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agriculture

In 1970, there were no commercial 
soil and plant testing laboratories 
in Idaho. Farmers applied fertil-

izers based upon educated guesswork. 
Dr. Dale Stukenholtz and his wife 
Joyce saw an opportunity to build a 
business and started a soil and plant 
testing laboratory and field consulting 
service based in Twin Falls, Idaho. Dr. 
Stukenholtz had an unusually diverse 
background as an educator at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska, an agronomist in 
the fertilizer industry, and a farmer, and 
he saw a need for more modern fertiliz-
er recommendations to produce greater 
yields at less cost. His clients were 

the growers, so he could make unbi-
ased recommendations that maximized 
economic return to the farmer. After 
extensive field research, he developed 
these improved fertilizer recommenda-
tions that quickly became popular with 
growers and form the basis for nearly 
all fertilizer applications in the inter-
mountain west area. Stukenholtz Labo-
ratory clients include growers from all 
neighboring states and several foreign 
countries including Australia, Canada, 
Egypt, Russia, Mexico and New Zea-
land.
Stukenholtz Laboratory provides 1 to 

2 day service, including picking up and 

Stukenholtz Laboratory Inc.
Celebrating 37 Years of
Agricultural Testing

delivery time, across Southern Idaho 
from St. Anthony and Grace to Parma 
and Homedale. Results can be deliv-
ered, mailed, faxed, or pulled from the 
Laboratory’s webpage: www.stuken-
holz.com. To improve their service, 
Joyce and Dale Stukenholtz expanded 
the laboratory 11 years ago, installed 
the latest in computerized instrumen-
tation and quality control, and made 
it the most modern and well equipped 
agricultural laboratory in their market 
area.
Critical to the success of Idaho’s most 

efficient laboratory and largest field 
consulting firm has been its personnel. 
Dr. Stukenholtz has had a PhD in Soil 
Fertility and Plant Nutrition since 1964 
and his son and Laboratory Manager 
Paul has nearly completed his own. 
Consulting agronomists include J.P. 
Kruckeberg of American Falls, a 29 
year veteran of field consulting and the 
most successful single agronomist in 
the state, and Bart Kunz. The Labora-
tory and office staff are equally good.
Stukenholtz Laboratory continues 

with research and improvement. In 
conjunction with the Idaho Crop Pro-
duction Association and University of 
Idaho CFEP research project, Stuken-
holtz Laboratory has helped to ensure 
that fertilizer recommendations in Ida-
ho are the most cost efficient possible 
and produce the maximum economic 
yield while protecting the environment. 
Stukenholtz Laboratory personnel have 
conducted field research on over 40 
different products and continue to be 
the experts at “cutting edge” agricul-
tural technology. As we end our first 37 
years of business and begin our next, 
we would like to thank our current 
and former employees for their dedi-
cated work and our customers and cli-
ents for their years of support.         e
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MIL-STAK has taken great 
care to design a mid-size 
bale conversion that does not 

damage your New Holland bale wagon. 
Conceived and invented by a custom 
hay stacking operator, the goal was to 
design a fast, simple way to single-hand-
edly load and stack mid-size bales with 
a New Holland bale wagon. Yet equally 
challenging was to try to retain the abil-
ity to quickly switch back to small bale 
loading. In their Mid-Size Bale Loader, 
MIL-STAK has accomplished just that.
Now offering three models from which 

to choose, MIL-STAK is able to fit any 
size of operation, from the family farm 
to the large commercial operator.
• The model 1030-s is designed for 3x4 

bales with the big operator in mind. It is 
extremely strong and built to withstand 
many hours of continuous use.
• The all new 1028-s model is designed 

for the 3x3 bales and is nonadjustable.
• The model 1032 is adjustable and 

able to handle the 3x3 and 3x4 bales 
with ease.
All three models are designed to easily 

switch to and from mid-size bale load-
ing with a few bolts and hydraulic quick 
couplers. Everything is either bolted 
on or plugged in – there is no welding 
on your bale wagon and no wires cut. 
By utilizing your bale wagon’s exist-
ing controls, the operator can quickly 
and easily load a tight, uniform stack of 
mid-size bales. And with features like 
the Air Bag that virtually eliminates any 

MIL-STAK Mid-Size Bale Loaders
Fast, Simple, Affordable

side roll of the bale wagon, a specially 
designed Cushion Valve, which allows 
operators to gently place bales on a sec-

ond table, and the second Table Booster 
that helps lift the extra weight of the 

mid-sized bales by lifting toward the 
front of the second table, which greatly 
reduces the stress on the pivot pins, the 
MIL-STAK Mid-Size Bale Loaders are 
not only a joy to work with, but will help 
keep your bale wagon around longer 
by lessening wear and tear. Add in the 
matching yellow and red paint job, and 
it’s evident that MIL-STAK is the leader 
in quality and appearance.
MIL-STAK...fast, simple, affordable. 

For more information call (208) 452-
6045, fax (208) 452-6065, or write MIL-
STAK INC. at 1350 Glenway, Fruitland, 
ID 83619.                                   e
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WASHINGTON, (RuralWire) Keith 
Bolin, President of the American Corn 
Growers Association (ACGA). and a 
Bureau County. III. corn and hog pro-
ducer, today stated his organization’s 
opposition to several recommendations 
proposed by the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce to scale back and/or eliminate 
critical domestic, renewable energy pro-
grams.
“ACGA vehemently opposes this non-

sense of’free trade’ which is to import-
the-cheapest product from wherever and 
we challenge the Chamber’s recommen-
dations.” said Bolin. “It is obviously po-
litically timed. The Chamber is piggy-
backing on Senator McCain’s incredibly 
obnoxious anti-farmer, anti-renewable 
fuel comments of the past week.”
The Chamber’s Blueprint for Secur-

ing America’s Energy Future (.http://
www.energy xxi.org’xxi/defau It) calls 
for “free-flowing trade” when it comes 
to renewable fuels and stresses that the 

54-cents-per-gallon tariff is “an impedi-
ment which poses a significant obstacle 
to ethanol imports.” the report said. Ac-
cording to the Chamber’s plan, biofuels. 
like ethanol, should be treated the same 
as other commodities in that the U.S. 
benefits in trading on an international 
level.
“Just look what the laissez faire “free 

trade at any costs” approach has done to 
our manufacturing sector.” added Bolin. 
“And. look what it has done to Ameri-
can jobs. not to mention the relationship 
to the “free trade” meltdown of the fi-
nancial mark ets which is tied directly
to that same philosophy.”
“Ethanol is homegrown energy. Home-

grown energy is what will enable this 
country to be more energy indepen-
dent and sustainable.” explained Bolin. 
“Ethano! lias created Jobs all over this 
country and this makes our nation more 
sustainable economically.”
“This is a national security issue, as 

well as a rural economic security issue, 
‘the U.S. must develop its alternative 
energy production base now. Corn will 
not always be the most economical eth-
anol feedstock. ACGA has always sup-
ported empowering local and regional 
homegrown alternatives, regardless of 
the feedstock source.” said the Corn 
Grower President.
“The Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), 

the blender’s tax credit and the ethanol 
import tariff used to collect the funds re-
quired to provide the blenders’ credit on 
foreign ethanol may become obsolete at 
some point in the distant future. But. scal-
ing back and eliminating these critical 
programs now would risk short- circuit-
ing rural empowerment, the farm econo-
my and our national energy security.”
Join ACGA today and make a difference 

in your community. For more informa-
tion, or to help support our ongoing pro-
grams and initiatives, please visit or call 
202-835-0330’or 815-646-4040.   e

