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agriculture

Using only the finest, disease-
free seed stocks and taking 
every precaution to ensure 

the highest possible quality, Wiscon-
sin’s seed potato growers consistently 
produce the country’s best crop of 
seed potatoes.
“Wisconsin seed potatoes all origi-

nate from potato tissue that has passed 

a battery of tests administered in Uni-
versity of Wisconsin laboratories to 
ensure plant health,” said Dr. Robert 
Coltman, Program Director of the 
Wisconsin Seed Potato Certification 
Agency.  “All popular and promising 
potato varieties are grown and main-
tained in tissue culture under sterile 

and carefully controlled environmen-
tal conditions by University of Wis-
consin scientists.”
Only after the intense scrutiny of two 

field generations on the Lelah Starks 
Elite Foundation Seed Potato Farm 
(State Farm) in Rhinelander, is the 
resulting elite seed passed on to the 
Wisconsin certified seed potato grow-

ers for further increase on their mod-
ern farms.
There the seed potato growers pay 

strict attention to sanitation practices 
that promote the production of dis-
ease-free seed.“Because of a strong 
commitment to excellence by Wis-
consin seed potato growers, the integ-

rity of the basic seed stocks produced 
at the State Farm is preserved,” said 
Coltman, who added that all potato 
storage facilities must be inspected 
and approved prior to filling with cer-
tified seed potatoes.
In an effort to provide a final check 

of seed quality, Wisconsin growers 
send samples from all lots seeking 
certification to Florida for winter test-
ing.
“This last evaluation focuses on how 

clean the seed has been kept through 
the successive cycles of University 
and grower propagation,” said Colt-
man.  “Both visual and laboratory 
tissue analyses are used to confirm 
that the seed lots represented by the 
samples meet Wisconsin’s strict certi-
fication standards.  Seed lots that pass 
this final evaluation should stand up 
favorably against the finest quality 
seed lots available anywhere.”
Wisconsin also boasts the longest 

standing seed potato certification pro-
gram in the country.  
“In 1913, the Wisconsin Seed Potato 

Certification Program was established 
with a formal plan for inspection and 
certification of seed, making this the 
first such program in the U.S.,” said 
Dr. Walt Stevenson, Professor Emeri-
tus of Plant Pathology at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin.  “We’ve been able 
to maintain a tradition of exceptional-
ly strong leadership in the Wisconsin 
Seed Potato Certification Program, 
enabling Wisconsin’s program to re-
main as one of the very best in the 
world.”
Dr. Stevenson is a member of the 

Wisconsin Potato & Vegetable Grow-
ers Association Hall of Fame.  He was 

Wisconsin Seed Potato Growers
Offer Superior Spud Source
By Tamas Houlihan, Managing Editor, The Badger Common’Tater

Dr. Robert Coltman leads a tour of the Lelah Starks Elite Foundation Seed Potato 
Farm in Rhinelander, Wisconsin.
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named an Honorary Life Member of 
the Potato Association of America 
and has received numerous national 
and state “Researcher of the Year” 
awards.  He continues to work with 
the industry and is an active member 
of the American Phytopathological 
Society and the Potato Association of 
America.
“The stringent standards used by the 

Wisconsin Seed Potato Certification 
Program have become the standards 
currently used throughout most of the 
industry,” said Stevenson. “And the 
seed potatoes produced by Wisconsin 
growers are consistently among the 
best seed tubers produced in North 
America.”
Stevenson stated that Wisconsin has 

become widely recognized as a leader 
in terms of variety development.
“Wisconsin growers are producing 

abundant supplies of established va-
rieties and helping to introduce new 
varieties as market demands shift,” he 
said.  “This is particularly important 

The newest cultivar released 
from the Colorado State Uni-
versity (CSU) cultivar develop-

ment program is the Canela Russet. This 
cultivar was released to the growers in 
2006 and has already found a strong 
following among producers in the San 
Luis Valley. The name “Canela” means 
cinnamon in Spanish and definitely re-
flects the tubers light brown russet skin. 
Canela Russet is a medium to late ma-
turing potato which has the potential for 
medium-high yields of very well shaped 
tubers and is suited for the fresh market. 
This cultivar produces a high percent of 
US No 1 potatoes and has an excellent 
size range profile for the market place. 
Two major strengths help with this cul-
tivar’s acceptance. First, this potato has 
resistance to becoming infected with the 
major potato viruses currently found in 
the San Luis Valley; potato leafroll and 
potato virus Y. This is an especially at-

Canela Russet – A New Light Russet
Potato For The Fresh Market 
By: Robert Davidson-Seed Potato Specialist, CSU Extension

tractive trait since producers have been 
struggling with these viruses for the past 
several years. Second, Canela Russet 
has an extremely long dormancy in stor-
age (149 days from harvest), positioning 
it ideally for the long term storage mar-
ket. Some growers have concerns about 

the cultivar’s ability to set a skin after 
vine kill. Research at the CSU San Luis 
Valley Research Center would indicate 
that this tendency is the result of using 
too much nitrogen on the crop during 
the growing season.
This produces slightly immature vines 

at vine kill leading to a longer time for 
setting the skin. This drawback can be 
overcome by using better cultivar spe-
cific management techniques. Research-
ers are currently obtaining grower data 
from the 2007 crop season to look for 
any other strengths or weaknesses of the 
Canela Russet.
Information from this survey will be 

presented to producers at the South-
ern Rocky Mountain Ag Conference 
in early February. As the breeder, Dr. 
David Holm, Professor of Horticulture 
and Landscape Architecture indicates, 
“Canela Russet is an exciting new cul-
tivar for the potato industry with a built 
in niche for the late market season. It 
is not often we find a cultivar with so 
many good attributes and so few prob-
lems.” It remains to be seen if Canela 
Russet can take over a larger portion 
of the marketplace, but so far the fu-
ture looks bright.                       e
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POTATO SUNBURN?
(Here’s a solution from Northwest Tillers.)

• Problem:  Sunburned potatoes
• Cause:  Potato exposure after defoliation
• Solution:  Re-cover exposed potatoes with soil
• Method:  Our reverse-drive tiller moves soil 
from the furrow over the hills without harming the 
potatoes, using controllable depth from 1/2 to 2 
inches with Northwest’s exclusive “Deep Reach” 
rotors and blades.

