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Upcoming Ag Shows
January 9-10: Northern Illinois Farm Show – DeKalb, IL
The only farm show serving Northern Illinois producers, last year’s event at the Northern Illinois University Convocation Center
featured over 270 exhibits and numerous seminars. More than 7,000 people attended the 2007 show.
January 22-24: Potato Conference and Ag Expo – Pocatello, ID
The 40th annual Potato Conference and the 29th Ag Expo will again be held at Idaho State University, in Pocatello, ID.
January 23-24: Midwest Ag Expo – Gifford, IL
Managed by Midwest Equipment Dealers Association (MEDA), formed in 1991 by the merger of the Illinois Retail Farm Equipment Association (founded in 1899) and the Wisconsin Farm Equipment Association (founded in 1906). MEDA’s mission is to
promote the farm, industrial, outdoor power equipment, dairy and farmstead mechanization industry and to provide services that
will assist Association members in becoming more profitable and better equipped to operate in today’s business environment.
January 25-27: Power Show Ohio – Ohio Expo Center, Columbus, OH
New agricultural, construction, and outdoor power equipment from more than 600 companies, and featuring a full schedule of
educational seminars all three days. Four buildings connected by tented walkways total more than 300,000 square feet under
roofs.
February 5-7: Spokane Ag Expo – Spokane Convention Center Complex, Spokane, WA
The largest machinery show in the Inland Northwest, and it’s all under one roof in the recently completed Spokane Convention
Center Complex with over 126,000 square feet of exhibit space. Spokane Ag Expo provides the best possible marketing showcase for exhibitors of agricultural equipment and related products to the farmer, rancher and producer customer. The 2008
event has been expanded to also target country homeowners, landowners and small-scale growers. The Pacific Northwest
Farm Forum is also planning a number of seminars that will directly relate to this new category of owners, in addition to the
regular featured forums that take place throughout the three days.
February 12-14: World Ag Expo – Tulare, CA
World Ag Expo is held in Tulare, California, the second week of February each year. The show is the world’s largest agricultural
exposition, with 2.6 million square feet of exhibit space, over 1,600 exhibitors, and more than 100,000 attendees. The Expo’s
popular dairy section will include more than 130 new exhibits with the addition of the NEW Dairy Technology Center as well as
surrounding outdoor exhibits.
February 13-16: National Farm Machinery Show & Tractor Pull – Louisville, KY
The National Farm Machinery Show and Championship Tractor Pull return to the Kentucky Exposition Center in February of
2008. See row after row of brand name products and services, hands-on demonstrations of the latest technology advancements, and a selection of free seminars that are both practical and informative.
Plus, don’t miss the high-intensity action of the Championship Tractor Pull sponsored by Syngenta. Sure to keep you on the
edge of your seat, these ground-pounding trucks and tractors are competing for the fame and glory that comes with winning
at the oldest indoor tractor pull in America. Make plans now to be a part of the excitement at this year’s National Farm Machinery Show and Championship Tractor Pull.
February 23-25: Western Farm Show – Kansas City, MO
Sponsored by the SouthWestern Association, you’ll find the latest in farm and livestock equipment and resources ranging from
large farm equipment, implements and other products for full-time traditional farmers to compact tractors and equipment designed for part-time, lifestyle farmers. More than 500 exhibitors will be displaying equipment, plus tools, seed, feed, buildings,
chemicals and irrigation systems.
February 27-29: Ag Expo & The North American Seed Fair – Lethbridge, AB Canada
Ag Expo is the premier farm show in Western Canada. You can expect to find exhibitors whose products, including farm equipment, livestock supplies, chemicals, seeds, irrigation, producers and marketers of crops and livestock can directly affect, and
improve, agricultural production. The Ag Expo features over 100,000 sq ft of covered indoor space, and offers another 10,000
sq ft of outdoor space.
March 12-13: Triumph of Agriculture Farm & Ranch Machinery Show – Omaha, NE
The Midwest’s Largest indoor short-line farm and ranch machinery show also showcases the latest in farm machinery, supplies, services and technology.
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agriculture
VARMITgetter™

Got Rodent-Rage?

T

he VARMITgetter™, a clever
gas operated pest control system, is a device for controlling
the populations of burrowing rodents,
such as gophers, ground squirrels, moles
and even badgers, thus greatly reducing
the damage they cause to crops, irrigation systems, and landscaping. It is designed for efficiency on large acreages.
VARMITgetter™ can’t build them
fast enough. Business is really “booming.” In fact, it’s best to order before
their spring rush begins.
Farmers, ranchers, and dairymen are
eager to watch demonstrations of the
VARMITgetter™ destroy pesky varmints on their properties. VARMITgetter™ currently has distributors across
the U.S. and Canada and it continues
selling well internationally to folks in all
facets of agriculture and land use.
The VARMITgetter™ operates by
forcing a controlled ratio of propane and
oxygen into the pests’ burrows. With one
push of the ignition switch, the resultant
blast destroys all the rodents plus their
tunnel system. As an added safety measure, an electric cutout switch prevents
ignition while gas is being discharged.
A high voltage converter, situated in the
applicator, keeps the ignition spark away
from the operator at the control box. For
added safety, the entire unit is equipped

with no less than three flash back arrestor check valves to eliminate any chance
of fire traveling up the gas lines.
“Our device is designed to be backfilled in tunnel systems/burrows, containing the concussion, and controlling
the noise level,” VARMITgetter™ explains, “making this device very cost effective to operate. If you hear a ‘bang,’
your losing 75%, or more, of your concussion kill. Because this method kills
instantly by concussion, it is more humane than poisons or traps, for just pennies a shot.”

What this means to the consumer is the
VARMITgetter™ is more economical,
in addition to being more effective. Priced
$700 less than the competition, buyers are getting a lot more bang for their
buck, so to speak. VARMITgetter™’s
improved design is likewise more economical on bottled oxygen use. Each

blast requires less oxygen to support the
combustion of the propane.
On VARMITgetter™‘s website (www.
varmitgetter.com), they list 21 advantages of their product over competitors’
hand-held models. Most notably, perhaps, is the improved design that allows
remote detonation (as much as 25-feet
from the burrow). Operators are no longer subjected to what they call “ground
zero fragmentation blasts.” Additionally, the superior design of the VARMITgetter™ eliminates dust-covered
clothes and allows the owner to view its
effectiveness from a safe distance.
The improved design is more easily
portable, providing a more consistent
gas mix to increase effectiveness, and
it gets gas into the burrow much faster
for improved results. In fact, these improvements allow VARMITgetter™ to
confidently claim their able to destroy
100 feet of varmint tunnel in one blast
and they’ve taken out 130-150 feet in a
single ignition.
To learn more about the multiple
VARMITgetter™ advantages or to
see actual online demonstration footage, please visit the website at www.
varmitgetter.com. For inquiries or orders, you may contact VARMITgetter™ at their Payette, Idaho office:
1.877.982.7648 (1-877-x varmit).
e

PRAIRIE WIND CASINO

P

rairie Wind Casino is owned
and operated by the Oglala
Sioux Tribe. Open 24 hours 7
days a week. The casino is located 12
miles East of Oelrichs, SD on Hwy
18 / 30 miles West of Pine Ridge, SD
on Hwy 18. The casino offers a va8 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

riety of gaming entertainment: Slots,
Blackjack, 3Card Poker or No Limit
Texas Hold’em Poker. Not a Players Club member? Sign up today its
FREE and easy. Hungry? We have a
wonderful Buffet in our Restaurant
with a limited menu. Needing cash?
Southwest / Rocky Mountain

Don’t worry we have an ATM on the
premises. Visit our website at prairiewindcasino.com. HC 49 Box 10,
Pine Ridge, SD 1-800-705-WIND.
The Oglala Sioux Tribe Welcomes You! COMING SOON NEW
CASINO & HOTEL!!
e
www.ritzfamilypublishing.com

Health Benefits of Bramble Fruit
There are many good reasons to eat
raspberries and blackberries.
They are high in Vitamin C, which
prevents scurvy, reduces risk of stroke,
and helps prevent cancer initiation.
They are good sources of Folate, which
is an especially important nutrient for

pregnant women, since it helps prevent
neural tube (spinal column) defects. It
may also help prevent heart disease.
They are cholesterol free and virtually
fat free. They are sources of dietary
fiber that lowers cholesterol and may
help prevent colon cancer and heart
disease. They are low in calories. All
these make bramble fruit a good addition to your diet.
But that’s not all. Raspberries and
blackberries have been shown to contain healthful substances which research shows may slow down the aging
process, boost immunity, and protect
against chronic disease, including heart
disease and cancer.
An increasing number of studies link
various foods--especially berries and
other intensely colored fruits and vegetables such as strawberries, blueberries,
and carrots--with improved health and
disease prevention. Some of the healthful, bioactive substances in these foods
appear to be the pigments that give them
their bright colors. Others are flavor
compounds, such as those that give an
astringent taste to the seeds.
For example, anthocyanin, which
gives berries their red color, is an antioxidant that scavenges free radicals,
which may cause aging of cells. Researchers are currently linking anthocyanin activity to improving vision,
controlling diabetes, improving circulation, preventing cancer and heart
disease, and retarding the effects of
aging, particularly loss of memory
and motor skills. Ellagic acid, a phewww.ritzfamilypublishing.com

nolic compound found in berries, has
exhibited anti-carcinogenic effects
against a wide range of carcinogens
in several tissues. And ellagic acid has
been shown, in studies with rats and
mice, to contribute to significant inhibition of colon, esophageal, liver,
lung, tongue, and skin cancers.
Why not just take a nutritional supplement?
When it comes to nutrition, no one
has been able to outsmart Mother Nature. Research shows that it is a combination of phytochemicals working
together with the berry’s fiber, vitamins, and minerals which make it so
effective. For example, the combination of anthocyanins, Vitamin C, and
ellagic acid can act together, contributing to berries’ high ORAC (Oxygen
Radical Absorbance Capacity) value, a
measure of antioxidant effectiveness.
Antioxidants are shown to work best
when combined; the presence of fiber,
and other plant compounds enhance