American Corn Growers Oppose
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Anti-Energy Plan
Corn Farmers Oppose Plan to Eliminate Domestic,
Renewable Energy Plans
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As an occupational health nurse, I have seen many 
workers suffer from back injuries caused by driving.  
These back injury clients can be divided into two cat-

egories.  1)  Those who cannot identify a particular incident 
but state that their back has gradually gotten worse over time.  
2) Those who had been driving, got out of their vehicles and 
experienced a back injury within a few minutes of leaving their 
vehicle.  
Damage to your back can result from vibration of a vehicle 

or machine passing through the seat into the driver’s body 
through the buttocks.  According to the National Institute of 
Occupational Safety and Health, Whole Body Vibration refers 
to mechanical energy oscillations, which are transferred to the 
body as a whole, usually through a supporting system such as 
a seat or platform.  Those most at risk are heavy equipment 
operators, farmers, and truck, train, and bus drivers.
The back is more at risk for injury in a seated position be-

cause sitting tends to flatten the natural S-curve of the back.  
This posture also creates a load on the lower back that is 50% 
greater than standing.  One of the reasons that back injuries oc-
cur within a few minutes of getting out of your vehicle is that 
the discs and ligaments that support the back have not had a 
chance to “rebound” to a normal contour.  Research shows that 
the risk for injury is highest in the first two or three minutes 

In Your Driver’s Seat:  Whole Body Vibration
By: Alma Jackson RN, Ph. D., COHN-S – Impact Safety Products

after you leave the vehicle.  
Add Whole Body Vibration to sitting and you have added in-

sult to injury.  Spine changes related to Whole Body Vibration 
include 
• Fatigue of the muscles and ligaments that support the spine
• Lumbar disc flattening
• Disc fiber strain
• Pressure increases within the disc
• Microfractures in vertebral end-plates
• Increased risk of disc degeneration
• Disc herniation
So, what can you do to decrease your risk?  In addition to 

the standard information about good posture and correct body 
mechanics, there are two activities that help reduce your risk.  
1) Stretch when you get out of the vehicle, especially a gentle 
back bend and hip stretch to balance the back structures 2) Re-
duce the effects of Whole Body Vibration when you drive by 
using a vibration-dampening cushion such as Spine Saver®.  
It reduces shock and vibration up to 80%.  Spine Saver® is a 
National Safety Council Award winning product that prevents 
and alleviates back pain due to whole body vibration.  
Contact the folks at Impact Safety Products for 

more information at 866-547-5565 or go online at 
www.impactsafetyproducts.com.                       e

SPINE SAVER protects your back by reducing
shock & vibration up to 80%. This ergonomic
seat cushion is made of a durable viscoelastic
polymer. Use it in any vehicle to prevent and
alleviate back pain with whole body vibration.

 
All the Back-Up You’ll Ever Need!

National Safety Council Award Winner

Impact Safety Products

830 1/2

http://www.impactsafetyproducts.com

Now Available 
New

Lumbar Support 
Cushion
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Then you already know the chal-
lenge of keeping your irrigation 
on schedule for maximum prof-

it.  More than ever, high-energy costs 
make pivot management a critical task.  
In the early 90’s Jerry Abts was selling 
a sophisticated and expensive remote 
monitoring and control system for cen-
ter pivots; but most irrigators declined 
and simply asked, “what’a’ya got that 
will just tell me if my pivots are on?”  
The answer came in 1995 when Abts 
founded Pivotrac.com and patented a 
method of using simple text pagers to 
keep irrigators informed on the status 
of whole groups of pivots, one to a hun-
dred or more.
Today Pivotrac combines text messag-

ing and Internet connectivity with special 
radio telemetry that works everywhere 
to deliver on-the-go status of multiple 
pivots to anyone, anywhere.  Pagers are 
still used, but most subscribers receive 
the text messages on their digital cell 
phones.  In addition, the system pro-
vides remote start and stop options from 
any telephone or the Internet.
There are many reasons for on-site vis-

its to fields with growing crops being ir-
rigated by center pivots.  The difference 
with Pivotrac is you and your hands 
know immediately when a pivot shuts 
down (and you know when it starts back 
up).  Priorities change with new infor-
mation.  Now pivot status information 
delivered to everyone needing it can 
help adjust priorities to avoid costly 
downtime that can result in crop stress 
and yield loss.  Why wait until the last of 
the day to find out a pivot is stuck?  With 
Pivotrac the problem is immediately 
known before all the help goes home 
and you get “stuck” with the problem.
The service is simple, reliable and at 

just $225 per season, very affordable. 
Subscribers can view their pivots on a 
secure website from anywhere, and the 
website includes summary and detailed 
records of all pivot activity (www.piv-
otrac.com).  For a dealer in your area, 
contact Jerry Abts by phone at 888-872-
2360 or e-mail: jerry@pivotrac.com. e

got
pivots?
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More than 120 years ago four McGregor 
brothers got their start as open range 
(“tramp”) sheepmen in the early 1880’s. 
They weren’t always welcomed as they 
trailed their sheep from scabland winter 
pastures to the surrounding mountains.  
“Cattle owners are running from a pesti-
lence—sheep,” wrote a growly Yakima 
cattleman of those pioneer days.  My 
great-uncle, John, recalled that the big-
gest challenge in those years of living in 
tents and traversing open range was “the 
farmer and his shotgun”.
The McGregor brothers took to the 

plow themselves and began growing 
wheat in 1901.  They began raising cat-
tle, in addition to sheep, on their range 
eight years later. They incorporated their 
ranch as McGregor Land and Livestock 
Company in 1905.  At the McGregor 
ranch, headquartered at Hooper, today 
we raise cows and calves on scabland 
pastures and wheat on the adjacent hills 
near the confluence of the Palouse and 
Snake Rivers.
We were pioneers in the fertilizer busi-

ness beginning fifty-five years ago as a 
sideline to our ranch general store. My 
cousin, Maurice, saw great promise 
in the soil fertility trials a Washington 
State College agronomist, Harley Jac-
quot, had done. When public funding 
for Harley’s research ran out, he came 
on board as our full-time ranch agrono-
mist. My father, Sherman, then a clerk 
at our store, started supplying neighbors 
with fertilizers.  Dad and Harley orga-
nized research tours on the ranch every 
summer, attended by hundreds of farm-
ers from across the region. 
Today we’re proud to serve farmers and 

ranchers in many communities across 
eastern Washington.  We’ve worked with 
cattle raisers since I was a toddler—pro-
viding nutrition supplements, battling 
invading weeds, and helping produce 
the best results on pastures, hay fields, 
and range.  My Dad’s philosophy of hir-
ing dedicated local people, investing in 
the communities we serve, and building 
long term relationships with customers 
is deeply entrenched in our organiza-
tion. The dedicated people who are The 
McGregor Company join me in salut-

ing our cattle raising neighbors.  We’re 
relative newcomers, with ninety-four 
years as cattlemen, compared to many 
of those we serve.  We believe that farm-
ers and ranchers are the cornerstone to 
our Pacific Northwest economy and are 
the unsung environmental leaders of our 
region—as good stewards of the prairie 
hills and canyons they manage.  We tell 
of your achievements and of how proud 

we are to be of service to you every time 
we get a chance.  
On behalf of my colleagues in each 

of the rural communities we serve, we 
the people of The McGregor Company 
are mighty proud of our neighbors who 
produce the foodstuffs that feed people 
around the country and the world.
Respectfully,
Alex McGregor                 e   

The McGregor Company
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JH SCHLESINGER ENTERPRISES has been bringing 
fuel efficient, cost effective heating to the greater northwest 
for over 20 years. They are always looking for better fuel-

efficient furnaces, heaters or Insul-Tarp for under-floor heating 
that will save time and mainly save you money in the end.
This year “The Heater Man” is introducing a new product by 

Greenwood - the Greenwood wood-fired Hydronic furnace. 
With its unique design you can experience clean burning with 
wood, while enjoying a constant 72 degrees all winter long if 
you wish! Plus the fact that you can save literally up to 70% in 
fuel costs this year.  With all of the choices to make in wood 
burning furnaces, the Greenwood is the best choice, and re-
cently EPA qualified and UL listed for indoor use. This is the 
right answer for central heating for your home with the use of 

wood. The Greenwood can do forced air, radiant floor, hot wa-
ter baseboards, domestic hot water and much more. The more 
you use it, the more you’ll save.
Another great product JH Schlesinger Enterprises has is by 