Problems start to occur when plant foliage is 
removed before harvest and potatoes near the 
surface or above the ground are no longer shaded.  
The fields can dry out before the harvest and the 
soil can crack as it dries, exposing the potatoes to 
further sunlight.

Northwest’s Potato Sunburn-Prevention Tiller 
gently re-covers the potato hill with a sunblocking 
layer of soil, eliminating furrow clods and saving 
crop loss from sunburn and maximizing your farm’s 
packout.

Northwest Tillers, Inc.
3715 West Washington Avenue

Yakima, WA 98903
(800) 204-3122

www.nwtiller.com

as new varieties are developed with 
improved characteristics for tuber 
quality, processing, disease resistance, 
nutritional content and storage.”
“A tour of the farming operations 

used by the Wisconsin certified seed 
potato growers makes a convincing 
argument that the industry is very 
progressive in terms of the technol-
ogy being employed in the production 
of seed potatoes,” Stevenson added.  
“Growers are using state-of-the-art 
practices and collectively, they’ve 
been proactive in moving promising 
new varieties through certification so 
that a broad segment of the industry 
can determine where these new vari-
eties fit into their production plans.”
Todd Michael, co-owner of Michael 

Farms, Inc. of Urbana, Ohio, raises 
over 500 acres of potatoes for the 
fresh market.  A former President of 
the National Potato Council and cur-
rent member of United States Potato 
Board Executive Committee, Michael 
says he has had excellent success us-
ing Wisconsin certified seed pota-
toes.

“I’ve always had a good relationship 
with the seed growers in Wisconsin,” 
Michael said.  “Over the past 20 years 
we have worked with several differ-
ent growers and they work together 
to make sure customers get what they 
want.”
“Wisconsin growers are quick to re-

spond to the marketplace when new 
varieties are released,” said Michael.  
“Wisconsin seed potatoes have per-
formed very well on my farm.  Know-
ing your seed source means not only 
knowing the grower, but how the crop 
is grown and stored.  Working with 
seed age physiology to get predict-
able tuber set requires knowledge of 
what you’re starting with.  Working 
with good growers gives me that con-
fidence.  Picking your seed is one of 
the most important decisions to make 
each season.”
“Wisconsin has a well-run system 

that produces good results,” Michael 
concluded.  “I buy with confidence 
knowing the people and the seed will 
both deliver.”
Another former National Potato 

Council President, Nick Somers, of 
Plover River Farms, Stevens Point, 
has also had good success with Wis-
consin seed potatoes.  Somers raises 
over 1,000 acres of red, yellow-flesh 
and russet potatoes for the fresh mar-
ket and for processing.
“I’ve been pleased with the vigor and 

performance of Wisconsin seed pota-
toes,” said Somers.  “The yields have 
been excellent, there have been very 
minimal disease problems and the 
price is very competitive.  I’ve also 
been pleased with the service from the 
growers.  They are flexible and easy 
to work with.”
“I see a real value in the Wisconsin 

seed certification program,” Som-
ers said.  “There is a very sound ap-
proach with the winter testing and 
the backing of the program by the 
University of Wisconsin.  It’s impor-
tant to have a good foundation. That’s 
what makes Wisconsin seed superior 
to that from other states.  A quality 
program and quality growers make 
Wisconsin seed potatoes a good in-
vestment.”                                e
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Meyer
Seed

Potatoes
RR 2. Site 6 Box 8
Ponoka, AB T4J1R2

(403) 783-8311 
(403) 358-0625 cell 

• Umatilla Russet 
• Sangre • Shepody
• Russet Burbank

“To Harvest The Best, Plant The Best!”

Burbank • Norkotah • Alturas 
Classics

Call Us Today For More Information.

DROGE FARMS
Manhattan, Montana

Glenn: 7590 Stagecoach Tr. • (406) 282-7588
Vernon: 7525 Stagecoach Tr. • (406) 282-7586

Hoogland 
Farms LTD
RR #2  
Millet, AB T0C 1Z0 
(780) 387-5315 
hooglandfarms@xplornet.com
• Alta Blush • Atlantic
• Carlita • Conestoga • Dakota Pearl 
• Fabula• Goldrush • Innovator 
• Marilyn • Mozart
• NorDonna • Ranger Russet 
• Rosara • Russet Burbank 
• Sangre • Satina 
• Selma • Umatilla Russet • Verona

Member of Edmonton Potato Growers
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Michael G 
SteinMann

-Double S FarMS
P.O. Box 881 – Ashton, ID 83420

(Home) 208-652-3720
(Cell) 208-390-3720
(Fax) 208-652-3770

doublesfarms@nstep.net

• All Blue • All Red Purple Viking
• CalWhite • Dark Red Norland

• Milva • Red LaSoda • Red Norland
• Red Pontiac • Russet Burbank
• Russet Norkotah • Yukon Gold

E-Z TARP - Proven Reliabilty
• Reduces bruising

• Fully automatic, saves time, labor, eliminates
   climbing on load

• Tarps for semi-trailers available

Protect Your Crop 

E-Z Tarp Company
Alan Tsukamoto • 1000 West, 6 South • Blackfoot, ID 83221

Office: 208-684-3734
Cell: 208-680-1746 • Fax: 208-684-3735

www.ez-tarp.com

Idaho has always been known for 
its potatoes, however most people 
don’t realize that Idaho’s leader-

ship in potatoes doesn’t start at the 
grocery store or the restaurant, 

it starts at the beginning – the 
seed.  

Idaho seed growers’ 
primary goal is to grow 
top-quality potatoes that 

produce top-quality seed. 
However, despite strict 

quality control measures and 
extensive year-round testing, 
growers are still plagued by 

viruses, specifically Pota-
to Virus Y (PVY) and 

Potato Virus A (PVA), which severely hamper yields and 
impact overall crop quality.  Three years ago, Idaho potato 
seed growers joined together to add yet another quality 
control measure in effort to combat the increasing pres-
ence of damaging viruses. These increased measures are 
paying off.
For many years the seed growers of Idaho have partnered 

with Idaho Crop Improvement (ICI) to conduct field in-
spections each season to minimize the quantity and spread 
of viruses in Idaho’s seed production. During the growing 
season, ICI inspectors walk through seed fields and visu-
ally inspect the plants. Their objective is to estimate the 
percentage of crops infected and types of viruses present. 
Suspect plants are flagged and leaf samples are taken to 
the ICI lab where they undergo testing to determine if the 
plant has any viruses. The grower then removes the flagged 
plants from the field and leaf samples undergo an ELISA 

The Benefits of
Idaho Certified Seed
By Todd Cornelison:
Idaho Potato Commission
Industry Relations Director
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Cliff’s Saws and 
Cycles, Inc.

