Western Farm, Ranch & Dairy Magazine
The vital resource of the Ag Industry

Rocky Mountain/Heartland • winter/spring edition 2009-10

Colorado / Iowa / Kansas / Missouri / Montana / Nebraska / North Dakota / South Dakota / Wisconsin / Wyoming

Wisconsin Seed Potato
Growers Offer Superior Spud Source

Stop Diesel Fuel Gelling In Cold Weather
Testing for Mad Cow Disease
Resistance in Cattle
www.FarmRanchDairy.com

contents
Western Farm, Ranch & Dairy Magazine
Rocky Mountain/Heartland • winter -sping edition 2009-10

Agriculture

PAGE 19

PAGE 23

PAGE 29

Zapata Seed Company
Colorado has a new Mesa, The Mesa Russet Potato
New Russet Release from Colorado’s Cultivar Development Program.
Wisconsin Seed Potato Growers Offer Superior Spud Source
The Benefits of Idaho Certified Seed
Stukenholtz Laboratory Inc.
Celebrating 38 Years of Agricultural Testing
Aldor’s SmartPlug Improves Engine Life and Performance
Stop Diesel Fuel Gelling In Cold Weather
Pawnee Buttes Seed, Inc.
Remote-Controlled Wireless Tail Lights
New Mexico Boys and Girls Ranches
Helping Children for 60 Years Without Government Funding
One-Call of Wyoming
Wachtman Agri Supply Makes Equipment To LAST!
Elston Manufacturing, From Sanders to Gopher Getters
M.K. Martin Enterprise, Inc.
C & R Supply, Inc., Birth Of A Sprayer
Pressurized Exhaust Kills Burrowing Rodents
Does your soil have enough bacteria?
Munro Industries, Inc.
Egbers on Super Edge
Make your own hand crafted home brew
and make your own wine at home

6
7
8
9
12
12
14
15
16
16
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
24
26
27

Equipment
Meyer’s Equipment Mfg. Corp.
SpikeWheel - Protecting Your Fertilizer Investment
Renco Corporation, Preg-Tone
Fence Fixing Made Easy

28
29
30
31

Beef-Dairy

ON THE COVER

Dr. Dee Ellis Selected to Take Reins of
Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC)
Mrnak Hereford Ranch
Powell Livestock Scale
Buying scales factory direct means more money in your pocket
Testing for BSE (Mad Cow Disease) Resistance in Cattle

Photo by Photo by Jack Dykinga, courtesy of
USDA Agricultural Research Service.

Departments

Have an article or photo submission? Give us a call at
1-800-330-3482 or e-mail: info@ritzfamilypublishing.com
for image and file requirements. (All submissions subject
to approval)

Publisher Information
Marketplace
Advertiser Index

4 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

32
33
34
34

5
36
37

www.farmranchdairy.com

Western Farm, Ranch &
Dairy Magazine
a Ritz Family Publication

President / CEO
Michael Ritz
mikeritz@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Executive V.P. Operations/Editor
Robert Davis
rdavis@ritzfamilypublishing.com

General Sales Manager
Pat Drury
pat@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Office Manager
Angie Hawkins
angie@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Web Tech
Valerie Ritz
valerie@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Secretary
Nikki McNeill
nikki@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Ritz Family Publishing, Inc.
www.ritzfamilypublishing.com

Corporate Office
Ritz Family Publishing, Inc.
714 N Main Street
Meridian, ID 83642
Sales
For all sales inquiries, call toll free 1(800) 330-3482 or
1(208) 955-0124

- Walking Distance to Riverfront Park,
Restaurants, Shopping, IMAX,
INB Theatre, and The Convention Center
- Complimentary HOT Breakfast
- Free Indoor Heated parking
- Fitness Room
- Complimentary Wireless Internet
- Conference Room
- Business Center
- Coin Operated Laundry
- Hot Tub Suites
- Fridge and Microwave Rooms

sales@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Subscriptions
For a subscription or to change your existing address,
call toll free
1(800) 330-3482 or
1(208) 955-0124
info@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Printed By Snake River Printing, Nampa, ID

Copyright© 2009. All rights reserved.
Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of this publication, however, the publisher does not assume responsibility for omissions or typographical errors.
The publisher does not assume responsibility or is liable for the contents
of any advertising herein. Publisher’s liability for errors in an advertisement
is limited to a correct insertion in the next publication. In the event of a
misprint, the publisher must be informed of such error prior to printing of
the next publication.

www.farmranchdairy.com

33 West Spokane Falls Blvd
Spokane, WA 99201
509.623.9727
www.spokanetravelodge.com
Call to Book a Reservation Today
Toll Free (888)824-0292

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy • 5

agriculture
Zapata Seed Company

I

n the heart of the beautiful San
Luis Valley at an altitude of
7,600 feet Zapata Seed Company
is dedicated exclusively to producing
the highest quality potato seed stocks.
The areas natural isolation, intense
summer sun, and sandy-loam soils are
ideal for producing quality seed potatoes. Farm owner and operator Brian
Brownell still farms much of the same
land today that he grew up irrigating
with siphon tubes and a shovel. He
and his wife Deborah raised four children in the same house he grew up in
located in the center of their 14 circle
farm. Brian has a bachelor’s degree in
agronomy from Colorado State University and has been an active member
of the community both locally and nationally. He has served on a number of
boards and committees including: local
school, canal, weed control, and water
conservation district boards as well as
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the Colorado Certified Potato Growers Association, Colorado Potato Administrative Committee, and National
Potato Council Research Committee.
Started in 1993, Zapata Seed Company now specializes in seed production
exclusively, with over 20 varieties and
700+ acres of Nuclear to G4 potato
seed. To maintain clean quality seed,
Zapata Seed operates its own micropropagation laboratory, climatically
controlled growth room, climatically
controlled state-of –the-art 7,250 ft²
greenhouse facility, and modern storage cellars with variable speed fans and
separate bins for isolation of seed lots.
Today, Zapata Seed Company remains
a family operated business. Brian’s
wife Deborah and son Patrick, a recent
graduate from Colorado State University, work on the farm with 10 other
experienced long-time employees.
Strict sanitation has and continues to

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

be a key to Zapata’s success in both
the greenhouse and the field. Mother plants for the greenhouse cuttings
come from Colorado State University’s clone bank to ensure that they
are free of disease and genetically
pure. Each of the 110,000 plantlets
required for a greenhouse crop is extensively inspected for any irregularity before planting or further cutting.
Two visual inspections are made
on each greenhouse crop as well as
an ELISA test on tubers of each lot
grown. In the field and cellars, all
equipment is routinely washed and
sterilized to prevent spread of pathogen from field to field or lot to lot
Zapata Seed maintains a strict IPM
regimen beginning with soil grid sampling, seed treatment, intense field
scouting, strict scheduling of insecticides and pesticides, low fertilizer inputs to help with disease expression,
experienced roguing crews, and early
kill of potatoes to prevent late season spread of insect borne diseases.
For the last 9 years Zapata has been
adding beneficial fungal and bacterial
micro-organisms to the soil with compost teas. Also, the addition of sudan
grass, a green manure crop, into the
crop rotation provides an extra level
of insect borne disease suppression.
Zapata Seed Company is a licensed
grower of Colorado and Texas Norkotah lines along with PVMI varieties. They also grow a variety of reds
and yellows and a wide assortment of
russets. We have recently added very
promising new varieties from Colorado and PVMI including Mesa, Premier,
Classic, Blazer, and Yukon Gem. They
also have the new smooth skinned yellow Alegria, and various experimental
lines for evaluation and possible future
production. Zapata Seed offers custom minituber and variety production
as well as custom cutting. Seed stocks
are sold in Texas, Arizona, Idaho,
Washington, Oregon, California, Nebraska, Kansas, Minnesota, Wyoming,
New Mexico, and Wisconsin.
e
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Colorado has a new Mesa
The Mesa Russet Potato

New Russet Release from Colorado’s Cultivar Development Program.
Article by Robert Davidson, David Holm and Samuel Essah.