Shizuoka-Seiki, maker of the Val6 diesel fired radiant heaters. 
The features of these heaters are 3 X’s the heat, 1/3 the cost of 
fuel!! This heater puts out 120,000 BTUs, is odorless and quiet 
when burning and burns up 98.9% of the fuel. 
The choices are in your hands now. With fuel costs rising 

nearly everyday, this may be the time to consider a Green-
wood furnace for your homes heating needs or the Val6 diesel 
fired radiant heater for outdoor heating such as garages, barns, 
shops, fields... or how about those camping trips?
JH Schlesinger Ent. Selma, OR Call 1-800-521-3215       e

JH Schlesinger Enterprises

The VARMITgeTTeR™, a clever gas operated pest con-
trol system, is a device for controlling the populations 
of burrowing rodents, such as gophers, ground squir-

rels, moles and even badgers, thus greatly reducing the damage 
they cause to crops, irrigation systems, and landscaping. It is 
designed for efficiency on large acreages.
VARMITgeTTeR™ can’t build them fast enough. Business is 

really “booming.” In fact, it’s best to order before their spring 
rush begins.
Farmers, ranchers, and dairymen are eager to watch demon-

strations of the VARMITgeTTeR™ destroy pesky varmints on 
their properties. VARMITgeTTeR™ currently has distributors 
across the U.S. and Canada and it continues selling well inter-
nationally to folks in all facets of agriculture and land use.
The VARMITgeTTeR™ operates by forcing a controlled ra-

tio of propane and oxygen into the pests’ burrows. With one 
push of the ignition switch, the resultant blast destroys all the 
rodents plus their tunnel system. As an added safety measure, 
an electric cutout switch prevents ignition while gas is being 
discharged. A high voltage converter, situated in the applicator, 
keeps the ignition spark away from the operator at the control 
box. For added safety, the entire unit is equipped with no less 
than three flash back arrestor check valves to eliminate any 
chance of fire traveling up the gas lines.
“Our device is designed to be backfilled in tunnel systems/

burrows, containing the concussion, and controlling the noise 
level,” VARMITgeTTeR™ explains, “making this device very 
cost effective to operate. If you hear a ‘bang,’ your losing 75%, 
or more, of your concussion kill. Because this method kills in-
stantly by concussion, it is more humane than poisons or traps, 

Got Rodent-Rage?



www.ritzfamilypublishing.com                    West/Southwest                     Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy • 13

for just pennies a shot.”
What this means to the consumer is the VARMITgeTTeR™ is 

more economical, in addition to being more effective. Priced 
$700 less than the competition, buyers are getting a lot more 
bang for their buck, so to speak. VARMITgeTTeR™’s improved 
design is likewise more economical on bottled oxygen use. 
Each blast requires less oxygen to support the combustion of 
the propane.
On VARMITgeTTeR™‘s website (www.varmitgetter.com), 

they list 21 advantages of their product over competitors’ 
hand-held models. Most notably, perhaps, is the improved de-
sign that allows remote detonation (as much as 25-feet from 
the burrow). Operators are no longer subjected to what they 
call “ground zero fragmentation blasts.” Additionally, the su-
perior design of the VARMITgeTTeR™ eliminates dust-covered 
clothes and allows the owner to view its effectiveness from a 
safe distance. 
The improved design is more easily portable, providing a 

more consistent gas mix to increase effectiveness, and it gets 
gas into the burrow much faster for improved results. In fact, 
these improvements allow VARMITgeTTeR™ to confidently 
claim they’re able to destroy 100 feet of varmint tunnel in one 
blast and they’ve taken out 130-150 feet in a single ignition.
To learn more about the multiple VARMITgeTTeR™ ad-

vantages or to see actual online demonstration footage, 
please visit the website at www.varmitgetter.com. For in-
quiries or orders, you may contact VARMITgeTTeR™ 
at their Payette, Idaho office. Call 1.877.982.7648 and 
say “Boom Boom” for a special discount.               e
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Call about pricing for drilling 
Pumps, Repair, all makes and models

Well cleaning and repairs

PARSONS DRILLING INCPARSONS DRILLING INC
 

(775) 867-3009

Can pull pumps 
through roof of 
pump house.

American Agri-Women ( AAW) 
presented their highest honor, 
the Veritas Award, to Texas 

couple Dan and Margaret Byfield, at their 
33rd annual convention in San Antonio, 
Texas, last week. The Veritas Award is 
given to individuals who have been public 
witness to the “pursuit of truth” in accor-
dance with the principles expressed in the 
AAW statement of philosophy. Of specific 
interest are personalities of importance to 
agriculture, or responsible media cover-
age of agricultural issues and events.
Dan Byfield is president of American 

Land Foundation. Byfield became in-
volved in property rights issues after 
graduating from law school and taking a 
position at the Texas capitol in 1987. He 
then became a lobbyist for agriculture 
with the Texas Farm Bureau and later 
with the Farm Credit Bank of Texas, 
where the American Land Foundation 
was founded in 1994. With over 20 
years experience fighting for property 

rights in the Texas and New Mexico leg-
islatures, court houses, and our nation’s 
capitol, Byfield has challenged the En-
dangered Species Act all the way to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.
Margaret Byfield is executive director of 

Stewards of the Range, a non-profit orga-
nization that protects the rights of Ameri-
cans to own, use and enjoy their private 
property. She is the daughter of Wayne 
and Jean Hage and became involved in 
the property rights movement after her 
parents filed Hage v. United States in the 
Federal Court of Claims—a seventeen 
year long court battle which has resulted 
in the most significant Fifth Amendment 
victory for property owners in the past 
decade. She launched the first office of 
Stewards of the Range out of her home 
in Idaho in 1992, and recently moved the 
headquarters to Texas, which now has 
over 5000 active members and 15,000 
supporters nationwide. She has been in-
volved in many grassroots efforts to stop 

American Agri-Women honor Texas
couple with 2008 Veritas Award

national anti-property rights proposals, 
and more recently has helped develop the 
local strategies program with her husband, 
Dan, and the president of Stewards, Fred 
Kelly Grant, that teaches the “coordina-
tion” strategy to local leaders, giving them 
the tools to protect their property and way 
of life at the local level.
Past Veritas recipients include Paul 

Harvey, Michael DeBakey, Julia Child, 
Dr. C. Everett Koop, and Juhn Stossel, 
to name a few.
For more information, contact Marcie 

Williams, President, president@ameri-
canagriwomen.org, or visit the web site 
at www.americanagriwomen.org. Amer-
ican Agri-Women is the nation’s largest 
coalition of farm, ranch and agribusiness 
women, with 50 state, commodity, agri-
business affiliate organizations and col-
legiate chapters throughout the country. 
AAW is a volunteer organization, work-
ing to provide true information about ag-
riculture to the public since 1974.     e
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PU 
Located in the

Northgate Shopping Center
6928 W. State
Boise, ID 83703

* 23 Beers on Tap!
* Domestic, Micros,
  Imports! 
* Happy Hour!
  Mon.-Fri. 4-8pm,
  Sunday All Day! 

We now haveNFL SundayTicketTM!!!