2619 10th St.
Baker City, OR 97814

(541) 523-2412

Since 1958
Co-Owners

MRS. CLIFF (Sally) FARMER
KIP FARMER

• Honda ATV’s
• Honda Motorcycles
• Honda Power Equipment
• Stihl Products
• Bombardier Recreational Equipment
• Ski Doo Snowmobiles
• Can Am ATV’s

test, which stands for Enzyme-Linked Immuno Sorbent As-
say. The ELISA test is one of the most complicated, but 
accurate devices for identifying potato seed viruses because 
it can detect them at the cellular level.  In the lab, the techs 
take the leaves and lay them on top of each other in batches 
of five. Then a device punches a hole through the leaves 
giving the tech a miniature five-layer leaf circle; this circle 
is called a well. The well is put into a machine that looks for 
different kinds of proteins – specifically virus proteins. 
Testing is also conducted in the winter months as a way 

to further decrease the damage caused by viruses. During 
the harvest season, a seed grower sends 400 tubers from his 
seed crop to a testing facility located in the Imperial Valley 
of California, where potatoes can be grown in the winter 
and “grown out” into plants. The tubers are planted in the 
same 400-tuber increments in which they were submitted; 
these increments are called seed lots. The lots are then test-
ed for several diseases including viruses. The winter tests 
also determine whether the seed lots qualify for recertifica-
tion and can be used to grow another generation of seed. 
Prior to 2007, inspectors would conduct ELISA tests only 

on “winter” plants that visually displayed virus characteris-
tics, much the same way they do for the summer tests.  How-
ever, Idaho seed growers continued to see a steady increase 
in the number of plants infected with viruses in the seed lots. 
The frustrated group decided that every plant would under-
go the ELISA test.  Despite a total testing cost approaching 

$29 per acre – coming directly out 
of the grower’s pocket – this added 
step offers two primary benefits.  
One, the inspectors no longer have 
to wait for the plants to grow to 
maturity, they can test the plant as 
soon as it as has grown three to 
five leaves.  Two, with ELISA 
and the use of statistical analy-
ses, the inspector has a much 
clearer picture of the amount of 
virus in the seed lot because a 
greater percentage of the lot is 
inspected. 
The entire inspection pro-

cess is arduous, expensive 
and time consuming.  Why 
would an Idaho seed grow-
er put himself through this?  
To ensure that his customer 
and the nation’s commercial po-
tato growers have the clean-
est, liveliest seed that can 
be produced, ultimately 
giving the consumer the 
very best potato possi-
ble.                               e
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In 1970, there were no commercial 
soil and plant testing laboratories 
in Idaho. Farmers applied fertil-

izers based upon educated guesswork. 
Dr. Dale Stukenholtz and his wife 
Joyce saw an opportunity to build a 
business and started a soil and plant 
testing laboratory and field consulting 
service based in Twin Falls, Idaho. Dr. 
Stukenholtz had an unusually diverse 
background as an educator at the Uni-

versity of Nebraska, an agronomist in 
the fertilizer industry, and a farmer, 
and he saw a need for more modern 
fertilizer recommendations to produce 
greater yields at less cost. His clients 
were the growers, so he could make 
unbiased recommendations that maxi-
mized economic return to the farmer. 
After extensive field research, he de-
veloped these improved fertilizer rec-
ommendations that quickly became 
popular with growers and form the 
basis for nearly all fertilizer applica-
tions in the intermountain west area. 
Stukenholtz Laboratory clients include 
growers from all neighboring states 
and several foreign countries includ-
ing Australia, Canada, Egypt, Russia, 
Mexico and New Zealand.
Stukenholtz Laboratory provides 1 to 

2 day service, including picking up and 
delivery time, across Southern Idaho 
from St. Anthony and Grace to Parma 
and Homedale. Results can be deliv-
ered, mailed, faxed, or pulled from the 
Laboratory’s webpage: www.stuke-
nholz.com. To improve their service, 
Joyce and Dale Stukenholtz expanded 
the laboratory 11 years ago, installed 
the latest in computerized instrumenta-
tion and quality control, and made it the 
most modern and well equipped agricul-
tural laboratory in their market area.

Stukenholtz Laboratory Inc.
Celebrating 38 Years of
Agricultural Testing

Critical to the success of Idaho’s most 
efficient laboratory and largest field con-
sulting firm has been its personnel. Dr. 
Stukenholtz has had a PhD in Soil Fer-
tility and Plant Nutrition since 1964 and 
his son and Laboratory Manager Paul 
has nearly completed his own. Consult-
ing agronomists include J.P. Kruckeberg 
of American Falls, a 29 year veteran of 
field consulting and the most successful 
single agronomist in the state, and Bart 
Kunz. The Laboratory and office staff 
are equally good.
Stukenholtz Laboratory continues 

with research and improvement. In 
conjunction with the Idaho Crop Pro-
duction Association and University of 
Idaho CFEP research project, Stuken-
holtz Laboratory has helped to ensure 
that fertilizer recommendations in Ida-
ho are the most cost efficient possible 
and produce the maximum economic 
yield while protecting the environment. 
Stukenholtz Laboratory personnel have 
conducted field research on over 40 
different products and continue to be 
the experts at “cutting edge” agricul-
tural technology. As we end our first 37 
years of business and begin our next, 
we would like to thank our current and 
former employees for their dedicated 
work and our customers and clients 
for their years of support.          e
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Western Farm Ranch & Dairy Magazine’s
2009 Special Potato Growers Seed Directory

Canada
Edmonton Potato Growers, LTD
12220 170th St., Edmonton, AB CN
T5V1L7; Darcy Olson 
(780) 447-1860
Varieties: Whites/Russets: Norkotah, Russet Burbank, She-
pody, Amisk/Ranger, Calwhite; Reds: Dark Red Norland, Red 
LaSoda, Chieftain, NorDonna; Chippers: Atlantic, Snowden, 
Chipeta, Glacier Chip; Yellow: Yukkon Gold, Alpha, Bintje, 
Banana, Satina