C

olorado’s Cultivar Development Program has recently released a new russet cultivar, The Mesa
Russet. (CO94035-15RU). The Mesa Russet produces a medium-high yield (418 cwt under SLV
conditions) of very attractive, oblong to long, dark russet
tubers. It produces a high percent of NO 1’s (86%) with approximately 25% of the yield in the > 10 oz range. External and
internal defects are minimal. The Mesa Russet is moderately
resistant to hollow heart and second growth, blackspot bruise,
and shatter bruise. While specific gravity is medium (1.082),
this is a dual purpose potato suitable for both the fresh market
and processing. Mesa Russet has upright, medium large vines
that emerge quite uniformly with an average of 3 stems per
plant. Vine maturity is medium at a 2.9 (Canela Russet = 3.1;
Centennial Russet = 3.0). This cultivar has acceptable longterm storage characteristics (dormancy around 95 days after
harvest, which is similar to Russet Nugget and Russet Norkotah, but shorter than Canela Russet) and growers have commented that late season storage has been quite good with tubers
showing little to no blackspot and good appearance. Market
acceptance has been quite good since the tubers have such an
attractive appearance.

Introducing Colorado’s New:

Mesa Russet

Work completed at the SLV Research Center indicates that the
Mesa Russet requires a 12 to 14” spacing in the field to produce
the best yields (12” spacing maximizes the 4-10 oz range while
14” spacing maximizes the 10-16 oz range). Total nitrogen applications should be in the 180# /a area with 80# / a pre-plant and
the balance applied prior to the end of July in 3 to 4 increments
after tuber initiation. Irrigation management is similar to the Rio
Grande Russet. Disease issues have been minimal to date. While
the cultivar is susceptible to both leaf roll and PVY, there have
been few problems seen in the crop, even when grown quite late
into the season. This cultivar is of note because of its extremely
low powdery scab susceptibility; both with any tuber symptoms
and with a very low root galling index. This could be of help in
reducing or minimizing the impact from powdery scab during
your rotation cycles with potatoes. It has shown excellent resistance to Verticillium Wilt. Growers have commented that the
Mesa Russet tends to fit into their operation quite nicely as a medium maturing cultivar with few tuber defects.
The Mesa Russet provides another high quality russet to put
into your grower’s toolbox of cultivars. It should perform well
in a variety of environmental conditions and should be of help
in maintaining a profitable crop.
e

POTATO SUNBURN?

(Here’s a solution from Northwest Tillers.)
• Problem: Sunburned potatoes
• Cause: Potato exposure after defoliation
• Solution: Re-cover exposed potatoes with soil
• Method: Our reverse-drive tiller moves soil
from the furrow over the hills without harming the
potatoes, using controllable depth from 1/2 to 2
inches with Northwest’s exclusive “Deep Reach”
rotors and blades.

Like the Mesas of Colorado;
Mesa Russet is a natural wonder of beauty
Dual Purpose – Medium Maturity
High total of number ones with Uniform tuber set
Resistant to Powdery Scab – Good Resistance to Verticillium Wilt
Moderately resistant to Hollow Heart,
Second Growth, Blackspot and Shatter Bruise
Extremely low levels of Root Galling – Strong Vines

Problems start to occur when plant foliage is
removed before harvest and potatoes near the
surface or above the ground are no longer shaded.
The fields can dry out before the harvest and the
soil can crack as it dries, exposing the potatoes to
further sunlight.
Northwest’s Potato Sunburn-Prevention Tiller
gently re-covers the potato hill with a sunblocking
layer of soil, eliminating furrow clods and saving
crop loss from sunburn and maximizing your farm’s
packout.

Northwest Tillers, Inc.

COLORADO CERTIFIED POTATO GROWERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 267 • Monte Vista, CO 81144 • (719)274-5996
www.coloradopotato.org/seed
www.farmranchdairy.com

3715 West Washington Avenue
Yakima, WA 98903
(800) 204-3122
www.nwtiller.com
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Wisconsin Seed Potato Growers
Offer Superior Spud Source
By Tamas Houlihan, Managing Editor, The Badger Common’Tater

U

sing only the finest, diseasefree seed stocks and taking
every precaution to ensure
the highest possible quality, Wisconsin’s seed potato growers consistently
produce the country’s best crop of seed
potatoes.
“Wisconsin seed potatoes all originate
from potato tissue that has passed a battery of tests administered in University of Wisconsin laboratories to ensure
plant health,” said Dr. Robert Coltman,
Program Director of the Wisconsin Seed
Potato Certification Agency. “All popular and promising potato varieties are
grown and maintained in tissue culture
under sterile and carefully controlled
environmental conditions by University
of Wisconsin scientists.”

free seed.“Because of a strong commitment to excellence by Wisconsin seed
potato growers, the integrity of the basic
seed stocks produced at the State Farm
is preserved,” said Coltman, who added
that all potato storage facilities must be
inspected and approved prior to filling
with certified seed potatoes.
In an effort to provide a final check of
seed quality, Wisconsin growers send
samples from all lots seeking certification to Florida for winter testing.
“This last evaluation focuses on how
clean the seed has been kept through
the successive cycles of University
and grower propagation,” said Coltman. “Both visual and laboratory tissue analyses are used to confirm that
the seed lots represented by the samples

Dr. Robert Coltman leads a tour of the Lelah Starks Elite Foundation Seed Potato
Farm in Rhinelander, Wisconsin.

Only after the intense scrutiny of two
field generations on the Lelah Starks
Elite Foundation Seed Potato Farm
(State Farm) in Rhinelander, is the resulting elite seed passed on to the Wisconsin certified seed potato growers for
further increase on their modern farms.
There the seed potato growers pay
strict attention to sanitation practices
that promote the production of disease8 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

meet Wisconsin’s strict certification
standards. Seed lots that pass this final
evaluation should stand up favorably
against the finest quality seed lots available anywhere.”
Wisconsin also boasts the longest
standing seed potato certification program in the country.
“In 1913, the Wisconsin Seed Potato
Certification Program was established
Rocky Mountain/Heartland

with a formal plan for inspection and
certification of seed, making this the
first such program in the U.S.,” said
Dr. Walt Stevenson, Professor Emeritus
of Plant Pathology at the University of
Wisconsin. “We’ve been able to maintain a tradition of exceptionally strong
leadership in the Wisconsin Seed Potato
Certification Program, enabling Wisconsin’s program to remain as one of
the very best in the world.”
Dr. Stevenson is a member of the
Wisconsin Potato & Vegetable Growers Association Hall of Fame. He was
named an Honorary Life Member of the
Potato Association of America and has
received numerous national and state
“Researcher of the Year” awards. He
continues to work with the industry and
is an active member of the American
Phytopathological Society and the Potato Association of America.
“The stringent standards used by the
Wisconsin Seed Potato Certification
Program have become the standards
currently used throughout most of the
industry,” said Stevenson. “And the seed
potatoes produced by Wisconsin growers are consistently among the best seed
tubers produced in North America.”
Stevenson stated that Wisconsin has
become widely recognized as a leader in
terms of variety development.
“Wisconsin growers are producing
abundant supplies of established varieties and helping to introduce new varieties as market demands shift,” he said.
“This is particularly important as new
varieties are developed with improved
characteristics for tuber quality, processing, disease resistance, nutritional
content and storage.”
“A tour of the farming operations used
by the Wisconsin certified seed potato
growers makes a convincing argument
that the industry is very progressive in
terms of the technology being employed
in the production of seed potatoes,”
Stevenson added. “Growers are using
state-of-the-art practices and collectively, they’ve been proactive in moving
promising new varieties through certification so that a broad segment of the
www.farmranchdairy.com