“There just isn’t enough we 
can say about the Super Edge 

Auger Flighting” Agrees Doug and 
L a u r a Egbers, owners of Egbers Flighting & 
Supply L.L.C. The Super Edge is created in the rolling process. 
This is a cold rolling process so the steel is not heat treated. 
“This lets the steel retain its strength.” States Doug. Because of 
how the flighting is made, the outside edge is thicker than your 
common market flighting or plain flighting as they call it. Super 
Edge Auger Flighting has approximately 50 thicker outside edge. 
It gives longer wear and longer life of the auger.
And Egbers knows their augers. Their repair and fabrication 

division has years of experience in re-flighting and balancing 
auger sections. “It just makes good sense to replace the auger 
flighting instead of buying a new auger section.” Confirms Doug, 
“New auger sections can be pricey and the Super Edge Auger 

Egbers on
Super Edge

Flighting is priced to sell.” Along with their repair’s Egbers offers 
a wide assortments of replacement parts and tubing. They have 
you basic inside tubing, pipe, rolled tube for grain cart unloading 
augers all the way up to 40 ft. lengths for transport augers. 
“We’ve always thought freight and shipping to our customers 
was a problem, we can ship pretty much all the replacement parts 
a customer needs from here.” States Laura “That way all your 
parts come from one location instead of several.”
New service for Egbers is their ability to balance combine 

rotors. “We’re always looking for new products and services 
for our customers. These rotors can be balanced at a fraction of 
what a new one costs,” Says Laura.
All in all Egbers supports a great team for sales and 

repairs. They’re your One-Stop-Shop for your replacement 
needs.  Call  them at  800-462-2588 or check them 
out on the web - www.eflighting.com.                 e
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Baum Seed Potatoes is a multi-
generational seed grower, 
located in the Upper Snake 

River Valley community of Ashton, 
Idaho. In the state that grows far more 
acreage of potatoes than any other, 
Ashton has become infamous within 
Idaho as the seed potato producing 
capital of the world.
The community is nestled against 

the southern slopes of the Island Park 
Caldera. Tens of thousands of years 
ago, major volcanic activity in the 
nearby regions of Island Park and
Yellowstone Park—so major that 

ash has been recorded in as far away 
regions as Florida—made the Ashton 
soil and its underlying bedrock of 
basalt quite accommodating for pota-
toes. Add that to a high altitude, mild 
summers and harsh winters to curtail 
the spreading of diseases, and you’ve 

got the ideal circumstances for grow-
ing good, quality seed.
Going on three generations, Baum 

Seed Potatoes has been producing 
quality certified seed potatoes for 
more than sixty years. It all started in 
1947 with Clark Baum, who started 
with a field of Canadian thistle and 
wild oats and turned it into a crop. He 
passed the torch on to his son, Rex, 
about 30 years ago. Rex has inte-
grated the latest in growing practices, 
along with more modem machinery, 
into the business. The tradition con-
tinues with his son Jared.
Baum Seed Potatoes grows 550 acres 

of the highest quality seed of Russet 
Burbanks, Norkotahs, and the inno-
vative new variety, RB-70s.
For more information, please 

call 208-390-7301 or log on to 
www.rexbaumfarms.com       e

Baum Seed Potatoes
A Multigenerational Seed Grower

Jared Baum holds his newly harvested Russet 
Burbank seed. He says up until a few years ago, 
russets were the only variety the Baums grew.

E-Z TARP - Proven Reliabilty
• Reduces bruising

• Fully automatic, saves time, labor, eliminates
   climbing on load

• Tarps for semi-trailers available

Protect Your Crop 

E-Z Tarp Company
Alan Tsukamoto • 1000 West, 6 South • Blackfoot, ID 83221

Office: 208-684-3734
Cell: 208-680-1746 • Fax: 208-684-3735
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MICHAEL G 
STEINMANN

-DOUBLE S FARMS
P.O. Box 881 – Ashton, ID 83420

(Home) 208-652-3720
(Cell) 208-390-3720
(Fax) 208-652-3770

doublesfarms@nstep.net

Superior Performing Seed Pota-
toes, as sold by Letal Brokers, 
emerge quickly with little or no 

seed-piece decay, resulting in plants with 
strong stems and a uniform tuber set, and 
plants that resist premature senescence. 
They result in higher yields and greater 
profits for you the buyer.
Growers that produce seed potatoes for 

Letal Brokers have the knowledge and 
ability to produce Superior Performing 
Seed Potatoes.
Jim Letal has 35 years of experience 

working in the seed potato industry 
advising growers on the best growing 
practices. He worked in Alberta as the 
Provincial Seed Potato Specialist for 
25 years and has spent an additional 10 
years operating a seed potato tissue cul-
turing laboratory. 
Jim knows that in order to produce Su-

perior Performing Seed Potatoes, you 

need to have an excellent seed producing 
area that is free from most disease, insect 
and nematode pests. In addition, the seed 
must meet the following criteria:
Have a chronological and physiological 

age suitable for your growing area
Have a suitable nutrient level in the tu-

bers to ensure rapid emergence 
Be free from bruising and frost damage
Be graded to a size profile desirable for 

your growing area
Be stored in a fashion that enhances 

seed quality and prevents premature 
sprouting 
Our seed growing areas have distinct ad-

vantages, such as relative freedom from 
disease, long day length during the grow-
ing season, physiological and chrono-
logical age that works to your advantage, 
modern equipment and storages that 
maintain high quality and ensure quick 
and efficient delivery to your farm.

Jim Letal has the knowledge to ensure 
that growers produce seed potatoes that 
have the superior performance char-
acteristics suitable for your farm and 
growing area. Give Jim a call (see ad-

vertisement on this page) and he will 
provide you with prices and availabil-
ity on high performing seed potatoes 
that are specific to your needs.       e

Superior Performing Seed Potatoes
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What your farm looks like 
above ground will ultimately 
be determined by what lies 

beneath. Regardless of the varieties you 
plant, or the amount you water, you will 
never have maximized yields unless you 
look to the condition of your soils.  “You 
can do twenty things right, but if you get 

your soils wrong it will minimize even 
your best plans.” says soil remediation 
specialist, Dennis Stephens.  The number 
one ingredient missing on most farmland 
is oxygen. “While traditional field prac-
tices may help, the gains can be quickly 
reversed by the first heavy rain.”
The goal according to Stephens is to 

achieve ideal soil condition: 45% min-
eral, 25% water, 25% air, 5% organic 
matter. After years of experimentation 
Stephens is unveiling a product that will 
make the process easy. Marketed under 
the trade name “Monty’s Liquid Car-
bon,” this organic soil conditioner can 
be easily applied using traditional spray 
booms or can be tank-mixed with pre-
season weed applications or incorpo-
rated with seed starter, if you are using 
uncoated seeds.  The conditioner is ap-
plied at 64 ounces per acre in 15 gallons 
of water directly to the soil surface. 
This new product, an Organic Materials 

Review Institute (OMRI) certified liquid, 
works with the company’s proprietary 
humic technology to encourage ben-
eficial bacteria and soil-borne microbes.  
Additionally, applied to the soil, it works 
to break up bonds between key nutrients, 
increase pore space and allow the roots 
to spread out.  As the compacted, hard-
pan, layer is broken up water can move 
through the soil profile more readily. 
There are other soil conditioners in the 
marketplace but none utilize so pure a 
humic.  Many are in the form of an acid 
which can affect pH levels; Liquid Car-
bon’s unique structure leaves the humic 
able to form bonds with other elements 
in the soil which helps to free additional 
nutrients for the plant to utilize.  The 
combination makes it easy for the roots 
to gather more oxygen, food, and water. 
A Few Ground Rules for Healthy Soil 
Stephens offered these few rules to fol-

low when you head out to your lawn, 
garden or flower bed this spring: 
1. Check For Compaction. Try to dig 

a small patch of earth tiling spade or 
shovel. If the tool does not penetrate 
the ground easily, the soil is compacted. 
Compaction is usually caused by the re-
tention of salt (common if you regularly 
use granular fertilizers), which strips the 
soil of beneficial, essential nutrients and 
by an imbalance between calcium and 
magnesium. Healthy soil should resem-
ble box pancake mix, loose with a few 
small clumps that break apart easily. 
2. Three Must-Have Tests.  1)Get a soil 