Hoogland Farms, LTD
RR2, Millett, AB CN T0C1Z0
Jake Hoogland (780) 387-5315
Varieties: Alta Blush, Atlantic, Carlita, Conestoga, Dakota 
Pearl, Fabula, Goldrush, Innovator, Marilyn, Mozart, NorDonna,
Ranger Russet, Rosara, Russet Burbank, Sangre, Satina, 
Selma, Umatilla Russet, Verona

Meyer Seed Potatoes
RR2 Site 6, Box 8, Ponoka, AB CN
T4J1R2; Ben Meyer (403) 783-8311
Varieties: Umatilla Russet, Sangre, Shepody,
Russet Burbank

Colorado
Colorado Certified Seed Potatoes
P.O. Box 151, Sanford, CO 81151
Preston Stanley (719) 274-5996

Zapata Seed Co.
10539 N. 104 Rd., Hooper, CO 81136; 
Brian Brownell 
(719) 588-3325
Varieties: Blazer Russet, Canela Russet,
Centennial Russet, Colorado Rose, Golden Sunburst, Premier 
Russet, Rio Colorado, Rio Grande Russet, Russet Norkotah (3, 
8, 112, 278, & 296), Yukon Gold

Idaho
Baum Farm Seed Potatoes
East, Ashton, ID 83420
Rex Baum (208) 652-7301
Varieties: Russet Burbank, Ranger Russets,
Section 3 Norkotah, R. B. 70

Double S Farms
P.O. Box 881, Ashton, ID 83420
Michael Steinmann (208) 652-3720
Varieties: All Blue, All Red Purple Viking,
CalWhite, Dark Red Norland, Milva, Red LaSoda, Red Norland, 
Red Pontiac, Russet Burbank, Russet Norkotah, Yukon Gold

Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance
Company of Idaho
P.O. Box 4848, Pocatello, ID 83205
Mike Myers (208) 232-7914

Farmore of Idaho - Twin Falls
P.O. Box 14, Twin Falls, ID.
83303-0014; MarRene Melody
(208) 324-3341

Idaho Potato Commission
661 S Rivershore Ln # 230
Eagle, ID 83616-5397
(208) 334-2350

Jorgensen Farms
503 Bench Lago Rd., Grace, ID 83241
Keith Jorgensen 
(208) 681-8122
Varieties: Ranger Russet, Russet Burbank, Russet
Norkotah, Norkotah Line Selection-8 Alturas

Kandler Farms
P.O. Box 754, Ashton, ID 83420
Kurt Kandler (208) 652-7465
Russet Burbank, Ranger Russet, Russet Norkotah

Stukenholtz Laboratory, Inc.
P.O. Box 353, 2924 Addison Ave., Twin 
Falls, ID 83301
Barbie Stukenholtz (208) 734-3050

Teton Seed Marketing Association
P.O. Box 155, 111 West Main
Tetonia, ID 83452
Varieties: Alturas, Russet Burbank, Ranger Russet, Russet 
Norkotah Line Selections

Val Schwemdiman Farms, Inc.
9633 E. Hwy 33, Newdale, ID 83436
Val Schwemdiman (208) 458-4261
Varieties: Ranger Russet, Russet Burbank,
Russet Norkotah Standard

Montana
Droge Farms
Trail, Manhatten, MT 59741
Glenn Droge (406) 282-7588
Varieties: Burbank, Norkotah, Alturas

Kimm Brothers Farming
6293 W. Dry Creek Rd.
Manhattan, MT 59741
Martin Kimm (406) 284-3378
Russet Norkotah, Russet Burbank, Ranger Russet

Schutter Seed Farm
3627 Wooden Shoe Rd. 
Manhatten, MT 59741
John Schutter Jr. (406) 284-6446
Varieties: Russet Burbanks & Umatillas

North Dakota
North Dakota Certified 
Seed Potatoes
P.O. Box 5257, Fargo, ND 58105
Willem Schrage (701) 231-5400
Varieties: Russet Burbank, Ranger Russet, Russet
Norkotah, Nor Valley, La Rouge, Shepody, Atlantic, Norlands, 
Ivory Crisp, Dakota Pearl, Red LaSoda, Goldrush

Oregon
Oregon Potato Commission
700 NE Multnomah., Ste. 460
Portland, OR 97232-4101
Bill Brewer (503) 731-3300

Washington
Ag Engineering & Development Co.
P.O.Box 2814, Tri-Cities, WA 99302
Doug Coleman (800) 627-9099

Spokane Hutterian Brethren
Seed Potatoes
3610 N. Wood St., Reardon, WA 99029
(509) 299-5400
Varieties: Alturas, Dark Red Norland, Pike, Ranger, Russet 
Burbank, Russet Norkotah, Shepody, Umatilla

Washington State Seed
Potato Commission
1796 Front St., Lynden, WA 98264
Henry Bierlink (360) 354-4670

Wisconsin
Bushman’s Riverside Ranch, Inc.
1598 So. State Hwy 49
Galloway,WI 54499
Brian (715) 454-6911, (In State) 
800-635-2230, Office (Out of State)
800-833-0329
Email; Potato1@netnet.net;
Varieties: Specializing in Silverton Farm Located in Crivitz, WI.

Wisconsin Seed Potatoes
P.O. Box 327, Antigo, WI 54409
WI Potato/Veggie Grow Association
(715) 623-7683
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The state of New Mexico and 
the West are known for many 
things. At the mention of 

the name some think of the majestic 
beauty of the landscape while   oth-
ers   remember our magnificent art 
and cultural diversity. No description 

would be complete without mention 
of the wonderful people who love this 
land and make their home here. These 
same people should be famous for 
something else - their amazing gener-
osity. Let me explain...
The New Mexico Boys and Girls 