industry can determine where these new
varieties fit into their production plans.”
Todd Michael, co-owner of Michael
Farms, Inc. of Urbana, Ohio, raises over
500 acres of potatoes for the fresh market. A former President of the National
Potato Council and current member of
United States Potato Board Executive
Committee, Michael says he has had
excellent success using Wisconsin certified seed potatoes.
“I’ve always had a good relationship
with the seed growers in Wisconsin,”
Michael said. “Over the past 20 years
we have worked with several different
growers and they work together to make
sure customers get what they want.”
“Wisconsin growers are quick to respond to the marketplace when new
varieties are released,” said Michael.
“Wisconsin seed potatoes have per-

formed very well on my farm. Knowing your seed source means not only
knowing the grower, but how the crop
is grown and stored. Working with seed
age physiology to get predictable tuber
set requires knowledge of what you’re
starting with. Working with good growers gives me that confidence. Picking
your seed is one of the most important
decisions to make each season.”
“Wisconsin has a well-run system that
produces good results,” Michael concluded. “I buy with confidence knowing the people and the seed will both
deliver.”
Another former National Potato Council President, Nick Somers, of Plover
River Farms, Stevens Point, has also had
good success with Wisconsin seed potatoes. Somers raises over 1,000 acres of
red, yellow-flesh and russet potatoes for

the fresh market and for processing.
“I’ve been pleased with the vigor and
performance of Wisconsin seed potatoes,” said Somers. “The yields have
been excellent, there have been very
minimal disease problems and the price
is very competitive. I’ve also been
pleased with the service from the growers. They are flexible and easy to work
with.”
“I see a real value in the Wisconsin seed
certification program,” Somers said.
“There is a very sound approach with
the winter testing and the backing of the
program by the University of Wisconsin. It’s important to have a good foundation. That’s what makes Wisconsin
seed superior to that from other states.
A quality program and quality growers
make Wisconsin seed potatoes a good
investment.”
e

The Benefits of Idaho Certified Seed
By Todd Cornelison: Idaho Potato Commission Industry Relations Director

I

daho has always been known for
its potatoes, however most people
don’t realize that Idaho’s leadership in potatoes doesn’t start at the grocery store or the restaurant, it starts at
the beginning – the seed.
Idaho seed growers’ primary goal is
to grow top-quality potatoes that produce top-quality seed. However, despite
strict quality control measures and extensive year-round testing, growers are
still plagued by viruses, specifically
Potato Virus Y (PVY) and Potato Virus
A (PVA), which severely hamper yields
and impact overall crop quality. Three
years ago, Idaho potato seed growers
joined together to add yet another quality control measure in effort to combat
the increasing presence of damaging
viruses. These increased measures are
paying off.
For many years the seed growers of
Idaho have partnered with Idaho Crop
Improvement (ICI) to conduct field inspections each season to minimize the
quantity and spread of viruses in Idaho’s
seed production. During the growing
season, ICI inspectors walk through
seed fields and visually inspect the
plants. Their objective is to estimate the
percentage of crops infected and types
of viruses present. Suspect plants are
flagged and leaf samples are taken to
www.farmranchdairy.com

the ICI lab where they undergo testing
to determine if the plant has any viruses.
The grower then removes the flagged
plants from the field and leaf samples
undergo an ELISA test, which stands for
Enzyme-Linked Immuno Sorbent Assay. The ELISA test is one of the most
complicated, but accurate devices for
identifying potato seed viruses because
it can detect them at the cellular level.
In the lab, the techs take the leaves and
lay them on top of each other in batches
of five. Then a device punches a hole
through the leaves giving the tech a
miniature five-layer leaf circle; this circle is called a well. The well is put into a
machine that looks for different kinds of
proteins – specifically virus proteins.
Testing is also conducted in the winter
months as a way to further decrease the
damage caused by viruses. During the
harvest season, a seed grower sends
400 tubers from his seed crop to a testing facility located in the Imperial Valley of California, where potatoes can be
grown in the winter and “grown out”
into plants. The tubers are planted in
the same 400-tuber increments in which
they were submitted; these increments
are called seed lots. The lots are then
tested for several diseases including viruses. The winter tests also determine
whether the seed lots qualify for recertiRocky Mountain/Heartland

fication and can be used to grow another
generation of seed.
Prior to 2007, inspectors would conduct
ELISA tests only on “winter” plants that
visually displayed virus characteristics,
much the same way they do for the summer tests. However, Idaho seed growers
continued to see a steady increase in the
number of plants infected with viruses
in the seed lots. The frustrated group
decided that every plant would undergo
the ELISA test. Despite a total testing
cost approaching $29 per acre – coming directly out of the grower’s pocket
– this added step offers two primary
benefits. One, the inspectors no longer
have to wait for the plants to grow to
maturity, they can test the plant as soon
as it as has grown three to five leaves.
Two, with ELISA and the use of statistical analyses, the inspector has a much
clearer picture of the amount of virus in
the seed lot because a greater percentage
of the lot is inspected.
The entire inspection process is arduous, expensive and time consuming.
Why would an Idaho seed grower put
himself through this? To ensure that his
customer and the nation’s commercial
potato growers have the cleanest, liveliest seed that can be produced, ultimately
giving the consumer the very best potato possible.
e
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2009 Special Potato Growers
Seed Directory
Canada
Edmonton Potato Growers, LTD
12220 170th St.
Edmonton, AB CN T5V1L7
Darcy Olson (780) 447-1860

Varieties: Whites/Russets: Norkotah, Russet
Burbank, Shepody, Amisk/Ranger, Calwhite; Reds: Dark
Red Norland, Red LaSoda, Chieftain, NorDonna; Chippers: Atlantic, Snowden, Chipeta, Glacier Chip; Yellow:
Yukkon Gold, Alpha, Bintje, Banana, Satina

Colorado
Bushman’s Riverside Ranch, Inc.
1598 So. State Hwy 49
Galloway, WI 54499
Brian (715) 454-6911
Office (715) 454-6200
Office (In State) 800-635-2230
Office (Out of State) 800-833-0329;
Email: Potato1@netnet.net

Colorado Certified Seed Potatoes
P.O. Box 151, Sanford, CO 81151
Preston Stanley (719) 274-5996

Idaho
Val Schwemdiman Farms, Inc.
9633 E. Hwy 33, Newdale, ID 83436
Val Schwemdiman (208) 458-4261
Varieties: Ranger Russet, Russet Burbank,
Russet Norkotah Standard

North Dakota
North Dakota Certified
Seed Potatoes
P.O. Box 5257, Fargo, ND 58105
Willem Schrage (701) 231-5400