Get Grounded On the Basics For Soil 
That Is Ready To Produce

Miles Brothers 
P.O. Box 583 
Grace, Id 83421 
Ph: (208) 547-7094 
dhmiles@gemstar.net
• Ranger Russet
• Russet Burbank • Shepody
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test.  They are inexpensive, available 
from your county extension service, and 
the only way to know for sure what you 
need and don’t need.  They also will 
help you track your progress. 2) Do an 
“Earthworm Test.”  Dig some dirt, if your 
scoop of earth is devoid of earthworms, 
you have problems.  Earthworms are the 
‘canaries’ of the soil, they will be among 
the first things to die when the environ-
ment beneath ground level is in trouble. 
3) Do a ‘Clump Test.’ Pull a small plant. 
If the roots come up easily, your soil’s 
in trouble. Healthy soil allows roots to 
penetrate down deep into the ground and 
hold on tightly. Shallow roots indicate 
that you are suffering from ‘hard pan’ 
and will spell trouble during a drought.
3. Think Long-Term; Think Sustain-

ability.  Many farmers are now reap-
ing the consequences of years of syn-
thetic chemical use. Use products like 
Monty’s Liquid Carbon until poor soil 
is restored. Once optimum levels are 
reached, depending on other practices 
and chemical usage, you will only need 
to reapply every 2-3 years in the spring 
or fall. To maintain top fertility, Monty’s 
also offers a line of foliar applied fertil-
izers for sustainable farming practices.
4. Maintain Balance.  There is a lot go-

ing on beneath the soil surface, most of 
it unseen. Not only are the types and 
kinds of nutrients important but also 
how they interact with each other.  Too 
much magnesium in relation to calcium, 
hello compaction; let potassium outpace 
your calcium and you are open to a host 
of diseases; When phosphorous is out of 
sync with potassium you will see more 
broadleaf weeds. By working to restore 
balance, not just volume, you can pro-
tect the delicate cycle going on beneath 
your lawn or garden.
You will eventually have to condition 

and aerate your soil.  The question is ac-
cording to Stephens, “Do you want to 
do it with multiple trips with a ripper or 
with one pass in a spray rig?“ This season 
spray your way to better soil using tech-
nology, not tools, and remember these 
few ground rules for your best crops yet.
For a detailed analysis of your soil, call 

your local Agricultural Extension agent. 
If you are looking for tips, advice and 
products to help you maintain healthy 
soil, visit www.montysplantfood.com 
or call 800-978-6342.                        e
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The newest cultivar released 
from the Colorado State Uni-
versity (CSU) cultivar devel-

opment program is the Canela Rus-
set. This cultivar was released to the 
growers in 2006 and has already found 
a strong following among produc-
ers in the San Luis Valley. The name 
“Canela” means cinnamon in Span-
ish and definitely reflects the tubers 
light brown russet skin. Canela Russet 
is a medium to late maturing potato 
which has the potential for medium-
high yields of very well shaped tubers 
and is suited for the fresh market. This 
cultivar produces a high percent of 

US No 1 potatoes and has an excel-
lent size range profile for the market 
place. Two major strengths help with 
this cultivar’s acceptance. First, this 
potato has resistance to becoming in-
fected with the major potato viruses 
currently found in the San Luis Val-
ley; potato leafroll and potato virus 
Y. This is an especially attractive trait 
since producers have been struggling 
with these viruses for the past several 
years. Second, Canela Russet has an 
extremely long dormancy in storage 
(149 days from harvest), positioning 
it ideally for the long term storage 
market. Some growers have concerns 

about the cultivar’s ability to set a 
skin after vine kill. Research at the 
CSU San Luis Valley Research Center 
would indicate that this tendency is the 
result of using too much nitrogen on 
the crop during the growing season.
This produces slightly immature 

vines at vine kill leading to a longer 
time for setting the skin. This draw-
back can be overcome by using bet-
ter cultivar specific management 
techniques. Researchers are currently 
obtaining grower data from the 2007 
crop season to look for any other 
strengths or weaknesses of the Canela 
Russet.
Information from this survey will be 

presented to producers at the South-
ern Rocky Mountain Ag Conference 
in early February. As the breeder, Dr. 
David Holm, Professor of Horticulture 
and Landscape Architecture indicates, 
“Canela Russet is an exciting new 
cultivar for the potato industry with a 
built in niche for the late market sea-
son. It is not often we find a cultivar 
with so many good attributes and so 
few problems.” It remains to be seen 
if Canela Russet can take over a larger 
portion of the marketplace, but so far 
the future looks bright.                       e

Canela Russet – A New
Light Russet Potato
For The Fresh Market 
By: Robert Davidson-Seed Potato Specialist, CSU Extension
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equipment

One of the most valuable as-
sets for a farmer and rancher 
is their time. That time can 

be saved by use of a unique tool 
called the Texas Fence Fixer.
Invented and patented by Ken Evans 

of Sequin, Texas, the tool will tighten or 
take slack out of barb wire, horse wire, 
electric wire, net wire and high tensile 
wire, all with equal ease. "If you're like 
me," says Evans. "You’ve spent a lot 
of hours mending fences, using come a 
longs, pieces of pipe and most anything 
you can get your hands on. It is a back 
breaking, knuckle busting, time thieving 
chore and I figured there had to be an 
easier and faster way. While ranching 
near San Saba, TX, Ken did a lot of ex-
perimenting and modifying until he had 
invented a tool that really worked on 
loose fence and the Texas Fence Fixer 
was born.
Popularity of the tool is easy to un-

derstand if you ever had to tighten 
a sagging fence, only to have it go 
loose again when the tool of choice 
is removed.
With the Texas Fence Fixer, no sta-

ples or tie wires are removed and with 
a little practice, the job can be com-
plete in 30 seconds to a minute and 
when the tool is removed, the fence 
remains completely tight. To tighten 
a wire, the arms are spread wide to 
catch the slack wire between the jaw 
slots. When the two arms are pulled 
together and the chain fastened a loop 
forms inside the tool area. A piece of 
spare wire is laid across the face of 
the tool and wrapped a few times on 
each side of the tool. Then the handle 
of the fence pliers or smooth pipe is 
inserted between the two wires and 
(hey are turned (not twisted) together 

until they almost become one wire 
and the fence is tight. The wire is 
not crimped or damaged in any way. 
The tool is totally American made 
with parts formed in a Texas foundry, 
shipped to a 5,000 Sq. Ft. shop in Se-
quin. Texas, ground to perfection and 

assembled and painted by the Evans'.
The tool carries a lifetime warranty. 

For further info or to order, call toll 
free. 866-882-2896 or visit the web 
site at texasfencefixer.com Try the 
Texas Fence Fixer. You'll be glad you 
did and so will your fences.                 e

Texas Fence Fixer
Fence Fixing Made Easy

Lifetime

Warrranty

TEXAS FENCE FIXER
Permanent way to remove slack from your fenceline repairs in approx.

ONE MINUTE on barb wire,
electric fence, horse fence, or net wire.

Fast & Easy to Use — Rely on Texas Fence Fixer to Save Your Time
and Your Fences

For order information call toll-free (866) 882-2896
www.texasfencefixer.com
info@texasfencefixer.com

Feeding Just Got  Easier!
FODDER – FLAKER – FEEDER

CALL TODAY
FOR MORE 
DETAILS!

www.robbinsfarmeq.com

by Robbco
Designs



22 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy                   West/Southwest                    www.ritzfamilypublishing.com

The hydraulic grapple rake, a 
versatile new tractor/loader at-
tachment, is giving farmers and 

ranchers greater control and efficiency 
in cleaning up, moving, loading, and 
stacking tasks.
While the dirt bucket has been the stan-

dard tractor or loader attachment, it has 
drawbacks in a variety of tasks requiring 
control and efficiency such as raking, 
carrying, or stacking.
Because it’s more efficient and adapt-

able than the bucket, the grapple rake, 
which hydraulically opens, closes, and 
moves its jaws of spaced metal tines, is 
becoming indispensable. It can remove 
trees and brush or surface rake limbs and 
debris without piling up unnecessary 
dirt. It can dig out roots, stumps, and 
rocks. It can pick up, move, and stack 

logs and hay bales. It can even lightly 
plow and efficiently tackle a variety of 
tasks requiring more control than the 
typical bucket provides.
Dorman Walser, who farms and ranch-

es 4,000 acres in Crowell, Texas, used a 
standard bucket attachment on his Cat-
erpillar loader, as well as other imple-
ments, to remove trees/brush, move fire-
wood, and haul hay. He was less than 
satisfied with the results.
“The bucket could pile stuff up, but 

couldn’t rake or stack,” Walser says. “It 
dug into the ground and picked up a lot 
of trash and dirt that we had to sort out. 
It wouldn’t hold things in place.”
To dig out roots, Walser resorted to 

plowing. “The plows would hang up on 
roots and tear up shanks,” he says.
While hayforks could move hay bales, 