Southwest / Rocky Mountain

the health benefit. Scientists have also
found that raspberries blackberries
may have cancer-fighting properties,
but cannot attribute them to only one
component. For these reasons, a nutraceutical source --a food with health
properties-- is a more viable antioxidant option than a dietary supplement.
And a lot tastier!
This article was provided by The North
American Bramble Growers Association, a growers association whose objective is “to promote the general interest
of the bramble growers in North America through improved communication
and research.” The article, along with
a wealth of information on this subject,
can be found at their website: www.
raspberryblackberry.com.
If you are looking for a source for
thornless blackberries, contact Tom
Doyle of Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry
Inc., 1600 Bedford Rd., Washington, IN
47501. Phone 812-254-2654 or email
tomdoyle@fruitsandberries.com
e
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Egbers on
Super Edge
“There just isn’t enough we
can say about the Super Edge
Auger Flighting” Agrees Doug and
Laura
Egbers, owners of Egbers Flighting &
Supply L.L.C. The Super Edge is created in the rolling process.
This is a cold rolling process so the steel is not heat treated.
“This lets the steel retain its strength.” States Doug. Because of
how the flighting is made, the outside edge is thicker than your
common market flighting or plain flighting as they call it. Super
Edge Auger Flighting has approximately 50 thicker outside edge.
It gives longer wear and longer life of the auger.
And Egbers knows their augers. Their repair and fabrication
division has years of experience in re-flighting and balancing
auger sections. “It just makes good sense to replace the auger
flighting instead of buying a new auger section.” Confirms Doug“”New auger sections can be pricey and the Super Edge Auger

Flighting is priced to sell,” Along with their repair’s Egbers offers
a wide assortments of replacement parts and tubing. They have
you basic inside tubing, pipe, rolled tube for grain cart unloading
augers all the way up to 40 ft. lengths for transport augers,
“We’ve always thought freight and shipping to our customers
was a problem, we can ship pretty much all the replacement parts
a customer needs from here.” States Laura “That way all your
parts come from one location instead of several,”
New service for Egbers is their ability to balance combine
rotors. “We’re always looking for new products and services
for our customers. These rotors can be balanced at a fraction of
what a new one costs,” Says Laura.
All in all Egbers supports a great team for sales and
repairs. They’re your One-Stop-Shop for your replacement
needs. Call them at 800-462-2588 or check them
out on the web - www.eflighting.com.
e

®

Double B MFG INC

f you’ve been avoiding the use of polyacrylamide
(PAM) because of expensive applicators or messy
products, your troubles are over! Just place one or two
of these SOILPAM® TABLETS in each furrow and start
your water. In many cases, the application cost is cut to just
a few dollars per acre.
Many irrigators not only save water, they save a full irrigation set by using SOILPAM® products. These SOILPAM®
TABLETS can save you time and money! They are perfect
for a closed gated pipe system where there is no open ditch
to apply conventional polymer products.
SOILPAM® TABLETS are very easy and inexpensive to
try. Reduce silt movement and stop those rows from breaking over!
By using SOILPAM® Track Sacks on a center pivot, this
product minimizes wheel track ruts. Cut pivot maintenance
and production costs by reducing soil compaction around
the wheel tracks and by reducing hard clods that form. Track
Sacks eliminate standing water in the wheel tracks, lowering disease potential and preventing center pivots from getting stuck in the mud holes. You can try SOILPAM® Track
Sacks for only a couple dollars per acre. For more information call 800-764-5726 or go to www.earthchem.com.
e

ot a bump in your road. We can help. Double B MFG
INC has been taking bumps out of roads like yours for
more than 13 years . Owners include, farmers , ranchers, townships, state dots, schools, grain elevators and machinery dealers. The original machine , the 2014 has changed very
little in 13 years. Two smaller units have been introduced, the
9872 to be pulled by smaller tractors, and the E-48 to be towed
by ATV’s or garden tractors, for use on smaller driveways, hiking trails or any place where the path is rough. Brad Preslicka
one of the original owners, still works in production along with
a son-in-law Jamie Peters. Looking for a road grader? We have
them in 21 states and part of Canada. Our company also manufactures hose reels for fertilizer, chemical, diesel fuel and water
in sizes from 1/2 in to 3 in full port. We believe in quality, and
customer satisfaction. Need a reference, or have a question?
Call us, we can help. 320-382-6623 or 320-382-6253
e

SOILPAM

I
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Farm Pond Water
Quality Maintenance
By: Jim A. Keeton, Fisheries Biologist

A

major challenge on the farmstead is maintaining a pond for
not only aesthetic appearance,
but also a balanced fishery and good
water quality. Many ponds are plagued
with poor water quality that can result
in major algae blooms, fish kills and
poor water transparency. Poor water
quality is the root of all evil concerning
ornamental ponds, resulting in low oxygen; excessive algae and weed growth
and not so nice looking water.
Many of us wonder what are the
causes of such conditions and how
we can correct them. Most biologists
know that excessive nutrients such as
nitrogen and phosphorus are the culprits of poor water quality. Even small

12 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

amounts of these nutrients in water
can make a major difference between
a clean pond and an unsightly pond.

NUTRIENTS
Sources of nutrient entering a pond
come from a variety of sources that we

call non-point source pollution because
it is hard to identify all sources in particular pond water shed. In agricultural
areas, run-off from fields, corrals, barns
etc. can contribute large amounts of
phosphorus and nitrogen if your pond is
down stream. Even wells can be a major
contributor to algae growth if they are
loaded with nutrients. Many people assume if the water from a well is clear
and cold, then it must be good when if
fact, testing many times reveals high
levels of phosphorus and even nitrogen.
MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES
The key to a successful farm pond
management and a beautiful pond are
maintaining water quality through a
variety of options. The best manage-

Southwest / Rocky Mountain
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ment approach is solutions that are
biological and mechanical, without
the use of chemicals. In many cases
we cannot controls sources of nutrient entering a pond, so in-pond methods can be used to reduce nutrients
and maintain good water quality and
clarity.
These methods include:
Subsurface aeration, consisting of
fine bubble diffusers to increase oxygen, freshening water, reducing nutrients and creating a better aquatic habitat for beneficial organisms to return
to the pond. Subsurface aeration is
the best as these aerators can circulate
large volumes of water from the bottom up with low power consumption
when compared to fountains. There
are even solar powered aerators for
lake and ponds that are as good as
an electric unit, with no power costs
“ever”, but will cost more up front.

Beneficial microbial additions, a
new technology that is very effective
and a very promising aquatic management tool. Microbes can effectively reduce nutrients to low levels,
digest bottom sludge and reduce all
forms of nitrogen. Various beneficial
microbes are now available for different functions, depending upon pond
conditions.
Artificial substrates can be added for
ponds that are very eutrophic (heavy
nutrient levels), to grow beneficial
organisms and absorb nutrients maintaining clear water.
To summarize call a professional
biologist that can assess your ponds
state of health and make recommendations based upon sound science.
In the next article we will expand on
aeration, biological management procedures and fishery management. e
www.ritzfamilypublishing.com
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MIL-STAK Mid-Size Bale Loaders
Fast, Simple, Affordable

M

IL-STAK has taken great
care to design a mid-size
bale conversion that does
not damage your New Holland bale
wagon. Conceived and invented by a
custom hay stacking operator, the goal
was to design a fast, simple way to single-handedly load and stack mid-size

bales with a New Holland bale wagon.
Yet equally challenging was to try to
retain the ability to quickly switch back
to small bale loading. In their Mid-Size
Bale Loader, MIL-STAK has accomplished just that.
Now offering three models from which
to choose, MIL-STAK is able to fit any

size of operation, from the family farm
to the large commercial operator.
• The model 1030-s is designed for 3x4
bales with the big operator in mind. It
is extremely strong and built to withstand many hours of continuous use.
• The all new 1028-s model is designed
for the 3x3 bales and is nonadjustable.
• The model 1032 is adjustable and
able to handle the 3x3 and 3x4 bales
with ease.
All three models are designed to easily switch to and from mid-size bale
loading with a few bolts and hydraulic quick couplers. Everything is either
bolted on or plugged in – there is no
welding on your bale wagon and no

wires cut. By utilizing your bale wagon’s existing controls, the operator can
quickly and easily load a tight, uniform stack of mid-size bales. And with
features like the Air Bag that virtually
eliminates any side roll of the bale
wagon, a specially designed Cushion
Valve, which allows operators to gently
place bales on a second table, and the
second Table Booster that helps lift the
extra weight of the mid-sized bales by
lifting toward the front of the second
table, which greatly reduces the stress
on the pivot pins, the MIL-STAK MidSize Bale Loaders are not only a joy
to work with, but will help keep your
bale wagon around longer by lessening
wear and tear. Add in the matching yellow and red paint job, and it’s evident
that MIL-STAK is the leader in quality
and appearance.
MIL-STAK...fast, simple, affordable. For more information call (208)
452-6045, fax (208) 452-6065, or write
MIL-STAK INC. at 1350 Glenway,
Fruitland, ID 83619.
e
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Pressurized Exhaust Kills Underground Rodents

T

he patent pending H & M gopher control system uses carbon
monoxide from pressurized engine exhaust to kill burrowing rodents
such as gophers, ground squirrels, moles
and voles.
According to the company, exhaust gas
has long been one of the most lethal and
least expensive methods to kill burrowing
rodents. But until now there hasn’t been
an economical, efficient delivery system.