Ranches (The Ranches) have been 
providing meaningful help to chil-
dren and families for almost 60 years. 
What is so unusual about that you 
ask? There are programs for children 
scattered throughout this country.
The thing that makes The Ranches 

unique is the fact that we have done 
this without the sponsorship of a na-
tional organization or denomination, 
and without accepting government 
funding. We like to think that rugged 
self reliance is still alive and well in 
this part of the country. In fact, many 

of the people who live here don’t 
seem to find this all that unusual. 
They seem to think this is the way it 
has always been and this is the way 
it is suppose to be. What very few of 
them know is that for years, people 
have traveled to The Ranches to see 

this   unique phenomenon for them-
selves Some have even tried to recre-
ate it back in their home states. Un-
fortunately, I currently do not know 
of anyone who has succeeded. They 
eventually give up and start accepting 
government payments or sponsorship 
from a national organization, which 
brings me back to the uniqueness of 
the people who love the West.
Over the past 60 years. The Ranches 

have grown from a single Boys Ranch 
south of Belen, NM, to five separate 
but interrelated programs that are 
scattered throughout the state. In ad-
dition to Boys Ranch there is Girls 
Ranch near Santa Fe; Pippin Ranch 
near Clovis; Families for Children, 
our adoption and foster care program; 
and The New Mexico Family Con-
nection, our family intervention and 

therapy program. Both of the latter 
are in Albuquerque.
Both Boys and Girls Ranch have 

schools on campus that have been spe-
cifically designed to get kids who are 
way behind their peers in school back 
to grade level. The children respond 
well to being involved with animals 
and a country lifestyle.
The people of New Mexico and sur-

rounding states have donated enough 
to build all of these programs and pro-
vide their daily operating costs since 
1944. We actually have donors who 
got involved when they lived in the 
West and have continued their support 
after moving somewhere else. They 
often tell me that a part of their heart 
will always be here.
Even though we are proud of what 

has been accomplished, we have some 
great plans to do more in the future. 
Since we do not believe in debt and 
do not want to take government fund-
ing, the only way this can happen is if 
more Americans catch the vision.
If you have a desire to really make 

a difference in the lives of children, 
consider joining us in this unique 
partnership. Your donations do not 
have to be large. Hundreds of our do-
nors can only send a few dollars each 
month, but because of their numbers 
their collective impact is huge. Please 
join us. There is nothing better than 
knowing that you are making a life 
changing difference for a child or 
young person. People tell us all the 
time that it makes their lives so mean-
ingful.
Tours are available at all of our facili-

ties. For additional information please  
visit our web  site at www.theranches.
org or contact us at 1-800-660-0289.
There is no greater investment any-

one can make than what you do for 
a child.                               e

New Mexico Boys
and Girls Ranches
Helping Children for 60 Years Without Government Funding 
By: Mike Kull
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GOPHER GETTER ™
Pocket gophers cost you money! Every day they
run free, they destroy your profit potential. There
is no better way to control pocket gophers than
ELSTON’S GOPHER GETTER. It builds and baits

artificial gopher runways so only gophers can get it.
Field tested and customer approved for over three

decades, it’s the industry standard.

1-800-845-1385
CALL TODAY FOR A DEALER NEAR YOU

We have bait!
Call for states where

available
GA-500

MODEL GA-300
ALSO AVAILABLE

GA-400 & 700

706 NORTH WEBER • SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103
www.elstonmfg.com

In 1925, Rue R. Elston, the founder 
of the Elston Company and his 
wife, Clara, and son, Wendell, 

moved to Sioux Falls, SD from Spencer, 
Iowa. Rue found employment with the 
Manchester Biscuit Company. The next 

year his son Jack was born. In 1927 Rue, 
wife Clara, and two sons, Wendell and 
Jack moved to Minneapolis, MN where 
Rue found work as a bus driver for Twin 
City Motor Bus.

One snowy night, Rue saw a young 
man get hit by a car while spreading 
sand with a shovel at a bus stop. The 
man lost his leg in the accident. After 
seeing this accident, Rue thought a unit 
could be manufactured to mount in 
front of the drive wheels of a bus and 
be electrically controlled by the driver. 
Such a unit could help eliminate this 
type of accident by spreading sand in 
front of the drive wheels of the bus. Af-
ter extensive testing and engineering, 
the first units were installed on Grey-
hound buses.
In 1938 a corporation was formed to 

manufacture the Elston Electric Sander. 
Today sanders are used on city buses 
such as those in Seattle, Washington and 
are mandatory on school buses in many 
Northern States. They are also used on 
fire trucks and a special design for rail-
road trains.

In 1952 Rue, and his son Jack, engi-
neered and designed the Elston Cargo 
Space heater, a unit that controls the 
inside temperature of semi-trailers 
that transport products that cannot 

be frozen. Through the years several 
models have been designed. These 
units are sold in the United States, 
Canada, and parts of Europe.           e

Elston Manufacturing
From Sanders to Gopher Getters

• REVERSE CIRCULATION DRILLING
• LINE SHAFT TURBINE PUMPS
• COLUMN PIPE, OIL TUBE AND SHAFT
• SUBMERSIBLE PUMPS AND MOTORS

Test Pumping • Well Cleaning and Brushing 
6 to 16 inch • Yield Test

Drill Rig 
Cooper 3000
60 Foot Derrick
150,000 lb. Draw Works 
17.5 Rotary Table
will handle 50 foot casing

Call about pricing for drilling 
Pumps, Repair, all makes and models

Well cleaning and repairs

PARSONS DRILLING INCPARSONS DRILLING INC
P.O. Box 1265 • Fallon, NV 89406  

(775) 867-3009

Crane Truck
28,000 lb. Capacity
80 Feet Reach

Can pull pumps 
through roof of 
pump house.
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The REEL-TITE fence tight-
ener's patented design can save 
you 75% to 90% of your fence 

maintenance labor. You can use them 
on any kind of wire....new, old, rusty, 
high tensile....without unstapling and 
restretching! REEL-TITES DO NOT 
BREAK THE WIRE. REEL-TITES can 
be retightened at anytime with the por-
table handle. A REEL-TITE is a metal 
disc measuring 4" X 2 3/4" and made 
of 13-gauge steel with a plated, weather-
resistant finish.
HERE'S HOW THEY WORK.....
Under average conditions, place one 

REEL-TITE on each wire in the mid-
dle of a 40 rod span of fence. Tighten 
up the REEL-TITE turning the handle 

clockwise until the wire reaches the 
desired tension. An out-turned flange 

holds the REEL-TITE securely in 
place. Remove the handle. The next 

Reel-Tites.....since 1971
time you check the span of fence, 
the slack will have equalized to the 
REEL-TITE. Then, simply retighten 
the REEL-TITE with the handle. The 
tension can be maintained on this span 
of fence for the life of the wire!! With 
a little practice, it will take you one 
minute to tighten four wires and only 
30 seconds to retighten them. Think of 
it this way.....a fence is never tight in 
one area and loose somewhere else...
this is the equalization principle. Let 
equalization work for you.
USE REEL-TITES!! 
Kermco-De Haai, Inc., 741 Carpen-
ter St., Monroe, Iowa 50170, Phone: 
641-259-2987, FAX: 641-259-2754, 
www.kermcodehaai.com        e     