AnBo’s rakes designed to
help farmers move waste

they lacked the control necessary to 
stack them. Says Walser, “When the 
bale rolled off the fork, I’d have to hope 
it rolled where I wanted it.”
A firewood side business was also too 

manually labor intensive, requiring sort-
ing through logs and debris.
Walser needed a tool strong enough 

to pick up stumps, logs, and hay bales, 
controllable enough to stack them, and 
versatile enough to efficiently rake up 
twigs and limbs without piling up dirt. 
It also had to be strong enough to with-
stand long wear without breaking teeth.
He turned to a hydraulic grapple rake 

by Colville, Washington-based AnBo 
Mfg., which specializes in high quality 
designed products for tractors, loaders, 
and skid steers.
AnBo built the grapple rake to fit Wals-

Patent pending

PERC 412

PERC 206
On accessory trailer
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er’s Caterpillar loader so no brackets 
were needed. The grapple rake oper-
ates with the loader like a bucket. You 
can raise and lower it, roll it forwards 
or backwards. Opening and closing its 
jaws of spaced metal tines is controlled 
by a third hydraulic function.
Walser chose and 8-foot grapple rake 

with 6-inch tine spacing to allow dirt but 
not brush to sift through the rake’s tines. 
AnBo uses a special type of steel that 
has twice the yield strength (resistance 
to bending) and a much higher Brinell 
Hardness rating (resistance to wear) 
than T-1 steel.
When he uses the grapple rake to re-

move trees, stumps, and roots, he’s 
confident it’ll pick up the load without 
bending teeth or cluttering things up 
with debris.
“I can pick up whatever I want with it, 

from stumps as big as people to brush, 
without picking up dirt,” he says. “It’s 
great for grubbing out stumps and roots, 
and can do the work of five men moving 
and stacking logs in our firewood busi-
ness.”
He uses the grapple rake not only to 

rake up tree limbs, brush, and trash, but 
also to lightly plow the ground in prepa-

ration for planting improved grass seed 
for cattle pasture. “Because you can 
do everything with it from removing 
stumps, to raking, to light plowing, it 
makes for a fast, easy way to get a clean 
pasture,” he says.
Walser uses the grapple rake to pick 

up, place, and stack square and round 
hay bales on a truck trailer, in addition 
to taking hay straight to the cattle from 
a haystack. “The grapple rake gives us 
more control than a hay fork,” he says. 
“With it, you can pick up, turn, set down 
and stack bales wherever you want. It’s a 
great tool for so many applications, and 
is quick to change over from a bucket.”
Dennis Sherer, who grows corn and 

soy beans and runs a cow/calf opera-
tion on 2,000 acres southeast of Kansas 
City, Missouri, had removed trees from 
a hedge row that was damaging a fence, 
and whose roots were jutting into a field. 
He was frustrated with pushing the trees 
on the ground with a dozer bucket for 
burning disposal. Trying to remove the 
roots with a chisel plow wasn’t work-
ing, and he disliked how waste hay fell 
from the bucket when cleaning around 
the cow racks each winter.
He turned to a 7’ AnBo grapple rake as 

an attachment for his tractor loader, and 
found the going much easier.
“Instead of pushing trees along the 

ground, I pick them up with the grapple 
rake and carry them to the pile,” says 
Sherer. “It grabs everything like the fin-
gers of your hand, and gives you more 
control. With it, you can pick up just 
about anything off the ground. It saves 
lots of time picking up waste cow feed 
to spread over the pasture.”
Sherer has used his grapple rake to pick 

up, move, or load items that are difficult 
or inconvenient to do by hand. He’s 
used it to pull trees back from fence 
lines. He’s used it to load wood posts. 
He’s used it to pick up scrap iron, old 
tires, and concrete foundation pieces. 
With it, he plans to tear down old wood 
buildings and load them onto a truck for 
removal.
“It’s a great time saver,” concludes 

Sherer. “I wish I’d heard of it earlier.”
For more information, call 866-684-

3330 toll free; fax 509-684-1997; email 
sales@anbomanufacturing.com; visit 
www.anbomanufacturing.com on the in-
ternet; or write to AnBo Manufacturing, 
Inc. at 685 Elm Tree Drive, Colville, WA  
99114.                                                       e

The Columbia Basin Farmer, September 2006
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Having to get out of your vehicle twice, often in in-
clement weather, opening and closing a heavy gate 
while keeping an eye on the livestock and tracking 

mud in your car, or the inconvenience of climbing down from 
the tractor and back up again at every gate… is now a thing of 
the past, thanks to the discovery of an ingeniously simple and 
economic gate developed by our friends in the UK, welcome… 
the Electro-Gate.
Electro-Gate offers the convenience and safety of an afford-

able drive-through electrified gate that allows you to remain in 

Electro-Gate
your car, ATV, or tractor while keeping livestock or wildlife 
where they belong.
Electro-Gate, new in the Americas, is a tried and proven prod-

uct that has been used in Europe for over 30 years.
Electro-Gate installs and is operational in minutes. The gate 

may be attached to an existing electric fence or energized by 
itself.
Unlike other gates that may scratch your vehicle, Electro-

Gate’s soft rubber coating is gentle on vehicles and does not 
scratch.
Insulated hand-holds allow for pedestrians to cross without 

danger. And our newly developed “streamers” will keep the 
little ones from crossing underneath.
Electro-Gate is quickly becoming a favorite of the pivot ir-

rigation systems as it allows passage from one pasture to the 
next without supervision.
Increase efficiency, safety and convenience are great reasons 

for owning the Electro-Gate.
Now, for the first time offered to the US by PRAK-

TEK Inc. see us at www.electrogate.us                  e

Welding smoke, diesel smoke, grinding and just 
about everything else you do in your shop puts dust 
and smoke particles into the air that you'd probably 

be better off not breathing.
Wayne Hughes owner of AIR-VAC SYSTEMS INC. in Cedar 

Falls, Iowa can help keep shop air clean. For 19 years, Hughes 
has been making and selling air cleaners to repair and body 
shops, factories, bars and other places of work. He recently 
started offering to farmers for use in farm shops.
Hughes' air cleaners are housed in a 16-guage steel powder 

coated cabinet that measures 2 ft. square by 5 ft. long and 
weighs 160 Ibs. An electric fan located at one end of the cabi-
net pulls the dirty air through a two stage filtering system and 
exhausts the clean air back into the shop.

Filter System Vacuums Shop Air – No Exhausting!
Installing an AIR-VAC system is simple. Mount it on a high 

shelter suspend it from the rafters using four chains. Plugs into 
any 110 outlet.
The model M-25 Air-Vac unit will clean the air in a shop up to 

2000 sq. ft, and sells for $1,780.00. Simply add more units for 
larger sizes. This is important because the secret behind air clean-
ing equipment is having enough equipment to do the job. Check 
out our other air cleaners at air-vacsystems.com such as our roll 
a way to take the welding smoke at the source (pictured).
AIR-VAC SYSTEMS INC. accepts Visa, Master Card, Amer-

ican Express or Discover and offers a 60 day money back guar-
antee. Contact Wayne at 800-234-2473 or on his cell phone at 
319-290-2003. Or mail check to Air-Vac Systems 1514 W. One 
Tree Rd. Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 air-vacsystems.com     e
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M. Meyers & Associates has 
been in the tire recycling 
business since 1995, spe-

cializing in the processing of nylon 
truck tires for various industrial and 
agricultural applications. We offer 

100% nylon, bias ply truck-tire side-
walls to the farming industry as a wel-
come alternative to handling whole 
tires used for trench silo and bunker 
coverage. Originally servicing Ameri-
can University Dairy Extension De-