Company owners, Allen Hurlburt and
Virginia Massey, said that the PERC
system (Pressurized Exhaust Rodent
Controller) involves a 1⁄4 inch diameter
steel wand that is used to probe the burrow and injects pressurized exhaust via
a hand piece valve that fills the burrow
with lethal concentrations of carbon
monoxide before the rodent has a chance
to either escape or block the burrow.
An internal combustion engine, that
also drives a compressor pump that
pressurizes the exhaust gas to 125 psi
in a storage tank, generates the carbon
monoxide.
Two models are available. The PERC
412 is a trailer-mounted unit with a 13
hp motor and four reels each with a
50’ hose and the hand probe. The 412
features turf tires and is designed to be
pulled behind an ATV. It sells for $6,595
plus S&H.
The PERC 206 is a skid-mounted unit
with a 6.5 hp engine, two reels with
50’ hoses and hand probes. It sells for
$3,695 plus S&H.
“No special use permits are required
and crop stands are not damaged,” Hurlburt says. “It is simple to use and safe
for the operator as well as wildlife since
there’s no poison bait or explosions involved. No other control method is as
effective, efficient and as inexpensive to
www.ritzfamilypublishing.com

operate as ours.”
A PERC system can treat moderately
infested alfalfa fields at about 3. 5 acres
an hour with a single operator, he adds.
Each probed location requires only
about 20 seconds injection time.
“We have shipped units from Southern
California to central Canada and as far
east as Kentucky. Though most of our
market has been with alfalfa growers,
orchard and specialty crop growers have

also purchased units. A school district
purchased a PERC 206 for their athletic
fields and several government entities
are very interested,” Hurlburt says.
Contact: H & M Gopher Control
Allen Hurlburt and Virginia Massey
1979 Co. Rd. 106, Tulelake, CA 96134
Phone (530) 667-5181
Email: hurlburt@cot.net
For more information,
www.handmgophercontrol.com
e
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Composting Opportunity

T

he business opportunity of Composting is tremendous! I would
like to relate one example and
then several more Potential Opportunities in the next several Issues.
As a Dairy Operation for example,
one of the easiest ways to increase income without adding cow numbers is
maximize the profitable milk production from each cow.
The Strategy:
A. Quality improvement of each cell
of the feed – Healthy Cells!
He uses Humified Compost Mineral
Blends in the crop production for his
feed, as a way to dramatically improve the Feed Quality!
The missing link that most Dairy
Farmers miss, is the understanding
that Feed Quality comes from a balanced ration AND making sure each
organic (or plant) ingredient of the ration has Healthy Cells.
Healthy Cells are by far the greatest
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opportunity to increase income!
All feed is made up of literally trillions of “plant” cells per pound of
feed. Yet each cell is either healthy
when the growth of the plant was balanced growth or unhealthy when the
growth was unbalanced or said differently forced to grow.
Over the past years we found (in my
opinion by God’s grace) that growing
plants naturally is the way to have the
highest yields and quality when growing
plants naturally as opposed to forcing
growth by adding nitrogen to crops.
In other words we want to provide an
environment that allows plants to grow
to their true potential by balancing all 3
aspects of the soil with Humified Compost, instead of adding the raw minerals
of Nitrogen, Phosphate, and Potassium.
In this article we are generically using
the term “crops” for all kinds of Hay,
Pasture, Grains and Legume crops.
In other words the principle of
healthy cells is the largest opportunity
known to the industry.
B. Improve the quality of the bedding
using Separated Solids to make Processed Bedding
The bedding of cows with separated
solids to make beneficial processed
bedding is proving out to be of greater
value.
The solids are processed with a partial composting procedure that properly prepares the material characteristic for softness and less susceptibility
for pathogens that result in improved
cow comfort and becomes highly
profitable as well.
Dairy Operations have experienced a
huge reduction in Feet Problems due
to the pathogen reduction resulting
from processing the bedding.
This process also influences the solids that remain in the effluent water to
liquefy and concentrates the minerals
in bottom portion of the storage basin
or lagoon allowing the upper portion
to irrigate out and then has less volume of higher nutrient effluent material that needs to transported longer
distance to fields that can accept high

amount of nutrients. This greatly reduces the amount manure removal for
the operation.
Benefits of Higher Feed Quality and
Processed Bedding
• Cow Comfort! Cows relax more allowing them to produce more milk for
the same amount of dry matter intake.
• Reduction of stress related problems
that the cows typically have resulting
in less low grade fever problems that
often lessen the profitability per cow.
Frequently it is hard to put a finger on
the problem or why the vet needs to be
involved as often.
• Milk Quality goes up dramatically
often as much as 6 points or more on
the brix scale. Brix, is a measurement
of total dissolved solids and is one of
the ways to give us an overall indication of cow or cow herd health!
• Milk bonuses resulting from higher
levels of valuable milk components
also have been experienced.
• Overall cost “of milk production per
pound of milk produced” drops dramatically.
• One of the many examples are; a
3000 cow Dairy Operation in the western plains that noticed that their milk
production increased by 20lbs/Cow per
day when they used one our customers
hay. It provided a very interesting experience, especially because the Dairy
Operation did not want to disclose why
they simply wanted to buy up all of our
customers next 2 years of future hay
production, period!
Come to find out a discussion occurred
at the local coffee shop and the Dairy
Operations manager made the statement that even though our customers
neighbor had virtually identical feed
analysis test numbers on his hay, it still
made sense to purchase hay from our
customer. They were dismayed when
our customer asked for a premium for
his hay and negotiated mutually beneficial deal because they actually had side
by side feed trail results that told them
what it was worth. It is simply impossible to document all of the benefits
that can be experienced.
e
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ZERO TOYS, INC.
Zero Blaster

Z

ero Toys, Inc., in the best tradition of realizing ideas
and inventions and bringing them to life in the marketplace, has developed a family of fun, cool, vapor
toys. Now going into their fourth year, two brothers, Alan
and Joel Aronie, started ‘just messing around one night’.
By the next day, they had a prototype of the classic Zero
Blaster, which now comes in translucent blue, red, purple
and opaque silver. The Zero Blaster (and Launcher) loft
2-4 “diameter vapor rings, that sail up to 10 feet away. The
Zero Launcher is the equally capable non-gun version, using the same fog chamber. It’s for the people who don’t
want anything resembling a gun.

But the real deal with these toys is not so complicated.
They are simply fun. Of all the toys given during Christmas, they are usually the ones the kids keep on using and
keep having fun with. We have received scores of testimonials that say just that. “You’ve just made babysitting really
easy.” “Thanks, Zero. My kids love these toys!!” “These
toys are really fun. Everybody in the office has one!!”
“Very cool toys!!”VISIT US TODAY!!
See the Zero Toys family of toys, plus a host of other
very cool toys on the company website: www.zerotoys.
com Order on-line or call us up. We are friendly folk. Two
numbers for Zero Toys: toll–free 866-937-6869 Alt tel:
978-371-3378
Or, if you happen to be anywhere in Eastern Massachusetts, come by for a visit: Zero Toys, Inc.
23B Bradford St. Concord, MA 01742
e

Zero Blaster
Loft 2-4” diameter (non-toxic water base)
Vapor rings up to 12 feet away.

The third member of the family is the keychain version
of the blaster, very cute, also in the original colors, which
makes cheerio size rings that sail up to a couple of feet.
Next is the Wizard Stick, a special effects toy, for lots of
fun games and tricks. There’s also a Deluxe version of the
Wizard Stick which includes 3 scary collectible heads. Last
but not least is the Mighty Blaster, the big little brother of
the Zero Toys family, which emits extra big rings (8” – 12”
diameter) that sail up to 25 feet. It uses a detachable Wizard
Stick as its vapor / non-toxic smoke producer.
Central to the Zero Toys family of vapor toys is their patented vapor generator, which vapourizes non-toxic waterbased Super Zero Fog Fluid when it is pumped past this
generator. This is what makes the vapor rings or toroids.
The science behind this toy is central to the understanding
of phenomena such as tornadoes, whirlpools and the like;
and an explanation of “Fog Ring Physics” is included with
each Zero toy.
www.ritzfamilypublishing.com

Each Toroidal Vortex is unique.
These dreamy beautiful rings
demonstrate principles of physics
and are a BLAST to play with.
only $19.95
plus S&H

Great gift
for the kid
in all of us!!
Order online www.zerotoys.com
Zero Toys, Inc., Concord, MA. Phone: 978-371-3378
U.S. Toll Free: 866-937-6869
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100% Nylon, Bias Ply Truck Sidewalls

M

. Meyers & Associates has
been in the tire recycling
business since 1995, specializing in the processing of nylon truck
tires for various industrial and agricultural applications. We offer 100% nylon,
bias ply truck-tire sidewalls to the farming industry as a welcome alternative
to handling whole tires used for trench
silo and bunker coverage. Originally
servicing American University Dairy
Extension Departments, we have since
expanded by supplying our unique product to the dairy and beef farming communities. We have eight tire-processing
facilities throughout the United States,
shipping approximately thirty loads of
bias ply truck-tire sidewalls each month.
With the ever-increasing demand for our

product vastly greater than the available
supply, we offer year-round delivery.
Upon placing an order, freight costs are
guaranteed not to increase, even if fuel
costs rise by the delivery date. Working
with nylon truck-tire sidewalls makes
sense: no sharp wires, no water, stackable, reduced labor (truck vs passenger
tires) and an ideal working weight. As
well, we offer multiple load discounts,
no-interest financing and long-term delivery programs. For those who wish to
convert to nylon sidewalls, but are wary
of the labor and cost of discarding existing tires, we have several cost-effective
suggestions to alleviate their concern.
Farmers with vision have come to realize it is essential to place their order well
in advance of their needs.

When using these 100% nylon sidewalls
(no metal / no wires), farmers wonder
why they have used whole tires that trap
stagnant water, viruses (West Nile Virus), mosquitoes and other critters. This
is a one-time investment allowing you
to work more efficiently with improved
safety and hygiene, saving back-breaking labor and headaches, while minimizing the risk of silage spoilage.
With thousands of satisfied American
dairy and beef farmers working with our
product, we would be pleased to provide
you with referrals.
Reserve now for spring and fall 2008.
Danny 1-888-581-5488
E-mail: nadler@videotron.ca
Marvin 1-888-486-0251
E-mail: marvinmeyers31@vdn.ca
e