Varieties: Russet Burbank, Ranger Russet, Russet
Norkotah, Nor Valley, La Rouge, Shepody, Atlantic, Norlands, Ivory Crisp, Dakota Pearl, Red LaSoda, Goldrush

Varieties: Goldrush, Russet Norkotah, Silverton.
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Stukenholtz Laboratory Inc.
Celebrating 38 Years of Agricultural Testing

I

n 1970, there were no commercial
soil and plant testing laboratories
in Idaho. Farmers applied fertilizers based upon educated guesswork.
Dr. Dale Stukenholtz and his wife Joyce
saw an opportunity to build a business
and started a soil and plant testing laboratory and field consulting service based
in Twin Falls, Idaho. Dr. Stukenholtz
had an unusually diverse background
as an educator at the University of Nebraska, an agronomist in the fertilizer
industry, and a farmer, and he saw a
need for more modern fertilizer recommendations to produce greater yields at
less cost. His clients were the growers,
so he could make unbiased recommendations that maximized economic return to the farmer. After extensive field
research, he developed these improved
fertilizer recommendations that quickly
became popular with growers and form
the basis for nearly all fertilizer applications in the intermountain west area.
Stukenholtz Laboratory clients include

growers from all neighboring states and
several foreign countries including Australia, Canada, Egypt, Russia, Mexico
and New Zealand.
Stukenholtz Laboratory provides 1 to
2 day service, including picking up and
delivery time, across Southern Idaho
from St. Anthony and Grace to Parma
and Homedale. Results can be delivered,
mailed, faxed, or pulled from the Laboratory’s webpage: www.stukenholtz.com.
To improve their service, Joyce and Dale
Stukenholtz expanded the laboratory 11
years ago, installed the latest in computerized instrumentation and quality control, and made it the most modern and
well equipped agricultural laboratory in
their market area.
Critical to the success of Idaho’s most
efficient laboratory and largest field consulting firm has been its personnel. Dr.
Stukenholtz has had a PhD in Soil Fertility and Plant Nutrition since 1964 and
his son and Laboratory Manager Paul
has nearly completed his own. Consult-

ing agronomists include J.P. Kruckeberg
of American Falls, a 29 year veteran of
field consulting and the most successful
single agronomist in the state, and Bart
Kunz. The Laboratory and office staff
are equally good.
Stukenholtz Laboratory continues with
research and improvement. In conjunction with the Idaho Crop Production Association and University of Idaho CFEP
research project, Stukenholtz Laboratory has helped to ensure that fertilizer
recommendations in Idaho are the most
cost efficient possible and produce the
maximum economic yield while protecting the environment. Stukenholtz Laboratory personnel have conducted field
research on over 40 different products
and continue to be the experts at “cutting
edge” agricultural technology. As we
end our first 37 years of business and begin our next, we would like to thank our
current and former employees for their
dedicated work and our customers and
clients for their years of support.
e

Aldor’s SmartPlug Improves
Engine Life and Performance

W

hen engine performance
is important to your business or your customers
- whether the engines are in cars,
trucks, boats, ATVs, farm equipment,
lawnmowers, ultralight aircraft, or
industrial machinery - empowering
these engines to run smoother, longer
and more efficiently would benefit
your bottom line.
Aldor SmartPlugs, designed with
medium to high mileage engines in
12 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

mind, enhance engine performance at
all speeds and any fuel-octane level.
These high-quality, pre-gapped plugs
with a patented built-in “brain” provide
up to 40% more spark power, improve
horsepower and increase fuel economy.
Self-cleaning and non-fouling, they
also burn away excess oil to provide
cleaner emissions. They are, most notably, guaranteed to last three times
longer than the average plug, and will
fire in oil. Although Aldor SmartPlugs
Rocky Mountain/Heartland

outperform all original equipment and
standard replacement spark plugs, the
cost differential is minimal.
A.L. Doering Spark Plug Corp, (Aldor), a leader and innovator in spark
plug design since 1914, is also seeking
new distribution channels and representation in several states.
For more information, contact Aldor:
Phone: 1-800-886-7074
Email: www.aldorspark@aol.com
Web: www.aldor-sparkplugs.com
e
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Results achieved in NW Mississippi
WHEAT
96 BPA on 335 acres Once – 100 then 200 lbs 41
75 BPA on 750 acres Twice – 100/100/100 lbs 41
93 BPA on 415 acres Once – 100/100/100 lbs 41
Quality increases due to sulfur are important.
SOYBEANS
88 BPA on 69 acres…75 lbs late bloom…Asgrow 5959…
30” rows…planted flat and URAM cultivated in.
Yields in the 70’s and 80’s ROUTINE.
A 10 bushel per acre increases is average.
RICE
245 Dry BPA..XL8…140 acres..10” spacing…25lbs. seed per acre.
197 Dry BPA…CL 131…237acres…10” spacing…60 lbs. seed per acre.
188 Dry BPA..Cocodrie…729 acres…10” spacing…60 lbs. seed per acre.
38¢ per bushel milling premium 137,076 bushels… ($72.00 per acre value)
Adequate available sulfur increases yield and quality. 200 lbs of N usually
required, especially in a hot year. If your field looks dark and spindly (like
cold water rice) utilize more S. (60 lbs.) Rice uses less sulfur than any of
these crops. Why grow any of these crops without sulfur?
CORN
235 Dry BPA on 150 Acres. Applying URAM by air burns the leaves.
This is good for it shows some N entering the plant through the
leaves. Cultivate and you have Foliar and root fertilization.
URAM increases nitrogen efficiency.
URAM decreases global warming by decreasing methane gas production and
increasing carbon dioxide utilization by crops. Crops produce more oxygen.

Wood Shavings
Keep your quality animals & pets
clean, healthy & safe. Screened,
dried wood shavings. Always
available and reasonably priced!

S&S Wood
Products, Inc.
Independence, WI 54747

1-800-234-5893
E-mail: shaver@triwest.net

Never Apply N Without S…NEVER!!!
Inquire at your local fertilizer dealer.

www.farmranchdairy.com
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Stop Diesel Fuel Gelling In Cold Weather

A

new product to help prevent diesel fuel gelling in
cold weather is announced by Hugh Goulding, President of E TIP, Inc. Cold conditions often affect diesel
fuel flow during start-up and in daily operations. When it is
cold enough to cause gelling in the fuel over-the-road trucks,
heavy machinery, automobiles, generators and other equipment that must operate in low temperatures can become disabled. The gelling plugs the filter preventing passage of the
fuel. The only solution is to warm up the fuel until it flows
again. It sometimes requires towing the equipment to an inside location or bringing a heater to the equipment site. The
costs related to diesel fuel gelling can become expensive in
downtime and in repair cost.
The Universal Filter PreheaterTM, offers a simple solution. It
is a thin, flexible, silicone/fiberglass heating pad, that easily
wraps around the filter housing to maintain full contact and
to evenly transmit heat quickly through the metal of the filter
housing helping to avoid the risk of diesel fuel gelling. It is an
electric blanket for the fuel filter housing. It converts the metal
filter housing into the heating element. This feature alone helps
to reduce unnecessary downtime.
When it is time to change the filter element, the Universal
Filter PreheaterTM is easily released for transfer to the new filter
housing. Diesel fuel gelling and related problems are avoided.
Drawing 85 watts it is available in 12vdc, 24vdc, 120vac,
240vac and a dual grid model combining the option of power-
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ing with direct current or alternating current in the same Universal Filter PreheaterTM. Measuring 4” X 7” it is designed to
fit a diameter of 2.5” to 4” (circumference of 8” to 12”). A
thermostat is standard on the 120v and 240v model.
Lube oil filter housings can be pre-heated before start up with
the Universal Filter PreheaterTM to help avoid filter bypass in
the warm up stage that may contribute to rod knock on start up.
It also contributes to a faster equipment warm up and quicker
full flow filtering. The Universal Filter PreheaterTM carries a
three year materials and workmanship warranty. A standard
12vdc Universal Filter PreheaterTM is priced at $138 each.
The cold weather products offered by the Universal Heater
Co., Inc. help improve starting and operations and bottom line
business performance.
Include both the Universal PreheaterTM for engines, hydraulic
systems, transmissions, gear boxes, etc. and the Universal Filter PreheaterTM in your cold weather package and be assured
that you have selected a more effective and complete solution
to cold weather problems.
E TIP represents and markets safety, security and maintenance
products to a variety of customers throughout the US and the
world. We have carefully assembled a family of related products available nowhere else.
Visit our website at www.etipinc.com to review our other products for Safety, Security and Maintenance or contact us at 800-5305064 or FAX 630-801-9569. E mail to sales@etipinc.com e
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Pawnee Buttes
Seed, Inc.