The Bio One story is so exciting, I get excited just talk-
ing about it!
Bio One is a dormant organic bacteria. Bio One pro-

The Exciting Bio One Story
vides nitrogen to the plants when the 
crop needs the nitrogen. Synthetic fer-
tilizers glut the plant with nutrients and 
usually at the wrong time.
I’m sure you used to apply fertilizer 

in the spring and very little during the 
growing season. Traditional synthetic 
fertilizers ignore the importance of soil 
biology. Soil biology includes bacteria, 
fungi, micro-organisms, algae and pro-
tozoa. There are about 50 million mi-
crobes in a teaspoon of soil. 
Micro-organisms such as those found 

in Bio One, have the ability to fix nitrogen from the air. Air is 
78% nitrogen, and makes it usable to the plant. The nitrogen 
removed from the air is called nitrate and it becomes attached 
to the soil particles. Nitrates are non-leachable and become 
100% available to plants immediately. Synthetic nitrogen is in 
the nitrite form of nitrogen, which is not available to the plants. 
It has to be converted to the nitrate form to make it available. 
Using Bio One, we can reduce our synthetic nitrogen by 50% 
and unleash other tied up nutrients.
Farmers like to see action today; not next month or next year. 

Using Bio One, you will definitely see results the first year.
The best part of the Bio One story is that the following year 

will be even better. The way it looks to me, you are probably 
looking at 3 to 4 years to balance our soil and reduce synthetic 
nitrogen more. 
We can’t do it overnight, but we’ll get your soil in balance in 

time.
For more information about Bio One, contact A. Link, Inc. at 

218-779-1993, e-mail biooneinfo@aim.com or visit our websites 
at www.biogoldonline.com or www.bioredonline.com.             e

Bio Man

PU 
Located in the

Northgate Shopping Center
6928 W. State
Boise, ID 83703

* 23 Beers on Tap!
* Domestic, Micros, Imports! 

* Happy Hour!
  Mon.-Fri. 4-8pm,
  Sunday All Day! 



www.farmranchdairy.com                         West/Southwest                     Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy • 17

The H & M Gopher Control 
PERC system (Pressurized Ex-
haust Rodent Controller) uses 

carbon monoxide from pressurized en-
gine exhaust to kill burrowing rodents 
such as gophers, ground squirrels, prai-
rie dogs, moles & voles.
According to the company, exhaust gas 

has long been one of the most lethal and 
least expensive methods to kill burrow-
ing rodents.  But until now there hasn’t 
been an economical, efficient delivery 
system.
Company owners, Allen Hurlburt and 

Virginia Massey, said that the PERC 
system involves a narrow steel wand 
that is used to probe the burrow and 
inject pressurized exhaust that fills the 
burrow in two minutes with lethal con-
centrations of carbon monoxide before 
the rodent has a chance to either escape 
or block the burrow.
An internal combustion engine gener-

ates the carbon monoxide and drives a 
compressor pump that pressurizes the 
exhaust gas to 115 psi in a storage tank.  
An air hose and a hand held probe inject 
the gas directly into the burrow without 
any digging.
The PERC 412 is a trailer-mounted unit 

with a 13 hp motor and four reels each 
with a 50’ hose and the hand probe.  The 
412 features turf tires and is designed 
to be pulled behind an ATV.  It sells for 
$7,249 plus S&H.
The PERC 206 is a skid-mounted unit 

with a 6.5 hp engine, two reels with 
50’ hoses and hand probes.  It sells for 
$4,595 plus S&H.
The PERC 206T is the skid unit mount-

ed on its own special trailer.  It sells for 
$4,995 plus S&H.
The PERC system is simple to use and 

safe for the operator as well as wildlife 
since there is no poison bait or explo-
sion involved. Crop stands are not dam-
aged during treatment.  No other control 
method is as effective, efficient and as 
inexpensive to operate as the PERC.
A PERC system can treat moderately 

infested alfalfa fields at about 3.5 acres 
an hour with a single operator.  Each 

probed location requires only about 1 to 
2 minutes injection time.
Units have been shipped to custom-

ers from Southern California to cen-
tral Canada and as far east as Florida.  
Though most of the market has been 
with alfalfa growers, orchard and spe-

cialty crop growers have also purchased 
units.  The PERC system is the best so-
lution anywhere burrowing rodents are 
a problem. 
For more information call (530) 

667-5181 or visit the website www.
handmgophercontrol.com e

Pressurized Exhaust Kills
Burrowing Rodents



Mycorrhizal Applications, Inc. 
of Oregon produces the ben-
eficial soil microorganisms, 

mycorrhizal fungi, that help agricultural 
plants grow.  Abundant mycorrhizal re-
search has documented improved plant 
nutrient and water uptake and resistance 
to a wide range of environmental ex-
tremes. Plants germinate, establish, fruit 
and flower more abundantly and require 
less intensive care, water and fertilizer 
inputs. Producing the largest selection 
of commercially available mycorrhizal 
inoculums, we deliver thousands of 
pounds of mycorrhizal inoculum to 
landscapers, farms, forest nurseries, 
restoration/erosion control companies, 
hydroseeders and manufacturers each 
month. We have over a dozen different 
mycorrhizal products including pow-
ders, gels, granular and liquid forms. 
University testing indicates Mycorrhizal 
Applications, Inc. produces the highest 
quality commercial inoculum available. 
Customer satisfaction is our number 
one priority and is the reason Mycor-
rhizal Applications, Inc. has become 
the world’s leader in the production of 
diverse, quality, mycorrhizal inoculum. 
Agricultural applications have become 
the largest growing part of our business 

for good reason. Inoculation costs ap-
proximately $10 per acre and returns on 
product cost usually average 3 to 8 times 
not counting the reduced inputs tradi-
tionally required in producing crops.   
We have entered a time of greatly 

needed change. The next ten years will 
determine the future of our society 
and culture here in the United States. 
Our global urgency to produce food 
is not expected to go away. By 2030, 
our planet is expected to support 8.3 
billion people. Credible sources indi-
cate farmers will have to produce 30% 
more grain than they do now to keep 
pace with hunger. This comes at a time 
when fossil fuel prices and supplies are 
restricting their use on the farm and hu-
man caused erosion and degradation are 
causing large-scale losses of farmable 
and productive soils. The unintentional 
result of the Green Revolution has been 
that weed control, chemical fertilizers 
and pesticide use has increased toxicity 
levels in the environment and impacted 
the planet’s precious soil and water re-
sources. In fact, agricultural production 
has not increased in several decades and 
high levels of chemical inputs have been 
needed just to sustain current levels of 
production. These high levels of chemi-

cal fertilizers, pesticides, land clearing, 
and compaction have had a devastating 
effect on the beneficial living organisms 
in the soil that are the source of its’ pro-
ductive capacity.
So, with soils being depleted, food 

quality declining, population increasing 
and the costs and effects of conventional 
agriculture increasing what are we go-
ing to do? 
We here at Mycorrhizal Applications, 