Harv’s Farm Supply Inc.
Helping You “Adapt” To Harvest
Are you looking to replace your combine
or corn head but don’t have to capitol to
update both? Or do you need to have a
specialty head custom built? Or rent a
head for harvest? Or are you looking for
a Bin Extension? Or wanting to find an
easier way to harvest Down Corn? Or
do you just want to adapt a newer head
to an older combine or an older head to
a newer combine. – Either way, we have
you covered!
Harv’s Farm Supply, manufacturer of
BISH brand products – including Bish
Head Changers, Bish Bin Extensions,
Bish Down Corn Reels and Bish Custom Built Corn and Row Crop Heads –
has been in business for 31 years at it’s
original location 4 miles west of Giltner,
Nebraska. Harv’s Farm Supply started
business in 1976, with the introduction
of the Bish Head Changers.
Bish Head Changers are packages which
enable producers to place John Deere
corn and row crop heads onto the combine that best fits their operations. Originally targeting the John Deere heads
to be mounted onto combines of other
manufactures, we now mix and match
heads of nearly all brands onto com18 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

bines of the most popular manufactures.
This ability to serve the hard working
men and women that take grain from the
field to the table has lead this business to
evolve into a leader of quality products
and services that we provide each and
everyday.
As the farming practices changed across
the country the business grew. Sales of
John Deere row crop heads followed
shortly after the introduction of the
Bish Head Changer, the two went hand
in hand. As farming practices changed
and the flex head was brought into production, proving to be a very adequate
tool for harvesting soybeans, particularly
those planted in rows narrower than 30”.
John Deere’s decision to discontinue
the row crop head, has caused demand
to slightly increase, improving the used
head market particularly in the hard to
find row spacings. Soybeans, sorghum
and sunflowers are the crops of choice
for these heads.
Originally selling 8 row and smaller row
crop and corn heads, we now focus on the
needs of producers that require heads not
offered by original equipment manufactures. With 100 corn and row crop heads

in stock we offer a wide variety of row
configurations to meet your needs.
With the introduction of the New Holland – CR Series and the Case IH 70 and
8010 combine -’ feeder house widths
have increased. Harvs Farm Supply has
created a frame with adjustable filler
plates to accommodate the New Holland
– CR and Case 70 and 8010 as well as
many other brands of machines.
We can currently fit our new frames
on almost any New Holland, Case IH,
John Deere, Cat Challenger, Cat Lexion,
Massey Fergusson and Gleaner combines. This universal feeder house opening on various machines can be obtained
with minimal changes to the head due
to the use of a Bish Head Changer and
allows producers to “share” a head with
combines of different manufacturers.
In addition to this newer feeder house
opening, we are building a frame specifically designed to accommodate the row
units from Case IH 900 and 1000 series
heads to be used on the newer Case 70
and 8010 combines as well as the 21,
23 and 2500 series combines, as well as
the John Deere combines. This is very
beneficial for a producer that wants a
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row width up to 40” to have a corn head
that will do the best job of cutting up the
stalk while being reasonably priced.
One of the main products of our company
is our Bish Head Changer, we offer over
70 different possibilities. We welcome
your challenges to adapt your favorite
combinations of heads and combines.
The Bish Head Changer can save you
money, as many producers can not afford
to update to a newer combine and corn
head or cutter bar at the same time.
The Bish head changer allows you to use
your existing head to your newer combine. Please call before you make your
next leap to a newer piece of equipment
as not all combinations are compatible.
While we specialize in head changers,
but we do not have the same expertise
in the wiring for your header height
control. For your wiring needs for your
header height control and sensors please
call the friendly wiring experts at Headsight Inc. – www.headsight.com.
Harv’s Farm Supply has in stock over
50 combinations of drive lines and
parts, and we also offer Field Tracker
and Contour Master Drive conversion
kits, to place your level land head onto a
lateral tilt feeder house. We stock custom made stub adapters- such as 1-1/8
hex female to 1-3/8 21 spline male as
well as many others. We offer bolt on
stub shaft adapters for your John Deere
combines which enable you to attach a
new head to an older combine via. Telescoping power shaft These components
can all be viewed in detail on our website – www.harvsfarmsupply.com
From the 30+ years of experience of
building corn and row crop heads we
have tried a lot of things, made many
business contacts, created products that
have had major impacts in the way people harvest and most of all have made
a network of not just customers but
FRIENDS!
Our website offers most of our inventory
at your fingertips, as well as the details of
the other great products we offer. Please
take a moment to explore our company
at www.harvsfarmsupply.com and let us
help you make your dream a reality.
Harv’s Farm Supply is owned by Brad and
Christy Bish. Our address is 508 South
“D” Road Giltner, Nebraska 68841.
Please contact us at harvs@harvsfarmsupply.com or phone 402.849.2674, if
you have any questions or comments,
we welcome your thoughts.
e
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equipment
Otters, Inc.

Dozer Blades Designed To Fit Your Individual Tractor

O

tter’s, Inc. is a family owned operation, building
angle dozer blades since 1958. The company’s
founder, Marion Otter previously operated under
the title of Otter Manufacturing until 1997 when he retired.
He then turned the company over to his sons, Frank and Greg
Otter, presently, Otter’s Incorporated.
An Otter Angle Dozer gives you maximum use from your
tractor year-round for snow removal, packing silage, terrace
repair, cleaning feedlots, etc. Otter’s will custom design
blades to fit your individual tractor.
Otter’s offers balanced and pivotal dozer blades for the
standard 2-wheel drive tractor with optional widths of 9 ft.,
10 ft., 11 ft., and 12 ft. The blade mounts close to the front
wheel for best control, has easy suitcase linkage for angle
change and activates from a standard 8-inch cylinder which
is included. The push frame is designed to take the beating
that a dozer gets on the corner.
For the mechanical front wheel standard 4-wheel drive
tractor there are optional widths of 10 ft., 12 ft., and 14 ft.
and optional accessories offered.

“Think Otter” for your pushing, packing and
cleaning. For more information or questions, Phone
785-567-4648 or Fax: 785-567-4629. E-mail: info@
otterdozer.com; Website: www.otterdozer.com
e

NEW ECOLOGICAL TECHNOLOGY FOR
FARMING BASED ON THE HORIZONTAL
CUTTING OF THE SOIL.

R

eturning to the initial concept of
basic farming, whose purpose
was the loosening of the soil
without modifying its normal structure;
we are introducing a new implement for
this purpose. This implement is the Eco
Plow, which is based on the Horizontal
Cutting of the Soil.
With the Technology of the Horizontal
cutting of the soil, we guarantee that its
original structure will not be altered. The
cut is made in the direction of the natural
layers that the soil has formed, and the effect in them is precisely to loosen, fluff and
ventilate the soil. This is the Basic Concept
of Ecological Farming Conservation.
20 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

The no turn over or rotation of the soil
creates a more efficient fertility, a better conservation of the humidity and
the organic matter. Since its technology
prevents the microorganism species to
be removed from their habitat where
they’re living underground at different levels; they may accomplish their
biological function towards the plants’
nourishment. Thus, avoiding the layers
that are less fertile from going to the
surface. This also slows the effect of
natural erosion, whether it be by water,
sun or air.
In the same way, the continuous use of
this technology promotes weed control.

This plow cuts the weeds root, interrupting the upward flow of water and nutrients from the lower layers of the soil,
which provokes the weeds’ wilting and
avoids its propagation. In contrast with
the use of the disc implements, which
eliminate the above ground part of the
weed, but fragments the weeds root,
thus promoting its propagation.
This Eco Plow progressively fluffs and
loosens the soils hardened layers. Once
plowed, the surface can be seen uniform
and level. It eliminates the use of other
implements, reduces airborne dust formations, and favors the fast development
of the plant.
e
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Wachtman Agri Supply Makes Equipment To LAST!

F

or the past 21 years, owner Loren Wachtman and his crew have
been manufacturing and selling
long-lasting, competitively priced plastic fertilizer augers for use with gravity
wagons, trucks and planters.
“We offer fertilizer and seed handling
auger systems, using plastic to reduce
corrosion and maintenance,” Loren
says.
And now, as part of their commitment
to keep up with the latest trends in agriculture, they’re offering seed-fill systems for today’s new no-till grain drills
which feature flexible, polypropylene
bristle flighting to move soybeans and
other fragile seeds quickly and easily
while still maintaining high quality.
“We’re concerned about the quality and
durability of our systems,” Loren says.
“Having grown up on a farm, I know
the importance of high quality and durable equipment.”
Wachtman Agri Supply offers horizontal crossaugers for most popular 4- to

16-row planters and 15- and 20-foot
grain drills; mounted truck and gravity
wagon augers; and such accessories as
6-inch steel-core bristle flighting and
6-inch plastic flighting with a stainlesssteel core.
Loren is especially proud of his new
radius-track drill-fill auger.
On this unit, a single vertical auger is
taken out of the transport cradle and the
hopper is placed on the ground behind
the center of the drill.
The upper portion of the auger is held
in place by a trolley, which travels from
side to side on a radius track that’s
mounted behind the drill.
As the auger travels from side to side,
the intake hopper remains in its original
position on the ground.
This auger features PVC tubing, a plastic hopper and either steel-core bristle
flighting or plastic cupped flighting. Loren’s Rust Evader Auger Systems have
been formally recognized as Showstoppers at the National Farm Machinery

Show in Louisville.
Loren is planning a larger building
in the near future to accommodate his
growing business and he’s looking forward to offering new products for the
constantly changing agricultural equipment market.
And while his business IS going strong,
it’s not too big to care about the individual farmer.
“We feel we’re still small enough to
provide our customers with personalized, helpful service,” he says.
e

Dealers Inquires Welcome at
berclaudia@sbcglobal.net
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Loomis Tank Centers’ history reflects a century
of family dedication to quality, service and value

L

oomis Tank Centers has recently
celebrated 100 years as the successful offspring of a century-old
tradition: The Loomis family business.
The story behind the Loomis family
follows a tradition of quality products,
excellent service and competitive prices. Dan Loomis, the current president
of Loomis Tank Centers, perpetuates

the values of his great-grandfather, E.C.
Loomis.
In 1905, E.C. Loomis worked as a grain
and hay broker on the Central Coast of
California in the small town of Arroyo
Grande. His sons later joined the business, creating E.C. Loomis & Sons Feed.
Over the years, their business progressed

to a feed mill with several retail locations,
the development of Loomix liquid feed
supplements, and later, the manufacture
of fiberglass troughs and tanks.
Dan Loomis joined Loomix, Inc. in
1981, starting in service and, later,
moving up to regional sales manager.
When the business sold in 1991, Dan
purchased the fiberglass division, which
has included polyethylene water and
chemical storage tanks. The new company was named Loomis Tank Centers,
which now has six retail locations, 80
nationwide distributors and over 25
manufacturing points.
“I’m very proud of the Loomis family history as we celebrated our 100th
year anniversary in business,” said Dan
Loomis. “I feel very privileged to carry on
the longstanding tradition of serving our
customers’ needs. I’ve learned from my
family’s business philosophy that nothing
is more important than customer service.
I believe that our relationship with our
customers is the key to our success.”
Loomis Tank Centers is a wholesale
and retail distributor of polyethylene

and fiberglass tanks for the storage and
transportation of water and the bulk
storage and transportation of chemicals
and fertilizers. They also feature fiberglass, and polyethylene septic tanks and
the Infiltrator leach field system. Opentop fiberglass and polyethylene water
troughs are also available.
In addition to Loomis Tank Centers’

six company-owned stores in California and Arizona, they have a nationwide
network of 80 independent distributors
and over 25 manufacturing points. Delivery is available to any location.
For
more
information,
call
Loomis Tank Centers toll-free at
1-800-549-5514 or visit them online
at www.loomistank.com
e