A

nyone can sell a bag of grass seed to a customer, but
it takes a skilled group of team members to sell the
right bag of seed.
And at Pawnee Buttes Seed, Inc., that's exactly what we do.
We go out of our way to make sure our customers receive
the best knowledge in preparing a seed bed, choosing the right
grass mixes that will fit their needs and ensuring the proper
tools for sustainable grass management.

professional associations Don has gained the technical expertise necessary to understand the scientific foundation of those
ecological relationships.
Pawnee Buttes Seed Inc. maintains active memberships and
staff involvement in a variety of organizations and issues affecting the seed industry, such as: International Erosion Control Association, Society for Ecological Restoration, Society
for Range Management, American Seed Trade Association,
International Erosion Control Association, Colorado Riparian
Association, High Altitude Revegetation Committee, Colorado
Seed Industry Association, Colorado Weed Management Association, Associated Landscape Contractors of Colorado, Wyoming Crop Improvement, and more.
In the process of selling seed, we try to educate our customers to be environmentally responsible and to assist them in
building a healthy, diverse, well-rounded ecosystem. We are
committed to building a company that represents integrity and
fairness in all that we do.
All of these components are much like the pieces of cloth,
each piece must fit together in a closely-matched pattern
in order to make a beautiful quilt.
e

Pawnee Buttes Seed, Inc. provides native and introduced
grass, forb, and shrub seed for reclamation, pasture, and turf.
We work closely with a variety of customers to determine
what will work best for their individual situations. It may be a
mine that wants to reclaim their site to native grasses, someone
who wants to develop wildlife cover, a farmer who wants to
control noxious weeds, or a turf customer who wants a drought
tolerant alternative.
Pawnee Buttes Seed, Inc. is named after a formation of two
buttes located in northeastern Colorado in the Pawnee National
Grasslands.
Pawnee Buttes Seed, Inc., is owned and operated by Colorado
natives, Don and Janine Hijar. Don has 33 years of experience
in natural resources and the seed business. Don assembled a
team at Pawnee Buttes Seed, Inc. that is committed to providing quality seed at reasonable prices with honest recommendations and prompt delivery. We strive to provide the highest
quality seed, good service, and sound advice that is available.
Don grew up in the Arkansas Valley of Colorado where his family has farmed for 100 years. In a small community of farmers
and ranchers, much of the subsistence of the entire community
is dependent on understanding and maintaining the proper relationship between plants, water, and animals. From this upbringing, he gained a love and respect for the environment.
Through his formal education, professional experience, and
www.farmranchdairy.com
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Remote-Controlled Wireless Tail Lights

M

agnetic, wireless tail lights
are Terry Stiles’ solution
to the frustration of trying
to maintain conventional lights on his
equipment and trailers.
“Repairing or replacing broken tail
lights on farm equipment and boat trailers used to be an ongoing headache for
me and many people I know,” the Malta
Montana rancher says. “With the repair
time and replacement costs involved, I
knew there had to be a better way, so I
spent 2 ½ years designing and perfect-

ing these portable, magnetic lights.”
The convenient system comes with
two magnetically-backed lights, and a
remote control transmitter for operating
them while driving. The system provides turn signals, running lights, brake
lights, and hazard lights, depending on
the driver’s commands. The lights can
be moved from one trailer to another in
a matter of minutes without any tools.
You usually don’t find out that you
have a tail light problem until you’re
away from home and it’s dark. With

these along, it’s no problem to get home
because they’re so quick and easy to
use. You will never again be without
lights when you need them.
In today’s world these lights are cheap
insurance.
Easy On Wireless Tail Lights sell for
$289.50 plus S&H
Contact: Easy On Wireless Tail Lights,
Terry Stiles, President, 7400 Kid Curry Rd.,
Malta, Montana 59538 Easyonlights@
mtintouch.net; To order call: Ph 866-8898386 or www.easyontaillights.com e

New Mexico Boys and Girls Ranches
Helping Children for 60 Years Without Government Funding
By: Mike Kull

T

he state of New Mexico and
the West are known for many
things. At the mention of
the name some think of the majestic
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beauty of the landscape while others remember our magnificent art
and cultural diversity. No description
would be complete without mention

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

of the wonderful people who love this
land and make their home here. These
same people should be famous for
something else - their amazing gener-

www.farmranchdairy.com

osity. Let me explain...
The New Mexico Boys and Girls
Ranches (The Ranches) have been providing meaningful help to children and
families for almost 60 years. What is so
unusual about that you ask? There are
programs for children scattered throughout this country.
The thing that makes The Ranches
unique is the fact that we have done
this without the sponsorship of a national organization or denomination,
and without accepting government
funding. We like to think that rugged
self reliance is still alive and well in
this part of the country. In fact, many
of the people who live here don’t seem
to find this all that unusual. They seem
to think this is the way it has always
been and this is the way it is suppose
to be. What very few of them know is
that for years, people have traveled to
The Ranches to see this unique phenomenon for themselves Some have
even tried to recreate it back in their
home states. Unfortunately, I currently do not know of anyone who has
succeeded. They eventually give up
and start accepting government payments or sponsorship from a national
organization, which brings me back to
the uniqueness of the people who love
the West.
Over the past 60 years. The Ranches
have grown from a single Boys Ranch
south of Belen, NM, to five separate
but interrelated programs that are
scattered throughout the state. In addition to Boys Ranch there is Girls
Ranch near Santa Fe; Pippin Ranch
near Clovis; Families for Children,
our adoption and foster care program;
and The New Mexico Family Connection, our family intervention and therapy program. Both of the latter are in
Albuquerque.
Both Boys and Girls Ranch have
schools on campus that have been specifically designed to get kids who are
way behind their peers in school back
to grade level. The children respond
well to being involved with animals
and a country lifestyle.
The people of New Mexico and surrounding states have donated enough
to build all of these programs and provide their daily operating costs since
1944. We actually have donors who
got involved when they lived in the
West and have continued their support
www.farmranchdairy.com

after moving somewhere else. They
often tell me that a part of their heart
will always be here.
Even though we are proud of what
has been accomplished, we have
some great plans to do more in the
future. Since we do not believe in
debt and do not want to take government funding, the only way this can
happen is if more Americans catch
the vision.
If you have a desire to really make
a difference in the lives of children,
consider joining us in this unique
partnership. Your donations do not
have to be large. Hundreds of our do-

nors can only send a few dollars each
month, but because of their numbers
their collective impact is huge. Please
join us. There is nothing better than
knowing that you are making a life
changing difference for a child or
young person. People tell us all the
time that it makes their lives so meaningful.
Tours are available at all of our facilities. For additional information please
visit our web site at www.theranches.
org or contact us at 1-800-660-0289.
There is no greater investment anyone can make than what you do for
a child.
e