100% Nylon, Bias Ply Truck Sidewalls

beef-dairy

partments, we have since expanded by 
supplying our unique product to the 
dairy and beef farming communities. 
We have eight tire-processing facilities 
throughout the United States, shipping 
approximately thirty loads of bias ply 
truck-tire sidewalls each month.  
With the ever-increasing demand 

for our product vastly greater than 
the available supply, we offer year-
round delivery. Upon placing an or-
der, freight costs are guaranteed not 
to increase, even if fuel costs rise by 
the delivery date. Working with nylon 
truck-tire sidewalls makes sense: no 
sharp wires, no water, stackable, re-
duced labor (truck vs passenger tires) 
and an ideal working weight.  As well, 
we offer multiple load discounts, no-
interest financing and long-term de-
livery programs.  For those who wish 
to convert to nylon sidewalls, but are 
wary of the labor and cost of discard-
ing existing tires, we have several 
cost-effective suggestions to allevi-
ate their concern. Farmers with vision 
have come to realize it is essential to 
place their order well in advance of 
their needs. 
When using these 100% nylon side-

walls (no metal / no wires), farmers 
wonder why they have used whole 
tires that trap stagnant water, viruses 
(West Nile Virus), mosquitoes and 
other critters. This is a one-time in-
vestment allowing you to work more 
efficiently with improved safety and 
hygiene, saving back-breaking labor 
and headaches, while minimizing the 
risk of silage spoilage.  
With thousands of satisfied American 

dairy and beef farmers working with 
our product, we would be pleased to 
provide you with referrals.
Reserve now for spring and fall 

2008.
Danny  1-888-581-5488
E-mail: nadler@videotron.ca
Marvin 1-888-486-0251
E-mail: marvinmeyers31@vdn.ca         e
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Rio Hondo Livestock & Farrier Supply

Rio Hondo is family owned and 
managed by Richard and Lynn 
Brook. Rio Hondo is Spanish 

for the “deep creek” running through the 
Brooks’ ranch situated in the Snake River 
Valley of southern Idaho, 4.5 miles west 
of Buhl, along Scenic Highway 30.           
The Brooks have been in the ranching 

and farrier business for 35 years, having 
complete knowledge and expertise 
pertaining to the horse shoeing  industry 

including distinctive brand name tools 
and supplies. They also include their 
son and daughter, Rick and Suryia 
in the daily operation of the business 
emphasizing friendly service and customer 
satisfaction.
The Brooks’ thorough knowledge and 

experience in cattle ranching has prompted 
them to offer consumers Hi-Hog, “The 
Outstanding Brand” in farm and ranch 
livestock handling equipment. Rio Hondo 

will be the only provider of Hi-Hog 
equipment in Idaho. An “onsite” equipment 
display offers consumers a “no obligation” 
demonstration with the opportunity to 
check out the high quality and ease of 
handling this exclusive equipment offers.
Rio Hondo would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of our customers 
for their support and patronage. We 
appreciate your business, and look forward 
to supplying your needs in the future.    e

Biogenetic Services, Inc., an 
animal and plant protein/DNA 
testing business located in 

Brookings, South Dakota, recently an-
nounced the introduction of a new DNA 
blood test for determining resistance 
versus susceptibility to BSE (Mad Cow 
disease) in cattle.  Breeders and produc-
ers now have a powerful tool available 
to help them identify, select and breed 
resistant animals to thereby improve the 

Biogentic Services, Inc.
level of resistance to Mad Cow disease 
in U.S. cattle populations.
The immediate benefit to cattle breed-

ers and producers and ultimately to con-
sumers is that selective cattle breeding 
programs will lead to cattle populations 
with higher levels of resistance to BSE 
(Mad Cow disease).
Thus, it is abundantly clear that this 

DNA blood test is a powerful tool ca-
pable of rapid identification of cattle 

possessing genotypes associated with 
phenotypic expression of BSE and that 
the information obtained with this tool 
is invaluable to both the domestic cattle 
industry as well as to consumers and 
their human health.
To obtain additional information about 

services and prices visit www.bioge-
neticservices.com,  Email:   biogene@
brookings.net, call 1-800-423-4163 or fax 
605-697-8507.                               e
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If you have ever struggled to put calf 
nipple on a bottle then Wadsworth 
Manufacturing who has been the 

leader in delayed castration products has 
the item for you. What started as a very 
simple design change to make placing a 
rubber nipple on the bottle much easier 
has led to many innovations that make 
our nipple very unique. We have dis-
cussed issues from the vent to the shape 
of the tip with users that feed one or two 
calves a year to the users that feed thou-
sands per day. We really think we have 
put together the nipple that addresses 
all of the feedback we have received.  
Starting at the tip of the nipple, ours has 
smaller diameter right at the tip and gets 
bigger as it gets closer to the base. This 
makes it easier for a brand new calf to 
get it positioned in its mouth. We have 
also went with a softer material and gave 

it a texture that feels more natural.  The 
vent design has a very broad base and 
a slit that works together with the ac-
cordion style ribs to open and shut with 

movement as well as suction to increase 
the airflow. This helps the larger more 
aggressive calves get the air they need 
to drink faster.  These ribs also aid in the 
nipple staying on the bottle because they 
absorb all of the side pressure that pulls 

the nipples off. This lets you carry the 
bottles of milk by the nipple without the 
worry of them pulling off. The built in 
angle inside the base where it attaches to 
the bottle helps the user by lining up the 
nipple and forcing the nipple to stretch 
around the bottle lip. Our nipple goes 
on the bottle with a gentle push. What 
we believe to be a one of the greatest 
functions of our nipple is the fact that 
we can buy back used or wore out prod-
uct and recycle it to make new nipples.  
It is great to make a product that has a 
built in solution for what to do with it 
when it has lived through its life expec-
tancy, which by the way we are find-
ing to be longer than other nipples. It 
doesn’t help anybody to just throw them 
away. For more information give us a 
call at (800)535-2428 or look us up at 
www.CattleBanders.com             e

Wadsworth Mfg. – EZE Bloodless Castrators

A total of 54 students from 12 
southern colleges and univer-
sities participated in the third 

annual Southern Regional Dairy Chal-
lenge, November 20 through 22 in 
Statesville, N.C.
The Southern Regional Dairy Challenge 

is an innovative two-day event designed 
by professionals from allied industry and 
university educators to bring classroom 
training to life in the real world for stu-
dents preparing for dairy careers.
North Carolina State University hosted 

the 2008 contest, drawing participants 
from Alabama A&M University, Berry 
College, Clemson University, Ferrum 
College, University of Florida, Univer-
sity of Kentucky, Louisiana State Uni-
versity, Mississippi State University, 
North Carolina State University, Virgin-
ia Tech, West Virginia University, and 
Western Kentucky University.
“The regional Dairy Challenge, while 

offering a competitive format, is more 
about educating students about dairy 
farm evaluation and working with stu-
dents from other universities,” says 
contest planning committee chair Dave 

Winston of Virginia Tech. “Students 
learn a great deal in the process.”
A key objective, Winston, continued, 

is to present students with a real-life 
situation that stresses the importance of 
teamwork and professionalism. Teams 
of students from the different universi-
ties were formed to conduct a compre-
hensive evaluation of a working dairy 
farm. Afterwards, teams presented their 
analysis and prioritized opportunities 
for improvement to a panel of expert 
judges and the dairy owners.
Hosts for this year’s Southern Regional 

Dairy Challenge were Reid Gray, of 
Grayhouse Farms, Stoney Point, N.C., 
and Dennis Leamon, owner of Lucky L 
Jerseys near Statesville.
What They Did During The Challenge
Students arrived at the Holiday Inn con-

ference center on the afternoon of Novem-
ber 20. After check-in and registration, 
participants were split into mixed-univer-
sity teams. Teams got to know each other 
over dinner and then participated in team-
building exercises led by Dave Winston. 
Winston worked with students to discover 
their teams’ strengths and capabilities, 

examine ingredients of effective teams, 
and evaluate team members’ personality 
styles. “I was impressed with the cama-
raderie that developed among students 
from different institutions after only being 
together for such a short period of time,” 
comments Winston.
The next morning, teams received de-

tailed production, financial, nutrition and 
reproduction records, and left for their 
farm visit to evaluate cows, facilities and 
management practices. After a two-hour 
farm visit, teams returned to the hotel to 
analyze their data and develop recom-
mendations for improvement. Each team 
prepared a 20-minute presentation that de-
tailed their observations and suggestions. 
The evening concluded with dinner at the 
Iredell County Ag Center, following by 
bowling at Statesville’s Plamor Lanes.
On the program’s final day, each team 

presented its evaluation and recommen-
dations to a panel of industry judges. 
Teams were ranked as platinum, gold or 
silver, based on how well they worked as 
a team and how effectively their presen-
tations of strengths and opportunities for 
the dairy operation matched the judges’ 