C&R Supply, Inc. • Birth Of A Sprayer

A

fter carefully listening to customers who were disappointed
with the performance or lack
of features in ATV sprayers available,
C&R Supply set out to design a series of
sprayer to meet their needs.
“Instead of taking an off the shelf tank
and attaching features, we needed to get
all the input we could from customers
and ATV manufacturers”, said product
manager Dusty Miller. “With a good vision of what features and options were
required, it became obvious that a completely new tank design was needed”.
The EZ ATV Sprayer was designed
with the operator in mind for ease of operation and functional ability and safety.
With the sleek design brings the weight
forward and more to a center of gravity for better machine balance. Allowing the legs of the tank to wrap around
the fenders of the ATV gives the sprayer
dual sumps to give maximum drainage and the ability to run on side hills
22 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

without losing its prime. The pump,
strainer, and main shut-off are mounted
underneath the tank in a protected cavity, which also serves as a dual slosh
baffle. The top of the tank is designed
with a fill catch area to prevent chemical
from getting on the operator. The EZ is
fitted with a 4 gpm Shurflo Pump and
a quality Tee-Jet trigger style handgun
in the convenient control panel at your
side. All brackets and boomless nozzle
or boom accessories are attached to the
tank for quick and easy mounting. The
EZ ATV Sprayer has several different
options and accessories to meet your requirements and needs.
C&R Supply, Inc. is a distributor
and manufacturer of agricultural and
roadside spray equipment located in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. For over
25 years, C&R Supply, Inc. has been a
leader in the distribution and servicing
of many quality products from Raven
Industries, Spraying Systems, Banjo,

and more. They also lead the way in
designing and manufacturing new and
advanced products such as their C&R
Foam Marker, Spot Sprayer, and the EZ
ATV Sprayer featured in this ad. C&R
is a provider for precision ag products
such as GPS guidance systems, variable
rate controllers, mapping, steering assist
systems, and chemical injection units.
C&R prides themselves on the knowledge and experience that is required to
keep up with today’s technology. e
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Spray 30 feet wide with no boom

Joined Pressure
and Height Sensing
Available

I

f you use a draper header for harvesting soybeans or simply need to
cut close to the ground with a rigid
header style header you will want to be
aware of this opportunity.
There is now available auto header
height specifically designed for use on a
draper header for harvesting soybeans, it
is called FeathersightTM. It allows seamless transition between “off the ground”
and “on the ground” height sensing and
is manufactured by Headsight Inc.

Because of Headsight’s experience in
automatic header height they have become recognized as the go-to company
for advice and knowledge on auto height
control, adapting unmatched combines
and headers, as well as helping producers
in specific markets with specific needs.
Building upon that experience, Headsight
became aware of the increasing demand
of draper headers and developed sensors
specifically for use on draper headers that
are harvesting soybeans. Soybean harvest
(and lodged wheat) requires the header to
shave the ground and often the skids need
to be contacting the ground. This makes
height sensors alone insufficient. The
FeathersightTM system combines off the
ground sensors with pressure sensing, allowing effective height sensing throughout the operating range.
FeathersightTM gives the operator onground/off-ground seamless height sensing to bring in more crop, help protect
the header and combine, decrease operator fatigue and lessen the risk of gouging the ground or picking up rocks.
The FeathersightTM system is available
with sensors specifically designed for
use in ridges.
If you have an interest in learning
more about this product please contact us at 574-546-5022 or e-mail,
info@headsight.com
e
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Solid Steel Industries

A

nyone with a late model Dodge pickup will love this
“steering stabilizer” kit designed for Dodge 1500,
2500, and 3500 pickups made from 1994 to 2002, and
2500 and 3500 pickups made from 2003 to present.
The kit is designed to provide additional support of the steering sector shaft and eliminate sector shaft play in the steering
box. It also helps keep the pickup frame from flexing at the
steering box mounting point.
The stabilizer uses existing mounting holes. It adds an outboard support bearing to the sector shaft. This additional bearing is attached to the lower end of the sector shaft by way of
a replacement nut, which has an integral shaft extension. The
bearing supplied is a regreasable high quality unit available at
most Ag outlets. Nearly all the sector shaft load is carried by
this outboard bearing, thus relieving the steering box of much
wear and tear.
Installation takes about a half hour and requires no drilling
or welding.
It solves the problem of too much play in the steering sector
shaft, and the kit has been popular with owners of both older
and newer pickups. It can be used on pickups equipped with
snowplows, front receiver hitches, or tow hooks.
The steering stabilizer sells for $209(USD) plus S&H. It
comes with money back guarantee.

The company also offers a retrofit kit for 1994 to 2002 Dodge
pickups to allow use of the Solid Steel Inc. rubber brushed
track bar.
The Dodge Adjustable Track Bar (DAT) was recently introduced by Russell Tessier of Solid Steel Industries, Weyburn,
Sask. Tessier says the new adjustable track bar is designed to
replace the existing OEM track bar on Dodge 4-WD pickups
made from 1994 to 2002.

“These Dodge series 4-WD trucks have a track bar that holds
the front axle centered from side to side.” Says Tessier. On the
upper end of these factory track bars is a ball joint, much like
a tie rod end. The problem is that this ball joint often fails prematurely. As it wears out, the front axle is allowed to move
side to side, causing excessive wandering.” That, says Tessier,
contributes to a problem called the “death wobble”.
“The death wobble is a violent shaking in the front end that
usually happens when the truck hits a bump or pothole in the
road. Usually, the truck won’t come out of it until you drop the
speed down to 10 to 15 mph. It can be very dangerous. A loose
or worn track bar isn’t the only cause of the death wobble, but
it’s a major contributor to the problem.” He says.
Solid Steel’s track bar conversion kit has high quality rubber
bushings at both ends, thus elimination the troublesome ball
joint. It’s adjustable, and works on tracks with up to 3 in. of lift.
According to Tessier, one other problem with the factory ball
joint version track bar is that it’s expensive to replace. “When
the ball joint wears out the whole track bar has to be replaced.
If the rubber brushings on our adjustable track bar ever wear
out, new brushings can be pressed in at minimal cost.
“Many people have had to replace the factory track bar on
their Dodge Rams every 30,000 miles or sooner. It’s sometimes
hard to tell if the track bar is worn out. The best way is to look
at the upper ball joint end to the track bar while someone turns
the steering wheel back and forth a few times (with the truck
parked, of course). If you see any movement in the ball end,
there’s wear and the truck will wander. Our rubber bushings are
designed to outlast the Dodge factory track bar as well as the
Moog replacement track bar.”
The adjustable track bar sells for $315(USD). A conversion
kit to install the track bar sells for $185(USD).
Contact: Russell Tessier, Solid Steel Industries, Box 301,
Weyburn, Sask., Canada S4H 2K1 (ph: 306-842-4346;
Russell@solidsteel.biz; www.solidsteel.biz).
e
Article courtesy: FARM SHOW
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Mini Trucks Keep Your
Buns Warm & Dry In
Winter
I

f you and your friends are tired
of getting wet and cold on your
ATV, utility vehicle, or your
modified golf cart, perhaps used Japanese 4X4 mini trucks are for you. Best
Used Tractors sold utility vehicles
years ago, but we found buyers were
far more interested in our used mini
trucks. We added used mini trucks as
a side line, but the demand for them
grew so much that we sell more mini
trucks than anything else on our 200+
page website.
Perhaps the most appealing thing
about mini trucks is that they have enclosed cabs with heaters – effectively
keeping their drivers warm and comfortable on cold and rainy days. Buyers also like the low price, the good
sized truck beds for hauling (with side

and rear folding gates), and the fact
that these trucks are made by such reliable automotive manufacturers.
Used Japanese mini trucks have become extremely popular with farmers,
ranchers, and especially with hunters. Workers at outdoor supply yards
of all kinds just love them. Their off
road uses are endless for business and
pleasure.
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We have our American acquisitions
manager stationed in Japan to make
sure we get the best quality units. We
wholesale containers of seven to dealers and groups of friends all over the
country. If you would like to look into
the possibility of getting a container
of our nicer used mini trucks please
call Terry at 503-759-4714 or visit
www.Best-Used-Tractors.com
e
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AnBo’s rakes designed to
help farmers move waste

T

he hydraulic grapple rake, a versatile new tractor/loader attachment, is giving farmers and ranchers greater
control and efficiency in cleaning up, moving, loading,
and stacking tasks.
While the dirt bucket has been the standard tractor or loader
attachment, it has drawbacks in a variety of tasks requiring
control and efficiency such as raking, carrying, or stacking.
Because it’s more efficient and adaptable than the bucket, the
grapple rake, which hydraulically opens, closes, and moves its
jaws of spaced metal tines, is becoming indispensable. It can
remove trees and brush or surface rake limbs and debris without piling up unnecessary dirt. It can dig out roots, stumps, and
rocks. It can pick up, move, and stack logs and hay bales. It
can even lightly plow and efficiently tackle a variety of tasks
requiring more control than the typical bucket provides.
Dorman Walser, who farms and ranches 4,000 acres in Crowell, Texas, used a standard bucket attachment on his Caterpillar loader, as well as other implements, to remove trees/brush,
move firewood, and haul hay. He was less than satisfied with
the results.
“The bucket could pile stuff up, but couldn’t rake or stack,”
Walser says. “It dug into the ground and picked up a lot of

trash and dirt that we had to sort out. It wouldn’t hold things
in place.”
To dig out roots, Walser resorted to plowing. “The plows
would hang up on roots and tear up shanks,” he says.
While hayforks could move hay bales, they lacked the control
necessary to stack them. Says Walser, “When the bale rolled
off the fork, I’d have to hope it rolled where I wanted it.”
A firewood side business was also too manually labor intensive, requiring sorting through logs and debris.
Walser needed a tool strong enough to pick up stumps, logs,
and hay bales, controllable enough to stack them, and versatile
enough to efficiently rake up twigs and limbs without piling
up dirt. It also had to be strong enough to withstand long wear
without breaking teeth.
He turned to a hydraulic grapple rake by Colville, Washingtonbased AnBo Mfg., which specializes in high quality designed
products for tractors, loaders, and skid steers.
AnBo built the grapple rake to fit Walser’s Caterpillar loader
so no brackets were needed. The grapple rake operates with the
loader like a bucket. You can raise and lower it, roll it forwards
or backwards. Opening and closing its jaws of spaced metal
tines is controlled by a third hydraulic function.