South Dakota State University

College of Agricultural & Biological Sciences

Making a Difference...
by providing educational opportunities
for a lifetime through the land grant
tradition of TEACHING students,
conducting RESEARCH and
extending unbiased,
science-based knowledge
agbioap.sdstate.edu
through EXTENSION.
AG HALL 135 – SDSU – BROOKINGS, SD 57007 – 605-688-4118
Rocky Mountain/Heartland
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One-Call of Wyoming

O

ne-Call of Wyoming has made big strides during its
inception. Combining two call centers and implementing the 811 number.
Before a locate is made, the excavator/home owner should
mark the proposed excavation by white lining the area.
There are seven types of tickets that can be made. The most
common is a “routine ticket”. This is when a caller calls in and
wants to excavate, whether it is planting a garden, a tree or building a fence, garage or patio; putting in a septic system and of
course pipelines. The caller is asked several questions, i.e. the
callers main phone number; who is doing the excavation; name
of person calling; an alternate number; the property owner;
city or town; physical address including the nearest cross street
and locate description. The ticket number and a list of all underground utilities is given to the caller. The caller should mark
down the ticket number all the utilities that are in the area, in
case a utility company does not show and mark their facility. All
utility companies are not members of One-Call of Wyoming and
if this is the case, the caller must call them. State law requires
that notice be given at least two full business days in advance of
the beginning of the work, excluding weekends and holidays.
Another type of ticket is a “cancel ticket”. The excavator/home
owner has made a mistake on location of the excavation, or some
other reason and wants the original (routine ticket) cancelled.
A “correction ticket” is when the excavator/home owner gave

wrong information on the original (routine ticket).
A “damage ticket” is when an underground utility has been
damaged.
An “emergency ticket” is when there is an emergency. The
caller is read the state statute that signifies what an emergency is,
and if the caller agrees the ticket will be prepared.
A “no response ticket” is when a utility(ies) company has not
marked their utilities. The caller calls in another ticket, which
in turn costs utility(ies) company’s, and One-Call of Wyoming
more money. A “positive response” would be a better term – the
utility(ies) company would notify the excavator/homeowner
that there were none of their utilities in the proposed excavation
area.
A “non-compliant ticket” is when the excavator will be working
before the two full business day requirement is met.
You can dial the 811 number instead of the 1-800-849-2476
and get the One-Call of Wyoming center. There are still a few
glitches, i.e. using a cell phone near a state line, you may get the
adjacent state. Most state call centers will either give you the
800 number, or if they have the equipment, transfer your call to
the proper state.
PLEASE REMEMBER – DIG SAFELY! CALL 2 BUSINESS DAYS BEFORE YOU DIG! IT’S FAST, IT’S FREE and
IT’S THE LAW! 811 or 1-800-849-2476
e
Submitted by One-Call of Wyoming’s Administration Office
Locate Number 1-800-849-2476

“Your Cover Crop Specialists”
Bounty Annual Ryegrass • Winter Peas
Daikon Oilseed Radish • Hairy Vetch
Crimson Clover • Persian Clover
Subterranean Clover • Cow Peas
And More
Cover Crops make dollars and sense!
• Improve yields
• Reduce erosion
• Save and add valuable nutrients
Phone: (217) 868-5181
E-Mail: ronalthoff@yahoo.com
www.SaddleButte.com/CoverCrops.html
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Wachtman Agri Supply Makes Equipment To LAST!

F

or the past 21 years, owner Loren Wachtman and his crew have
been manufacturing and selling
long-lasting, competitively priced plastic fertilizer augers for use with gravity
wagons, trucks and planters.
“We offer fertilizer and seed handling
auger systems, using plastic to reduce
corrosion and maintenance,” Loren
says.
And now, as part of their commitment
to keep up with the latest trends in agriculture, they’re offering seed-fill systems for today’s new no-till grain drills
which feature flexible, polypropylene
bristle flighting to move soybeans and
other fragile seeds quickly and easily
while still maintaining high quality.
“We’re concerned about the quality and
durability of our systems,” Loren says.
“Having grown up on a farm, I know
the importance of high quality and durable equipment.”
Wachtman Agri Supply offers horizontal crossaugers for most popular 4- to

16-row planters and 15- and 20-foot
grain drills; mounted truck and gravity
wagon augers; and such accessories as
6-inch steel-core bristle flighting and
6-inch plastic flighting with a stainlesssteel core.
Loren is especially proud of his new
radius-track drill-fill auger.
On this unit, a single vertical auger is
taken out of the transport cradle and the
hopper is placed on the ground behind
the center of the drill.
The upper portion of the auger is held
in place by a trolley, which travels from
side to side on a radius track that’s
mounted behind the drill.
As the auger travels from side to side,
the intake hopper remains in its original
position on the ground.
This auger features PVC tubing, a plastic hopper and either steel-core bristle
flighting or plastic cupped flighting. Loren’s Rust Evader Auger Systems have
been formally recognized as Showstoppers at the National Farm Machinery

Show in Louisville.
Loren is planning a larger building
in the near future to accommodate his
growing business and he’s looking forward to offering new products for the
constantly changing agricultural equipment market.
And while his business IS going strong,
it’s not too big to care about the individual farmer.
“We feel we’re still small enough to
provide our customers with personalized, helpful service,” he says.
e

WE EXIST TO PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE AND MOST
COST EFFECTIVE ELECTRIC POWER SERVICE.

Main Office
Or
Hot Springs
St. Ignatius

(406) 883-7900
(406) 675-7900
(406) 741-3402
(406) 745-4243

AFTER HOURS
EMERGENCY
(406) 883-7972

www.missionvalleypower.org
www.farmranchdairy.com
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Elston Manufacturing

From Sanders to Gopher Getters

I

n 1925, Rue R. Elston, the founder
of the Elston Company and his
wife, Clara, and son, Wendell,
moved to Sioux Falls, SD from Spencer,
Iowa. Rue found employment with the
Manchester Biscuit Company. The next

year his son Jack was born. In 1927 Rue,
wife Clara, and two sons, Wendell and
Jack moved to Minneapolis, MN where
Rue found work as a bus driver for Twin
City Motor Bus.

One snowy night, Rue saw a young
man get hit by a car while spreading
sand with a shovel at a bus stop. The
man lost his leg in the accident. After
seeing this accident, Rue thought a unit
could be manufactured to mount in
front of the drive wheels of a bus and
be electrically controlled by the driver.
Such a unit could help eliminate this
type of accident by spreading sand in
front of the drive wheels of the bus. After extensive testing and engineering,
the first units were installed on Greyhound buses.
In 1938 a corporation was formed to
manufacture the Elston Electric Sander.
Today sanders are used on city buses
such as those in Seattle, Washington and
are mandatory on school buses in many
Northern States. They are also used on
fire trucks and a special design for railroad trains.