Inc. propose a different and new ap-
proach. This approach is an organic, 
sustainable, biologically based strategy 
for managing the world’s soils. An ap-
proach that improves rather than de-
grades the productive capital of soil.   
Scientific studies substantiate that or-
ganic fertilizers, biological inoculants 
such as nitrogen fixing bacteria and my-
corrhizal fungi, cover crops, green ma-
nures, compost, and compost teas can 
maintain crop yields with less chemical 
inputs and costs. Furthermore, yields 
can increase over time and in stressful 
environments without the devastating 
effects of soil erosion, organic matter 
loss and degradation of environmental 
quality. 
We are proud to be a part of changing 

our world.                                 e

Mycorrhizal Applications, Inc. 

organic
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AGRISERUM®

Soil Bacterial
AGRISERUM® restores the life in the soil 

for better utilization of plant nutrients.

Bacteria are necessary in the soil to 
decompose crop residue, fix nitrogen,
and break down minerals into forms

that plants can use.

Does your soil have enough bacteria?

Crop Resources, LLC
5635 Loop Rd., Dorsey, IL 62021

1-888-377-6237
www.cropresources.com

 Watson Ranch

Fertilize Now!
www.watsonranchorganic.com

Liquid organic fertilizers and soil 
amendments. Average cost is

$18.00 per acre.
Organics help with healthier 

crops and livestock!
Dealerships Available.

903-858-2030

www.WatsonRanchOrganic.com

A teaspoon of healthy productive 
soil may contain up to one bil-
lion bacteria (microorganisms).  

Soil that has received excessive amounts 
of fertilizers and other chemicals will 
not have high bacteria counts. Adding 
AGRISERUM® replenishes the bacteria 
life in the soil.
In the carbon cycle bacteria contributes 

carbon to the system by fixation (pho-
tosynthesis) and decomposition.  Bacte-
ria are essential in breaking down crop 
residue.  Certain microbes also live near 
plant roots where they help stimulate 
plant growth.  Bacteria are particularly 
important in nitrogen cycling, fixing 
atmospheric nitrogen and adding to the 
soil nitrogen pool.  Some bacteria ex-
crete a sticky substance that helps bind 
soil particles into small aggregates. De-
spite their small size, they can help im-

in 1965.  Farmers Mfg. Company, Inc. 
was formed in 1965 and began produc-
tion of   AGRISERUM®.  In 2006 Farm-
ers Mfg. Company was reorganized and 
is now known as Crop Resources, LLC.  
AGRISERUM® will work in your soil 

to restore the biological life, namely, 
bacterial microorganisms. This, in turn, 
will create a soil condition that is favor-
able to the proliferation of earthworms, 
an indication of a healthy ecosystem.  
Earthworms are major decomposers of 
dead and decomposing organic mate-
rial.  Their nutrition comes from bacte-
ria and fungi that grow on the organic 
material. Earthworms play a big part in 
soil structure, water movement, nutrient 
cycling, and plant growth.  Crop Re-
sources, LLC, 5635 Loop Rd., Dorsey, 
IL 62021 Call 888-377-6237. www.
cropresources.com                     e

Does your soil have
enough bacteria?

prove water infiltration, water-holding 
capacity, aeration and soil stability.  
Bacteria are also becoming increas-

ingly important in bioremediation or the 
cleaning up manmade chemicals and 
fertilizers, many which are petroleum 
based. Their overuse has, in some ar-
eas, killed various naturally occurring 
soil bacteria. Bacteria are capable of 
filtering and degrading a large variety 
of man-made pollutants in the soil and 
groundwater so that they are no longer 
toxic. Among the materials they can de-
toxify are herbicides, heavy metals, and 
petroleum products.   
AGRISERUM® was conceived early in 

1947 by Dr. Howard D. Salins, a Basic 
Research Scientist who had a fondness 
for farming.  For 18 years AGRISE-
RUM® was tested on an Illinois farm be-
fore the first gallon was offered for sale 
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Van Beek Nutrition, Inc. was 
established in 1997 in Twin 
Falls, Idaho. Their mineral 

mill was completed in 2000 and pro-
duces custom blended mixes and pre-
mixes for the dairy and beef industries. 
The mill is capable of producing 24 tons 
of bulk products per hour. The mineral 
can also be bagged in 1-ton totes and 
50-lb. bags for smaller batches.
Every farm and every group of cattle 

require different minerals and vitamins 
to balance their ration. Van Beek Nu-
trition custom mineral is designed to 
meet the specific needs for your farm. 
The company’s stated mission is to 
“enhance herd health and production 
through nutrition by providing high 
quality premixes, custom mineral 
blends and technical advice with at-
tention to the specific needs” of their 

Van Beek Nutrition
High Quality Mineral for Dairy & Beef Producers

clients. Each product of the company 
is custom formulated to specific animal 
requirements by the company nutri-
tionists and veterinarians.
They use the highest quality ingredi-

ents to create custom mineral blends for 
dairy or beef operations. The formula 
is adapted to specific animal nutritional 
requirements by the dairy’s nutritional 
consultant or by their own in-house 
nutritionist/D.V.M. Their custom blends 
are formulated to increase production 
and boost feed conversion. A well-bred 
animal should be a well-fed animal. 
Breeding determines what an animal 
can do. Feeding and management deter-
mine what an animal will do.
Van Beek Nutrition offers custom trace 

minerals, vitamin blends, specialized 
formulas, base mixes, vitamin trace 
minerals, and water soluble vitamins. 