The TREECHOPPER

s !TTACHES TO !46S THAT ARE CC AND LARGER
s 7ORKS WELL IN DIFlCULT TERRAIN
s #UTS TREE TRUNKS UP TO  INCHES IN DIAMETER
s )S VIRTUALLY MAINTENANCE FREE
s )S AN INEXPENSIVE WAY OF CONTROLLING
UNWANTED GROWTH OF UNWANTED VEGETATION
s )S FAST AND CAN CUT HUNDREDS OF TREES IN A FEW HOURS
s )S EASILY ATTACHED AND UNATTACHED FROM THE MOUNTING
PLATE ONCE INSTALLED ON THE !46
s -INIMAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

ATV-X, Inc.
 TH 2OAD s ,YNCH .% 
0HONE 402-569-2889 s &AX   
%MAIL INFO ATV XCOM

www.treechopper.com
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Walser chose and 8-foot grapple rake with 6-inch tine spacing
to allow dirt but not brush to sift through the rake’s tines. AnBo
uses a special type of steel that has twice the yield strength (resistance to bending) and a much higher Brinell Hardness rating
(resistance to wear) than T-1 steel.
When he uses the grapple rake to remove trees, stumps, and
roots, he’s confident it’ll pick up the load without bending teeth
or cluttering things up with debris.
“I can pick up whatever I want with it, from stumps as big as
people to brush, without picking up dirt,” he says. “It’s great
for grubbing out stumps and roots, and can do the work of five
men moving and stacking logs in our firewood business.”
He uses the grapple rake not only to rake up tree limbs, brush,
and trash, but also to lightly plow the ground in preparation for
planting improved grass seed for cattle pasture. “Because you
can do everything with it from removing stumps, to raking,
to light plowing, it makes for a fast, easy way to get a clean
pasture,” he says.
Walser uses the grapple rake to pick up, place, and stack
square and round hay bales on a truck trailer, in addition to
taking hay straight to the cattle from a haystack. “The grapple
rake gives us more control than a hay fork,” he says. “With it,
you can pick up, turn, set down and stack bales wherever you
want. It’s a great tool for so many applications, and is quick to
change over from a bucket.”
Dennis Sherer, who grows corn and soy beans and runs a cow/
calf operation on 2,000 acres southeast of Kansas City, Mis-
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souri, had removed trees from a hedge row that was damaging
a fence, and whose roots were jutting into a field. He was frustrated with pushing the trees on the ground with a dozer bucket
for burning disposal. Trying to remove the roots with a chisel
plow wasn’t working, and he disliked how waste hay fell from
the bucket when cleaning around the cow racks each winter.
He turned to a 7’ AnBo grapple rake as an attachment for his
tractor loader, and found the going much easier.
“Instead of pushing trees along the ground, I pick them up
with the grapple rake and carry them to the pile,” says Sherer.
“It grabs everything like the fingers of your hand, and gives
you more control. With it, you can pick up just about anything
off the ground. It saves lots of time picking up waste cow feed
to spread over the pasture.”
Sherer has used his grapple rake to pick up, move, or load
items that are difficult or inconvenient to do by hand. He’s used
it to pull trees back from fence lines. He’s used it to load wood
posts. He’s used it to pick up scrap iron, old tires, and concrete
foundation pieces. With it, he plans to tear down old wood
buildings and load them onto a truck for removal.
“It’s a great time saver,” concludes Sherer. “I wish I’d heard
of it earlier.”
For more information, call 866-684-3330 toll free; fax
509-684-1997; email sales@anbomanufacturing.com; visit
www.anbomanufacturing.com on the internet; or write to AnBo
Manufacturing, Inc. at 685 S. Elm, Colville, WA 99114. e
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beef – dairy

Mt. Ayr Vet Clinic & Vet Products
Vet’s Product Fosters Togetherness In Cattle
“Calf Claim” helps new cattle mothers and their calves
get off to a compatible relationship. “Calf Claim”, a granular product, encourages even the most apathetic cows to
respond appropriately to their newborns. It is smeared or
sprinkled on the calf during the tough bovine debut when
there’s extra stress usually involving a young, first-time
mother who can’t get the calving job done on her own. In
livestock, sometimes you have a problem with the mother
claiming the young, and some will even attack them. Heifers are the worst. It’s a mess if a heifer doesn’t claim her
calf. If the calf doesn’t nurse, it can’t absorb the antibodies
it would get from the colostrum.
When the “Calf Claim” is sprinkled on the back of the
newborn livestock, it makes even the most reticent mothers
receptive to their young. The mother smells the licoricelaced product and dries off the baby as she licks it. This
contact stimulates the baby’s respiration and heartbeat. The
calf stands up and the cow lets it nurse.
“Calf Claim” has been used on foals and lambs, but is most
successful with beef and dairy calves born under stress to
first time mothers. When used routinely on calves that need
pulled, it helps the cow or heifer to start licking. The product works best if the dam and baby are penned in a small
area, about 10x15 feet, and sprinkle some “Calf Claim”
then rub into its hair. It also helps to dampen the calf’s back
to make it stick. “Calf Claim” is bottled in five-ounce plastic containers and distributed for sale by veterinarians and
veterinary suppliers across the Unites States and Canada. It
sells for around $12 a bottle and is good for up to 10-12 calf
situations. Demand is heaviest in the spring, although it has
found favor with Western-fall calving herds.
This spring, there’s even more of an incentive than usual
to do everything possible to save newborns. Each fresh,
young bovine face emerging on the scene represents a pretty valuable addition. The market for young calves is hot,
and perhaps has never been hotter. It’s a good time to take
precaution and care. So having something that prevents
calf abandonment is essential. “Calf Claim” is an answer to
an old problem. Order “Calf Claim” today from your veterinary distributor. You may phone (641) 464-2202 or Fax:
(641) 464-2254 for more information.
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History
Through the years, we at the Mt. Ayr Veterinary Clinic
have manufactured and distributed a flavored powdered
product “Calf Claim”™. “Calf Claim” is a bonding agent
that is sprinkled on and rubbed into the hair of a newborn
calf. The aromatic scent from the product attracts and entices the cow to lick and clean the calf stimulating bonding.
It is highly successful in cattle and horses and somewhat
successful in sheep and swine.
We are very proud of the article written about “Calf
Claim” and the many letters received from people telling of
their use of the product. However, nobody has ever asked
about its history. “Calf Claim” is a formulation of a product worked up by Joe Graham, D.V.M. of Milo, Iowa. Dr.
Graham has been practicing veterinary medicine since the
1940’s and compounded his product one dose at a time, as
there was a need for it.
After a tour of duty with the U.S. Army, I joined my classmate. Dr. Max Mekus in a general veterinary practice in
Mt. Ayr, Iowa. Shortly after starting practice. Dr. Mekus
introduced me to the mixture that his Uncle Dr. Graham had
compounded and I was impressed with all the success that
local cattlemen were having using the product. Many were
repeat customers stopping by the clinic asking for one or
more doses of our calf claimer, as they called it.
Out of necessity, we formulated a new process of compounding to batch produce the calf claimer to meet the demand. At this time, it became a permanent part of our O.B.
grips. After a successful delivery of a newborn the question
of “What are you doing Doc?” soon changed to “Did you
put Calf Claimer on Doc?”
In 1978, we trademarked the name “Calf Claim” and
started to market our product thru some of the smaller veterinary product distributors that called upon us. The rest is
history, and we now have distribution in the United States
and Canada. About the only advertising of the product has
been its success. “Calf Claim” has actually sold itself. In,
2003, our formulation was changed a little. We have removed the animal by products as the carrier and changed
to a vegetable carrier. This change was prompted because
of the fear of mad cow disease. John L. Peters, D.V.M. e
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Muleshoe
Valley, Inc.
For all Your Sprinkler or
Manure Handling Needs
We are Your One Stop
Headquarters
• Prompt • Reliable • Affordable
Now serving All Of New Mexico
Call us Today!
Steve Stancell, Owner • Muleshoe, TX

(806) 272-4266
(806) 946-8763 (cell)
Travis Copley, Sales • Muleshoe, TX

(806) 946-7907 (cell)
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Geo-Therm Livestock Waterer

I

t’s freezing out and your livestock
water is frozen. You’ve got to go
out there in that 20 degrees weather
and break up the ice on your “insulated”
waterer. Sound familiar? There is a better
inexpensive way that’s been proven and
in use as you read this. The Geo-Therm
livestock waterer uses no gas or electricity. Look at the benefits: No worry about
stray voltage; Remote locations do not
need power lines or propane tanks; open
top drinking pan; Services variety of

livestock; open top increases production;
No float covers to freeze shut; Polyethylene pan eliminates tongues sticking and
corrosion; Proven performance, built by
a Midwest rancher since 1980
How does Geo-Therm Livestock Waterer
work? It operates off of line pressure and
ground water temperature to keep water
moving and raise overall temperature of
drinking water. The water master/ice preventer valve keeps water at a preset level
and keeps it from freezing. The water

master valve delivers over 750 gallons of
water per hour at 50 PSI line pressure and
operates effectively with pressures from 5
to 100 lbs without float adjustments. There
is no need for outside energy of any kind.
What should you do? Give us a call!!
We can send you the unit (we mail
them all over the United States). Or,
we can send you a free VHS tape
and you can see it in use. Hundreds
of farmers and ranchers have this in
use now because IT WORKS!
e

J & B LOWLINES Why Lowlines?