Third Southern Regional Dairy Challenge Draws 
54 Students From 12 Schools
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evaluations. When teams were not pre-
senting, they toured the farm they had 
not evaluated for the competition.
The Dairy Challenge ended with dinner, 

entertainment and an awards ceremony at 
Stamey Farms in Statesville. Participants 
and coaches were welcomed by Dr. Todd 
See, head of the Animal Science Depart-
ment at North Carolina State University, 
who congratulated them on their excel-
lent performance throughout the event.
Awards
Dairy Challenge teams are named in 

recognition of sponsoring businesses 
and organizations.
Receiving first place Platinum awards were:
· Team Select Sire Power: Aaron Horst, 

Virginia Tech; Matt McCombs, West 
Virginia University; Brittany Mixson, 
Clemson University; Felicia Taylor, 
Western Kentucky University; and Alli-
son Vignes, Louisiana State University.
·  Team American Dairy Science Asso-

ciation: Natalie Davis, Louisiana State 
University; Samantha Davis, Virginia 
Tech; Jennifer Devine, Berry College; 
Jessica Leonard, North Carolina State 
University, and Andrew Mains, Univer-
sity of Kentucky.
Second place Platinum awards went to:
· Team Southern States Cooperative: 

Abby Burns, North Caronlina State Uni-
versity; Keegan Gay, University of Ken-
tucky; Hayley Hollier, Louisiana State 
University; Ivy Roberts, Berry College; 
and Decima Washington, Alabama A&M.
· Team Genex: Ryan Haines, Virginia 

Tech, LaQuanda Hall, Alabama A&M 
University, Amy Hoback, Ferrum Col-
lege; and Candace Munz, University of 
Florida.
Gold award teams were:
· Team Dairy Farmers of America: Randi 

Black, University of Kentucky; Kari Bot-
kin, Ferrum College; Ashley Fairchild, 
North Carolina State University; and Jessie 
Nickerson, West Virginia State University.
· Team ABS Global: Sara Coleman, 

Clemson University; Karl Wesley 
Henry, Jr., Alabama A&M University; 
Amanda Holaday, Western Kentucky 
University; Amanda Stowers, Missis-
sippi State University; and Marlene 
Tremblay, University of Kentucky.
· Team New Frontier Bank: Kather-

ine Anderson, Ferrum College; Nancy 
Chenault, University of Kentucky; Ash-
ley Massagee, University of Florida; 
Christopher Ragland, Alabama A&M 
University; and Anthony Roe, Western 

Kentucky University.
· Team Zinpro Performance Minerals: 

Megan Bullard, Mississippi State Uni-
versity, Stephanie Croyule, University 
of Florida, Simone Kennedy, Clemson 
University; Lucas Krueger, Alabama 
A&M University; and Autumn Spencer, 
Ferrum College.
Teams receiving Silver awards were:
· Team Southeast DHIA, Inc: Morgan 

Bullard, Mississipi State University; 
Ashley Dozier, Alabama A&M Universi-
ty; Laura Gaver, Virgina Tech; and Beth 
Hudson, Western Kentucky University.
· Team Merial Ltd.: Ethan Bloomfield, 

West Virginia University; Mallory Edi-
son, Berry College; Ana Ferrer, Missis-
sippi State University; Brandi Roebuck, 
Alabama A&M University.
· Team Dairy Production Systems: Sar-

ah Baker-Walker, Berry College; Deir-
dre Bowie, Alabama A&M University; 
C.J. Middleton, University of Florida; 
and Brandy Puckett, Ferrum College.
· Team Agway Foundation: Kristen Glos-

son, North Carolina State University; Les-
lie Johnson, Alabama A&M University; 
Sarah Pogue, Berry College; and Sarah 
Thomas, Western Kentucky University.
Afterwards, most students echoed the 

comments of one individual who said, 

“This was a great program overall and 
had great experiences that will benefit 
me in the future.”
About Dairy Challenge
Eastern Kentucky University, Western 

Kentucky University, and the University of 
Kentucky will jointly host the 2009 South-
ern Regional Dairy Challenge. To become 
a Southern Regional sponsor, contact Gary 
Hay at ghay@agcenter.lsu.edu. All contri-
butions are tax-deductible to the full extent 
of the law. Contributing sponsors are rec-
ognized on the Dairy Challenge web site, 
as well as programs and news stories is-
sued throughout the year.
The Southern Regional is one of four 

regional contests under the guidance and 
support of the North American Intercol-
legiate Dairy Challenge. The NAIDC 
mission is to facilitate education, com-
munication and an exchange of ideas 
among students, agribusiness, dairy pro-
ducers and universities that enhances the 
development of the dairy industry and its 
leaders.
The 2009 national Dairy Challenge 

contest will be held March 27 and 28 
in Syracuse, N.Y. For more informa-
tion, visit www.dairychallenge.org 
or contact Molly J. Kelley, Executive 
Director, at naidc@wdexpo.com.    e
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CONNELL GRANGE SUPPLY

509-234-2631
www.connellgrange.com

Your One Stop Shopping Center In Connell!
TOTAL HARDWARE and FARM HARDWARE

24-HR FUEL PUMPS

Northwest Propane 

360-354-4471
Mt. Vernon, WA

360-424-4471

Mountain
Home KOA

“We salute Idaho’s
   farmers & ranchers!”

208-587-5111
220 E. 10th North

Mountain Home, ID 83647

Caldwell     459-6363
Boise          343-5474
Fairfield      764-2205
Gooding     934-4935

Twin Falls      734-2631
Jerome          324-2317
Buhl               543-4252
Glenns Ferry 366-2468

Premium Fuels & Lubricants for
Your Farm, Home or Business

“Serving Idaho Since 1939”

EqUIPMENT

AGRICULTURE

marketplace

Pratt Truck
Parts - Service

208-785-6794
62 N. 400 W. Blackfoot

FINNEY FARMS INC.

575-355-7372

COPIES • PRINTING • FAX
714 North Main • P.O. Box 556

Meridian, Idaho 83680
Phone: 208-888-5682

Fax: 208-288-1946
Cell: 283-3567

Email: mdrnprntrs@qwest.net

FUELS-LUBRICANTS
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Cushman
Drilling
208-785-1588
208-681-5616

Down-Hole Television Inspection
Perforation Cleaning - Sonar-Jet

www.fairlys.com

2301 Main St.
Boise, ID 83702

REAL ESTATE
Nevada Farms and
Ranches for sale!

Contact : Paul Bottari, Broker
 Bottari Realty 775-752-3040 or 752-0952

paul@bottarirealty.com
visit our web site: www.bottarirealty.com 

EqUIPMENT BEEF–DAIRY

Triple Cross Farm
Anza, CA

951.763.0026
Dorper

Ewe And Ram Lambs

Registered • Scrapie Free
Fullbloods • Purebreds

www.triplecrossfarmsinc.com

GOAT-SHEEP

REAL ESTATE

WANTED: New Holland Bale Wagons.
Self Propelled and Pull Types.
All models considered. 
Roeder Implement • P.O. Box 228
Seneca, KS 66538 • 785-336-6103

BALE WAGONS

AUTO SALES



IDAHO  
Walco at Farm City 

OREGON
High Desert Ranch & Home

Junction City Farm And Garden

Winners Circle Farm
 

4 Corners Farm & Garden

Eich’s Mercantile - Radio Shack

Inland Feed & Farm Supply

Laurel Farm Supply
 

Pomeroy Grange Supply Co.

St. John Grange Supply Inc.

Western World