In 1952 Rue, and his son Jack, engineered and designed the Elston Cargo
Space heater, a unit that controls the
inside temperature of semi-trailers
that transport products that cannot

be frozen. Through the years several
models have been designed. These
units are sold in the United States,
Canada, and parts of Europe.
e

Steve’s Welding & Repair
Stickney, SD • 605-732-4615
steveswelding@midstatesd.net

Continuous Panels - Call for prices
20 ft sections - all clips and splices included

Come in and view our expanding selection of bearings,
sprockets, chain, bushing, etc.

Think of us for all your repair needs during planting
season and all year long.
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M.K. Martin Enterprise, Inc.

M

K Martin Enterprise Inc. was
established in 1969 manufacturing mostly wooden farm equipment. Since then, they changed from wooden equipment to manufacturing with steel
and currently no longer manufacture anything with wood. They manufacture their
farm implements under the brand names
Meteor®, Thrifty® and Forage King®.
Their farm equipment lineup includes:
Snow blowing equipment: For almost 25
years they have striven to improve on their
lineup of snow blowers. What initially
started out as 2 models has increased to a
total of 18 models, which include their new
hydraulic snow blowers for skid steers and
several 3 pt hitch pull type models.
Hay handling equipment: The Forage
King® hay elevator is a heavy duty tube
elevator, providing strength for demanding
applications. It can be installed as a mow
system or mounted onto a transport undercarriage. Forage King® forage wagons are
equipped with a self contained hydraulic
system giving the operator infinite variable
speed on the apron chain. With hydraulic
valves and motors for their drive system, it

www.farmranchdairy.com

makes this forage box easy to maintain and
operate. The Forage King® hay wagon is
designed to attach to a small square baler.
The baler pushes the bale through a chute
into the basket to a capacity of 100 bales.
This labor saving device is an asset to anybody storing up small square bales.

will be able to loosen packed spots and
drag product from high areas and level it
off into low spots. The rear drum will also
help to end up with a firm bed. The Track
Groomer can be used in conjunction with
the Track Curry to bring product away
from built up corners in riding arenas,

Rotary cutters and tool carriers: M.K.
Martin Enterprise’s Thrifty® rotary cutter is a medium duty cutter designed to
cut grass, heavy weeds and brush up to
1” in diameter. With 8 models ranging
from 42” to 120” they hope to be able
to fill your requirements. The Thrifty®
Tool Arm works well with the rotary cutter. It offsets the cutter by 84” and allows
you to mow ditches up to a 55° angle.
Horse arena and track conditioning equipment: The Track Curry was developed to
level the pack in horse riding arenas. You

or recondition outdoor tracks. Its unique
design will allow the large wheel to turn
without the assistance of the tractor PTO.
M.K. Martin Enterprise, Inc. also manufactures some private label farm machinery
for various companies, which include a
gravity box, rotary cutter and finish mower.
With their design team they have been able
to keep improving their line and adding
new items to their product lineup.
For more information, visit their
website at www.mkmartin.ca, or call
519-664-2752.
e
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C&R Supply, Inc. • Birth Of A Sprayer

A

fter carefully listening to
customers who were disappointed with the performance or lack of features in ATV
sprayers available, C&R Supply set
out to design a series of sprayer to
meet their needs.
“Instead of taking an off the shelf
tank and attaching features, we needed to get all the input we could from
customers and ATV manufacturers”,

said product manager Dusty Miller.
“With a good vision of what features
and options were required, it became
obvious that a completely new tank
design was needed”.
The EZ ATV Sprayer was designed
with the operator in mind for ease of
operation and functional ability and
safety. With the sleek design brings
the weight forward and more to a center of gravity for better machine bal-

ance. Allowing the legs of the tank to
wrap around the fenders of the ATV
gives the sprayer dual sumps to give
maximum drainage and the ability
to run on side hills without losing its
prime. The pump, strainer, and main

Spray 30 feet wide with no boom
shut-off are mounted underneath the
tank in a protected cavity, which also
serves as a dual slosh baffle. The top
of the tank is designed with a fill catch
area to prevent chemical from getting
on the operator. The EZ is fitted with
a 4 gpm Shurflo Pump and a quality
Tee-Jet trigger style handgun in the
convenient control panel at your side.
All brackets and boomless nozzle or
boom accessories are attached to the
tank for quick and easy mounting.
The EZ ATV Sprayer has several different options and accessories to meet
your requirements and needs.
C&R Supply, Inc. is a distributor
and manufacturer of agricultural and
roadside spray equipment located in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. For over
25 years, C&R Supply, Inc. has been a
leader in the distribution and servicing
of many quality products from Raven
Industries, Spraying Systems, Banjo,
and more. They also lead the way in
designing and manufacturing new and
advanced products such as their C&R
Foam Marker, Spot Sprayer, and the
EZ ATV Sprayer featured in this ad.
C&R is a provider for precision ag
products such as GPS guidance systems, variable rate controllers, mapping, steering assist systems, and
chemical injection units. C&R prides
themselves on the knowledge and experience that is required to keep up
with today’s technology.
e
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Pressurized Exhaust Kills Burrowing Rodents

T

he H & M Gopher Control
PERC system (Pressurized Exhaust Rodent Controller) uses
carbon monoxide from pressurized engine exhaust to kill burrowing rodents
such as gophers, ground squirrels, prairie dogs, moles & voles.

According to the company, exhaust gas
has long been one of the most lethal and
least expensive methods to kill burrowing rodents. But until now there hasn’t
been an economical, efficient delivery
system.
Company owners, Allen Hurlburt and
Virginia Massey, said that the PERC
system involves a narrow steel wand
that is used to probe the burrow and
inject pressurized exhaust that fills the
burrow in two minutes with lethal concentrations of carbon monoxide before
the rodent has a chance to either escape
or block the burrow.
An internal combustion engine generates the carbon monoxide and drives a
compressor pump that pressurizes the
exhaust gas to 115 psi in a storage tank.
An air hose and a hand held probe inject
the gas directly into the burrow without
any digging.
Brand new to the PERC lineup is the
PERC 620, a trailer-mounted unit with
a 20 hp motor and six reels - each with
a 50’ hose and hand probe. The 620
features a tandem axle with turf tires. It
sells for $12,950 plus S&H.
The PERC 412 is a trailer-mounted unit
with a 13 hp motor and four reels each
with a 50’ hose and the hand probe. The
412 features turf tires and is designed
to be pulled behind an ATV. It sells for
$7,249 plus S&H.
The PERC 206 is a skid-mounted unit
with a 6.5 hp engine, two reels with
50’ hoses and hand probes. It sells for
$4,595 plus S&H.
The PERC 206T is the skid unit mountwww.farmranchdairy.com

ed on its own special trailer. It sells for
$4,995 plus S&H.
The PERC system is simple to use and
safe for the operator as well as wildlife
since there is no poison bait or explosion involved. Crop stands are not damaged during treatment. No other control
method is as effective, efficient and as
inexpensive to operate as the PERC.
A PERC system can treat moderately
infested alfalfa fields at about 3.5 acres
an hour with a single operator. Each
probed location requires only about 1 to

2 minutes injection time.
Units have been shipped to customers from Southern California to central Canada and as far east as Florida.
Though most of the market has been
with alfalfa growers, orchard and specialty crop growers have also purchased
units. The PERC system is the best solution anywhere burrowing rodents are a
problem.
For more information call (530)
667-5181 or visit the website www.
handmgophercontrol.com
e

HERRS
MACHINE

HydroStaticS SiNcE 1969

rEbuild or ExcHaNgE

Hydro rebuilds on combines • Swathers
• Skid Steers • iH loader tractors.