I

f I had a dollar for every time I’ve
been asked this question, I could
take myself out to lunch every
day for a decade. The question usually comes from commercial ranchers
or longtime cattle raisers. These are
people who know that their money is
made at the scale. Small cattle weigh
less; therefore, they have to be worth
less. I’m here to say that it ain’t necessarily so.
Americans tend to like things big; we super size our drinks and fries at the burger
drive-through. We like our big cars,
we love big houses, we love to shop at
warehouse stores and bring things home
in quantities that require pallets. It naturally follows that we’ve taken our cattle
industry in the same direction. Bigger
cows make bigger cuts of beef; bigger
cows translate to more money based on
weight. Again; why Lowlines? How can
these small cows possibly be preferable
to the ‘big guys’? A little history might
help answer the question.
Cattle weren’t always as big as they are
today. Lowlines are actually a better representation of how Angus (and most other breeds) started out. A typical Lowline
is about 1/3 smaller than a standard Angus. Lowlines are not dwarfs; they are
the result of a lengthily Australian breeding experiment. They were specifically
selected for size and temperament. The
end result of that Australian experiment
is what we see today in Lowline herds in
this country. Along the way during the
30 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

experiment, it was found that the smaller
cows were equally efficient at protein
conversion and produced a carcass with
less waste and more high quality meat.
So, we have small, easy to handle, easy
keeping cattle. They still weigh less,
right? They’re still worth less at slaughter time, right? Yes to the first question, not necessarily to the second. The
American consumer is changing. Not
everyone wants (or needs) a 40 oz. t-bone
steak. Many people want to know where
their food comes from, and what that
food has been fed or treated with. Many,
many people are wiling to pay a bit more
to have these conditions satisfied. This is
where Lowlines start to shine.
Lowlines are perfect for grass-fed operations. For those who prefer grassfed beef, they will finish nicely on an
exclusive grass diet. For those who
like a slightly different flavor, the addition of an extremely small quantity of
unprocessed (not pelleted) grain will fit
the bill. Because Lowlines are smaller,
and because they are efficient feeders,
we have found it possible to graze 3
Lowlines on the same area that will only
support 1 standard size cow.
Perhaps this all sounds as though Lowlines are only appropriate for the smalltime hobby farmer or someone looking
for a pet. Make no mistake; Lowlines
are perfect for small acreage, as well as
for hobby farmers and those who just
want a walking lawnmower they can
eventually eat, and you can’t beat them

for personality. But I also believe they
have a place in larger operations. Using Lowline bulls on commercial heifers
can help reduce losses. Yes, the calves
are smaller, but the losses are smaller as
well. Is increased calf weight worth the
cost of replacement heifers? I think, perhaps, it is not. Would you like a breed
that does extremely well on marginal
forage and was developed in a country
prone to drought? Perhaps you would.
Can a short (42 inch) Lowline bull manage to breed the ‘big girls’? He certainly
can. This year we have living proof on
the ground; gorgeous little black baldies
from our Lowline bull and the full sized
Hereford and Angus/Simmental cows.
I don’t believe for a minute that Lowlines and other small breeds are going
to replace the large commercial cattle
that we have today. But I do believe
that Lowlines have a place in today’s
market. There will always be a segment
of the consumer population that wants
‘more’ for their money; more peace of
mind concerning where their food comes
from, more quality for their consumer
dollar, a more health-conscious sized
cut of beef. This is a steadily growing
segment, and Lowlines are ready to satisfy these consumer needs.
For more detail on the Lowline breed,
please visit the American Lowline
Registry website at www.usa-lowline.
org. You will also find a complete list
of registered Lowline breeders in the
member’s directory on this site.
e
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INDESTRUCTIBLE RUBBER WATER TANKS
Giant Rubber Water Tanks specializes in
livestock watering tanks that last a lifetime. Sizes 6’13’ diameter, freeze resistant. Ask about semi-load
delivery. They can be cut to any height up to 34”
and can hold 150 - 1200+ gallons and linked
together for more capacity.

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION

in MT or WY–Call Lyle Neal (406) 639-2505
in CO, UT or NV–Call Ryan Harrison (307) 281-0065
in CA, AZ or NM–Call Beth Reilly (307) 467-5786
“Dealer Inquiries Welcome”

www.giantrubberwatertanks.com
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Dealer Opportunities Available
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Morning Star Enterprises

M

orningstar Enterprises was formed in October 1999.
With the idea of supplying the Dairy and farming
industries with affordable, practical and applicable
equipment to help in their day to day operations.

We started building are first side dump trailer in the winter
of 2000. It was a design that has been around for many years.
With the needs of the farmer ever growing and the size of most
farming operations expanding, we seen the need to design and
build a larger and more capable side dump trailer. A design that
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would hold not only a wider range of commodities but would
also hold more weight.
In the winter of 2007, we built our first TubStar side dump
trailer. It has a larger cubic yard displacement than any
competitor and is capable of lifting 3 times the weight of the
older style trailer.
The TubStar is built especially for the Dairy and Farming
Industries. It features an oversized Tub design that allows the
farmer to move more commodities, quickly and efficiently! It
is built on a triple I-beam chassis that can withstand any load
that the customer may want to haul. Depending on the model,
all chassis's are balanced on either a two or three fixed axle
design. All TubStars come with super single 445 tires. More
than capable of handling the weight. They feature two single
stage, double acting hydraulic cylinders that are actuated to
dump and also to retract. All welded construction, all hinge
points are greaseable. They come with either a ring eye hitch or
a double tongue hitch assembly, jack stand, all hydraulic hoses
and connects. When you purchase the TubStar it is ready to go
to work for you!
Most all customers that have purchased and integrated the Side
Dump trailer into their day to day operations, have wondered
how they got along without one. These trailers save time and
money by allowing the customer to move more product to and
from around their farms.
Another great feature to the TubStar is it's ease of windrowing
the product when it dumps. The commodity can be disposed
of at a stand still or on the run. How's that for all you who
compost your commodities!!
The TubStar is amazingly stable and will never tip over, even
with the heaviest of loads. They come with a wide range of
color choices. Built to last for years around the farm.
The TubStar comes in four sizes, 28 ft., 24 ft., 20 ft., 16ft., We
are also currently designing a more suitable size for the nursery
and tree growers. A design that will fit into most hothouses,
nursery buildings and orchards.
Morningstar Enterprises also manufactures a hydraulic water
pump. These pumps make pumping water from any source
efficient and easy. No more dragging your gas driven, primeable
water pumps through the mud and puddles to remove standing
water. Simply back your tractor to the water source, plug in the
hydraulic hose leads to your tractors hydraulic system, drop
the water pump into the standing water, lay out the discharge
hose and turn on the tractor. There is no priming of the pump
needed! No more chasing your gas driven pump with fuel, oil or
wondering if the pump lost it's prime. These pumps can be ran
dry with no harm. Most all tractors can be ran at an idle when
powering the pump. There is no need to idle up the tractor to
operate the MStar hydraulic water pump. It's as simple as that.
Call Mark or any of our distributors for additional information
about our products. Have a great 2008!!
Dealer or distributor inquires are welcome.
e
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WESCOR

MAS-D-TEC® DAIRY
MASTITIS DETECTION

M

AS-D-TEC by Wescor offers a new development
in electronic technology: Early Mastitis Detection. It meets the requirements of a modern
dairy operation and provides the manager with a simple,
convenient and instantaneous means of detecting subclinical
mastitis. It eliminates the guesswork and time-consuming
fuss associated with old-fashioned chemical tests for mastitis
detection.
MAS-D-TEC measures electrical conductivity in a small
sample of milk. Research has shown that conductivity increases markedly with the onset of mastitis infection. MASD-TEC uses sophisticated technology to detect increases in
conductivity long before other clinical symptoms and signs
are evident.
With an average dairy of 120-150 cows losing up to $37,500
to mastitis every year, it is no wonder there has been so much
talk among dairymen about mastitis. It is estimated that at
least 40% of all cows are infected with mastitis. Most dairy
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farmers deal with the obvious clinical cases and usually
overlook the less obvious, but far more costly, subclinical
mastitis. Those dairymen who are best informed as to herd
health will be those who, through the application of good
management factors, will ultimately have the “cleanest”
herd. In the past, detecting subclinical mastitis was difficult. MAS-D-TEC makes it easy to detect and provides
critical feedback.
Laboratory analysis of somatic cell count in milk can indicate the presence of mastitis infection. However, since
such analyses are performed away from the dairy and are not
specific to the individual quarter, the results do not provide
a means for mastitis detection as effective as MAS-D-TEC.
Frequent herd monitoring with MAS-D-TEC will enable
prompt action, providing effective, economical control of
mastitis in your dairy herd.
For more information phone 1-800-453-2725 or visit
our website at www.wescor.com/biomedical
e
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Sunelco

The Sun Electric Company

S

unelco, The Sun Electric Company, has been bringing you the
finest solar electric products
since 1985. Our products are reliable,
cost effective and convenient. Our
technicians are friendly and knowledgeable. Our wiring diagrams are
accurate, complete and easy to understand. Take advantage of the Federal
Government’s solar initiatives for rural
businesses, farmers and ranchers which

will fund up to 1⁄2 of the cost of a solar
water pumping system. There is no better time than now to consider purchasing and installing solar water pumping
systems from Sunelco. Call and let us
quote you a solar water pumping system specifically designed to meet your
stock watering needs.
We also offer solar electric fence
chargers, lighting packages for remote
buildings, RV solar packages, wind

generators and much more. Call and
order our 16th Edition Planning Guide
and Product Catalog. It is packed with
information as well as an introduction to solar electricity. For more information, or to place an order, phone
1-800-338-6844 or check out our website at www.sunelco.com and shop online. Buy from Sunelco, The Sun Electric Company, one of America’s oldest,
and most trusted suppliers.
e

Don’t just buy a product, buy a result.…..
QuickHit!