If your needs also include all-natural 
health care products for your livestock, 
check out their sister company, Van 
Beek Scientific.
Today’s successful livestock produc-

ers get the most out of their animals, 
and it takes a resourceful consultant 
with the expertise and programs to put 
it all together. Van Beek Nutrition’s nu-
tritional consultants are committed to 
the goals of maximum milk production, 
optimum herd health and increased 
profitability for their clients. Their 
partnership (Dairyman/Consultant) ap-
proach utilizes nutrition and manage-
ment programs based upon observation 
of performance, and their satisfaction 
comes from achieving the goals of their 
partners - the American dairymen.
For more information, visit their web-

site at www.VanBeekNutrition.com.      e

beef-dairy
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You can tell a lot about a 
cattleman by his cattle. And 
Purina® Accuration® feed with 
Intake Modifying Technolo-
gyTM gives cattle that uniform, 
muscular look cattlemen want. 
That’s because it supplements 
your cattle’s diet, maximizes 
forage utilization and controls 

what they eat based on forage quality and cattle needs.
It also reduces labor and saves time, helps cattle perform to their 

highest genetic potential, and boosts your total net return.
Available in Accuration Cattle Limiter, Accuration Sup-R-Lix®, 

Accuration Sup-R-Block®, and Accuration Impact® Starter.
Talk to your Purina feed dealer to day, call 1-800-227-8941 or 

visit cattlenutrition.com.

Building better cattle.
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PROPANE

EquINE

AGRICuLTuRE EquIPMENT
LEAKY TANK? LEAKY CISTERN?

Line it with a custom drop in liner. Made 
to order. Just send the measurements 
of your tank. Materials for potable and 
irrigation water storage. We also make 
ditch & stream liners for easy winter 
transferring.

Call, Write or Fax: 

POLYFABRICS
221 W. Meats Ave., Orange, CA 92865

714-637-6300 Ext. 4 • FAX 714-637-6302
800-621-6365 Mention this ad for 5% discount

www.polyfabrics.com

Since 1962

GOAT-SHEEP

Triple Cross Farm
Anza, CA

951.763.0026
Dorper

Ewe And Ram Lambs

Registered • Scrapie Free
Fullbloods • Purebreds

www.triplecrossfarmsinc.com

TracTor ParTs

Wholesale Tractor & Parts
800-603-4511• Fax: 661-721-0494

Se Habla Español
11427 S. Garzoli • Delano, CA 93215

We Buy or Sell Tractors & Parts

TRACTOR PARTS

CONNELL GRANGE SUPPLY

343 S. COLUMBIA • CONNELL, WA
509-234-2631

www.connellgrange.com

Your One Stop Shopping Center In Connell!
TOTAL HARDWARE and FARM HARDWARE

24-HR FUEL PUMPS

Northwest Propane 
Lynden, WA • Ferndale, WA

800-254-4471
Mt. Vernon, WA

866-454-4471

AuTO SALES

New Warehouse
For Lease

4600 Sq.Ft. • Two 16 Ft.
Roll Up Doors

Boise, ID • 800-635-3053

WAREHOUSES

Results in 30 days or your money back!

Debilities Resolved: 
• Arthritis • Ring Bone • Bowed Tendon
• Founder & More • Never Worm Again
• Natural Mobility Returned

HERB TEA 
For Good Health

100% Natural - People use it!
31 Herbs plus Colloidal Silver 

Add to drinking water - horses love it!
Total Cost - $129 Plus Shipping

Jack Cazier Farms • Check or Money Order
Jack Cazier • 1-800-946-3114

www.fairlys.com
208.342.7777
800.246.7879
2301 Main St. • Boise, ID 83702

WAREHOuSES
• COPIES

• PRINTING
• FAX

714 North Main • Meridian, ID 83680
Phone: 208-888-5682 Fax: 208-288-1946

Email: mdrnprntrs@qwest.net

PRINTING
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BEEF–DAIRY

ESCALON
LIVESTOCK

MARKET, INC.
Miguel A. Machado

Beef Sale - Monday 10:00 a.m.

Dairy Sale - Wednesday 11:00 a.m.

Small Animal Sale - Friday 11:00 a.m.

ALL CONSIGNMENTS
WELCOME

25525 Lone Tree Road • Escalon, CA

Office Phone (209) 838-7011
www.escalonlivestockmarket.com

DELMHORST HAY MOISTURE TESTORS
Poke Bale For Instant Reading. Add Sensor To Mount

In Bale Chamber With Line To Cab For Continuous 
Reading. Also Testors For Grain, Grasses, Haylage, 

Silage, Firewood, Lumber 

LEHMAN BROTHERS • 503-434-1705
19164 Briedwell Rd. • Amity, OR 97101

www.lehmanfarms.net

Cushman
Drilling
208-785-1588
208-681-5616

Down-Hole Television Inspection
Perforation Cleaning - Sonar-Jet

EXPERT FULL SPECTRUM COATING
SOLUTIONS SERVING THE

NORTHWEST REGION
 

 ACID STAINED CONCRETE • EPOXY FLOORING
CONCRETE SEALING • ALIPHATIC POLYURETHANE 

TOPCOATS • POLYUREA COATINGS • POLYPROPYLENE 
FLOORING SYSTEMS • SEAMLESS POND LINERS

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY CONTAINMENT
WATERPROOFING SYSTEMS • HARDWOOD FLOORING 

 
P.O. BOX 50143 • BOISE, ID 83705

(208) 587-5400

EquIPMENT

BALE WAGONS
WANTED: New Holland Bale Wagons.
Self Propelled and Pull Types.
All models considered. 
Roeder Implement • P.O. Box 228
Seneca, KS 66538 • 785-336-6103

BAlE WAgoNs

 Colorado Hay Probe
Popular “Push In” Design

Model 2001-See website for pricing 
www.udyone.com  
UDY Corporation  

201 Rome Court, • Fort Collins, CO 80524
Voice: 970.482.2060 • Fax: 970.482.2067

 5 models to
choose from.

AGRICuLTuRE
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Authorized Sales & Service
Berkeley & Cornell Pumps • New 
& Used Equipment • Chemigation 
Valves • Pvc-aluminum Main Lines 

Complete Aluminum Repair
Portable Heliarc-welding

(208) 678-3101
44 E. 500 S. Burley

Go 5 Miles South of Burley on Hwy.
27, then 1/2 Mile East on 500 South

Since 1978