F

ootwarts have become a significant problem for dairymen. Left
untreated they leave the cow in
pain, unable to walk with a normal gait.
This will result in improper eating, lower production, problems in breeding and
economic loss.
QuickHit is designed and formulated to
help gain prompt control over footwarts.
It contains no antibiotics, and is safe to
use in the parlor. QuickHit is to be used
as a direct topical spray or drench, and
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can also be used in a wrap for more severe cases. It is easy to use, no mixing
is involved.
QuickHit is based upon an exclusive
low pH technology. A low pH base
product is combined with copper, zinc
and surfactant to produce a highly effective solution. Rapid results are achieved
with the low pH of the product plus the
benefits of the copper and zinc as well as
the increased exposure time with the aid
of the surfactant. Field results by pro-

ducers have shown the product to be as
effective as antibiotics without the risks
associated with antibiotics.
QuickHit is not for every cow; it is to
be used only on those animals with apparent locomotion problems.
Identify the animals with a footwart
and clean the affected area as necessary.
Spray or drench the affected area to the
point of run-off.
Do this two milkings per day, morning and evening milkings. You should
notice significant improvement in the
animal's gait within 24 hours. For severe cases, a lesion that is quarter sized
or larger, wrapping may be necessary
for the most rapid control. Simply soak
a cotton ball or gauze pad with QuickHit, apply to the affected area and wrap.
Remove the wrap after three days and
inspect. In most cases the footwart will
be well on the way to being resolved.
QuickHit is allowed for use on Organic Farms. All inert ingredients in this
product are contained on U.S.EPA’s List
4 of inert ingredients. Accordingly, this
product is ALLOWED FOR USE on
Organic Dairy Farms. For Certificate of
Ingredients contact SSI Corporation.
QuickHit is available in 1.0 gallon and
2.5 gallon containers. Made in USA.
SSI Corporation, 210 S.Cedar St., P.
O. Box 9, Julesburg, CO 80737 Tel:
800-654-3668, www.ssihoofcare.com e
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Oxy Blast Plus

O

xy Blast Plus, produced by
Essential Water Solutions,
Inc. of Story City, IA, is an
economical water treatment and health
enhancing alternative for dairy cows.
Oxy Blast Plus is a base of 50 percent
hydrogen peroxide with a proprietary
blend of over 30 herbal antibiotics and
over 70 trace minerals that work synergistically to potentize the hydrogen
peroxide.
As a water treatment, Oxy Blast Plus
does two things: 1) It rids the water of
the common contaminants such as sulfur (causing a rotten egg smell), manganese (the black stuff) and iron slime.
It also helps to precipitate out the iron
so the iron can be effectively removed
with an optional sediment filter producing better quality water. Better quality
water means that cows will drink more
water which in turns encourages more
dry matter intake, which usually encourages higher milk production. 2) It
cleans up the water lines, spray nozzles
and stock tanks.
As a health enhancing alternative, producers tell us they see more milk production, lower somatic cell counts, less
incidences of mastitis, better conception
rates while lowering vet bills. Oxy Blast
Plus may also be used as an effective
and economical teat dip, a topical application use for hairy wart, and the use
as a natural dewormer. Oxy Blast Plus
can dissipate chlorine out of municipal
or rural water supplies and is approved
for organic dairy farming use. Oxy
Blast Plus is injected directly into the
water system by a peristaltic squeeze
pump that administers Oxy Blast Plus
into the water supply. The proper level
of Oxy Blast Plus to be used depends on
the ORP (oxidation reduction potential)
level of the water which is directly influenced by the pH of the water.
The perfect companion for the Oxy
Blast Plus to reduce pH is also available. It is called Perfect Companion 7.
Combination ORP/pH meters are available to measure ORP levels so you can
get the most effective use out of the
Oxy Blast Plus as possible when lowering the pH to 7.0.
Oxy Blast Plus is very economical to
use. Depending on the size of container,
the volume you purchase and the main-

tenance level you run it at, it could cost
only 2 – 4 cents per cow per day. Dairy
producers have seen this investment pay
back as much as twenty dollars to every
one dollar invested! Oxy Blast Plus is
represented by distributors and dealers
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from all over the U.S. The system comes
with a buy back guarantee on the pump
within a period of four months. Contact
Essential Water Solutions, Inc. today so
that you can start your animals drinking the best quality water possible. e
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goat - sheep
American Boer Goat Association
A brief explanation of an expanding industry

T

he American Meat Goat Industry has experienced substantial
growth in the last decade, and
much of its growth is producer-driven.
Improved genetics, agricultural policy,
growing ethnic populations, marketing
potential and movement to smaller acreage farms have also placed a significant
impact on the industry. Additional production from the producer segment is a
valued priority to satisfy the demand of
goat meat and opportunities within the
industry.
The journey of the Boer goat to the
United States in 1993 positively impacted the meat goat industry providing improved production and carcass traits to
the already existing goat genetics. This
year also marked the formation of the
American Boer Goat Association. At
nearly the same time, due to the threeyear phase out of the Wool and Mohair
Incentive Payment Act, many Angora
goat producers sent some, if not all,
of their herd to market. This change in
agricultural policy created a void in the
goat meat trade. This void was fulfilled

by the introduction of Boer goats to the
United States and direct meat imports
from Australia and New Zealand.
Boer goats are a horned breed showing
a variety of color patterns, and have a
high resistance to disease adapting well
to various climates and temperatures.
Boer goats are also a valuable commodity presenting a stout build, lean meat,
remarkable size and rate of growth, and
gentle nature and fertility reached at an
early age.
The main consumers of goat meat are
members of a variety of ethnic groups.
Hispanics, Muslims and Peoples of the
Caribbean are the largest goat consuming ethnic populations in the United
States. As ethic groups become a growing segment of population, the demand
for goat meat exceeds the current production capacities. Forecasts estimate
that production in the United States may
take ten years to meet the current goat
meat demand.
The American Meat Goat Industry does
not fit the business models employed in
the beef and pork industries. The in-

dustry contains a network of smaller
producers, defined end-consumers and
non-traditional marketing channels.
This business model allows producers
the opportunity to directly market the
end consumer, therefore demanding a
higher price for quality products.
Utilizing small acreage farms for goats
is more and more becoming to the
American public seeking an agricultural
avenue. Unlike some agricultural ventures, regardless the size, producers can
impact the meat goat industry in their
backyard.
To exceed the path to expansion, meeting the needs of the various segments
within the industry is valuable and the
journey begins with the producer.
With over 6,000 members nationwide,
ABGA provides registry services to the
Boer goat industry. ABGA also features a junior association providing opportunities in leadership, education and
scholarship. ABGA is headquartered in
San Angelo, Texas. Check out www.
abga.org, or call 325.486.2242 to speak
with an ABGA representative. e

Mexico wool we handle has grown.
We are now the largest wool warehouse by volume, under one roof, in
the United States. Therefore we attract wool buyers from all over the
world. We offer our wool on consignments to all wool buyers at our regularly scheduled wool sales each year.
We have sales in January, February,
April, May, October and December.
Wool buyers who come to our sales
have core information/grab samples/
sample bales from each lot of wool
offered for sale to make their visual
inspection of each lot.
Our sales are by seal bid offerings meaning that each buyer who bids on

a lot of wool is by sealed bid. When
the bids are all in, I announce the high
bidder, but not until the end of the
sale do I announce what the bid was.
Therefore, keeping the speculation on
what each buyers is willing to offer
secret, thus adding a bit of excitement
when several buyers are needing the
same types of wool.
We look forward to earning your
business, so you can see why when
we say “Dedicated to a Tradition of
Integrity”, isn’t just our motto, it’s
our reputation.
If you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact
us at 800-624-WOOL.
e
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Roswell Wool

H

ello. We would like to tell you
about our company and how
we can be of service to you.
Each partner is actively producing
and/or feeding lambs here in New
Mexico. We purchased the Wool
Warehouse in Roswell in 1992 and
purchased a second warehouse in
1994, Roswell Wool and Mohair. We
combined the two businesses and renamed it Roswell Wool.
In 1994, I began managing the business. At that time, 100% of the wool
we handled was from New Mexico.
Currently, with our growth, 50% of
the wool we handle is from out of
state, even though the amount of New
36 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

Funds Available to Help
Sheep & Goat Industries

S

ince 1999, the National Livestock Producers Association’s
Sheep & Goat Fund has helped
a variety of innovative projects come
to fruition. Currently the Fund has $9.4
million in loan commitments with 45
loans to 33 entities in 21 states. The
Fund Committee continuously reviews
applications that serve the goals of this
program.
“Most recently the Fund has been used
to help establish a livestock merchandising center, expand several goat dairies,
build a consolidated goat association,
develop a sheep meat supplier, and create a weed control and fire protection
program using sheep,” Richard Drake,
chairman of the NLPA Sheep & Goat
Fund Committee said. “Our loan program is unique in its ability to evaluate

each applicant’s specific needs and create a flexible financing plan. We also offer a very competitive interest rate, currently 5.75 percent.”
The Sheep & Goat Fund was established in 1999 when an agreement was
signed between the National Sheep Industry Improvement Center (Sheep Center) and the NLPA that enables Sheep
Center funds to be used in the sheep
and goat industries through a revolving
loan program. The NLPA Sheep & Goat
Fund is used exclusively for loans with
the following goals:
• To make capital available for enhancing business methods and services.
• To improve marketing efficiency and
product quality.
• To promote coordination and cooperation within the industry.

www.ritzfamilypublishing.com
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• To create opportunities for adding
value to sheep and goat products.
According to the terms of the agreement the Sheep and Goat Fund Committee, which consists of members
of NLPA and representatives of the
sheep and goat industries, is responsible for the oversight of Fund. The
Committee regularly reviews applications and is only allowed to consider loans up to $1 million that are
submitted by eligible entities (sole
proprietors are not eligible as written
into the legislation that established
the Sheep Center).
For more information or an application please contact the National
Livestock
Producers
Association
at 1-800-237-7193 or visit www.
SheepandGoatFund.com.
e
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marketplace
equipment

FINNEY
FARMS INC.

beef - dairy

&ERTILIZER s 3EED
(I 0RO &EED
#HEMICALS s 3PRAY
(AY s (AY 0RODUCTS
!PPLICATION OF
Fertilizer & TR-10 Chemical

505-355-7372
East Hwy. 60-84
Ft. Sumner, NM

TRACTOR PARTS
Wholesale Tractor & Parts
800-603-4511• Fax: 661-721-0494
Se Habla Español

11427 S. Garzoli • Delano, CA 93215
We Buy or Sell Tractors & Parts

Hoskins

Manufacturing Co. Inc.
0/ "OX 
(OSKINS .% 
   

(800) 658-4020

COLOR
WORKS!

Find out how color can
work for your advertising!

1-800-330-3482
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BALE WAGONS
WANTED: New Holland Bale Wagons.
Self Propelled and Pull Types.
All models considered.
Roeder Implement • P.O. Box 228
Seneca, KS 66538 • 785-336-6103
Southwest / Rocky Mountain

At the right time...

WATERERS FOR:
CATTLE • SHEEP • HOGS • HORSES
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