Rebuilt or exchange • Transmissions Are Tested
Save on our IH TA Special

Package Deals on IH Torque Amplifiers & Related Parts.
If You Want The Best, Call Herrs Machine!

Toll Free: (877) 525-2875
1745 Prospect • Washington, KS

www.herrsmachine.com
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Does your soil have
enough bacteria?

A

teaspoon of healthy productive
soil may contain up to one billion bacteria (microorganisms).
Soil that has received excessive amounts
of fertilizers and other chemicals will
not have high bacteria counts. Adding
AGRISERUM® replenishes the bacteria
life in the soil.
In the carbon cycle bacteria contributes
carbon to the system by fixation (photosynthesis) and decomposition. Bacteria are essential in breaking down crop
residue. Certain microbes also live near
plant roots where they help stimulate
plant growth. Bacteria are particularly
important in nitrogen cycling, fixing
atmospheric nitrogen and adding to the
soil nitrogen pool. Some bacteria excrete a sticky substance that helps bind
soil particles into small aggregates. Despite their small size, they can help improve water infiltration, water-holding
capacity, aeration and soil stability.
Bacteria are also becoming increasingly important in bioremediation or the
cleaning up manmade chemicals and
fertilizers, many which are petroleum

based. Their overuse has, in some areas, killed various naturally occurring
soil bacteria. Bacteria are capable of
filtering and degrading a large variety

of man-made pollutants in the soil and
groundwater so that they are no longer
toxic. Among the materials they can detoxify are herbicides, heavy metals, and
petroleum products.

AGRISERUM® was conceived early in
1947 by Dr. Howard D. Salins, a Basic
Research Scientist who had a fondness
for farming. For 18 years AGRISERUM® was tested on an Illinois farm before the first gallon was offered for sale
in 1965. Farmers Mfg. Company, Inc.
was formed in 1965 and began production of AGRISERUM®. In 2006 Farmers Mfg. Company was reorganized and
is now known as Crop Resources, LLC.
AGRISERUM® will work in your soil
to restore the biological life, namely,
bacterial microorganisms. This, in turn,
will create a soil condition that is favorable to the proliferation of earthworms,
an indication of a healthy ecosystem.
Earthworms are major decomposers of
dead and decomposing organic material. Their nutrition comes from bacteria and fungi that grow on the organic
material. Earthworms play a big part in
soil structure, water movement, nutrient
cycling, and plant growth. Crop Resources, LLC, 5635 Loop Rd., Dorsey,
IL 62021 Call 888-377-6237. www.
cropresources.com
e

Munro Industries, Inc.

M

unro Industries, Inc. of
Hermosa South Dakota
is proud to serve as the
North American distributor for the
Munro Digger Driver hydraulic fencing equipment. Munro Digger Drivers combine an aggressive pilot hole
auger and a hydraulic post driver into
one user friendly machine with a 45year history of safety, durability, and
ease-of-use. The MultiSett Digger
Driver is Munro’s basic post-setting
machine capable of driving posts up
to a maximum of eight feet in length.
The TeleSett Digger Driver features
a hydraulically telescopic frame that
when fully extended gives clearance
of just over eleven feet under the free
24 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

falling driver. Both the MultiSett and
TeleSett models feature an updated

hex digger assembly with a higher
torque hydraulic motor and hex-tube
Rocky Mountain/Heartland

augers for the tough American soil
conditions. The post driver is a hydraulically raised 600-pound steel
hammer capable of being dropped
from any height. The machines feature standard 4-way hydraulic tilting,
low-volume hydraulic requirement
(10 gpm at 2,000 psi), and 3-point
mounting brackets. Optional features
include a 30-inch travel Sideshift unit,
self-contained PTO hydraulic power
packs, driver extension and guide for
steel I or H beam guardrail posts, and
a skidsteer mounting option. Additional information can also be found
at www.diggerdriver.com or call 866906-8676 and request a brochure and
price list.
e
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AGRISERUM®
Soil Bacterial

AGRISERUM® restores the life in the soil
for better utilization of plant nutrients.
Bacteria are necessary in the soil to
decompose crop residue, fix nitrogen,
and break down minerals into forms
that plants can use.
Does your soil have enough bacteria?

Crop Resources, LLC
5635 Loop Rd., Dorsey, IL 62021

1-888-377-6237

www.cropresources.com

www.farmranchdairy.com
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Egbers on
Super Edge
“There just isn’t enough we can
say about the Super Edge Auger
Flighting” Agrees Doug and Laura
Egbers, owners of Egbers Flighting
Company, Inc. The Super Edge is created in the
rolling process. This is a cold rolling process so the steel is not
heat treated. “This lets the steel retain its strength.” States Doug.
Because of how the flighting is made, the outside edge is thicker
than your common market flighting or plain flighting as they call it.
Super Edge Auger Flighting has approximately 50 thicker outside
edge. It gives longer wear and longer life of the auger.
And Egbers knows their augers. Their repair and fabrication
division has years of experience in re-flighting and balancing
auger sections. “It just makes good sense to replace the auger
flighting instead of buying a new auger section.” Confirms Doug,
“New auger sections can be pricey and the Super Edge Auger
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Flighting is priced to sell.” Along with their repair’s Egbers offers
a wide assortments of replacement parts and tubing. They have
you basic inside tubing, pipe, rolled tube for grain cart unloading
augers all the way up to 40 ft. lengths for transport augers.
“We’ve always thought freight and shipping to our customers
was a problem, we can ship pretty much all the replacement parts
a customer needs from here.” States Laura “That way all your
parts come from one location instead of several.”
New service for Egbers is their ability to balance combine
rotors. “We’re always looking for new products and services
for our customers. These rotors can be balanced at a fraction of
what a new one costs,” Says Laura.
All in all Egbers supports a great team for sales and
repairs. They’re your One-Stop-Shop for your replacement
needs. Call them at 800-462-2588 or check them out
on the web - www.eflighting.com.
e
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Make your own hand crafted home brew
and make your own wine at home.

M

idwest Homebrewing and Winemaking Supplies as
been helping folks make their own beer and wine at
home since 1995. Midwest offers all the equipment
and supplies you need to make your own excellent wine and
beer at home. Beer making kits start at $59.95 and winemaking
kits start at $72.95. Midwest includes a free 90 minute instructional DVD with any purchase.

Making beer at home has never been easier and the quality of
the finished product rivals that of micro brewed beer. Midwest
offers 103 different recipes to choose from and all of the ingredients you need to make your own custom recipes. Could you
be the next Sam Adams? Jim Cook, the founder of Sam Adams
started as a home brewer while he perfected his recipes.
Beer recipes are available for beginners to expert homebrewers. Either way, Midwest has a “How to” DVD that takes you
step by step through the process of brewing beer at home in
your kitchen. Simply pop in the DVD and start brewing. You
see the brewing process demonstrated from the boiling process
all the way through to the bottling process.

Making wine at home has never been more popular. Back in
the 1970’s winemakers made wine from what ever fruit they
could get their hands on. You may remember the Plum or Beet
wine your neighbor or Uncle gave you that made your eyes
water. The times have changed. Today winemakers use high
quality wine juice from all over the world. This juice has been
acid adjusted and pH balanced to insure optimal results. Make
high quality wine the first time you try!
About 75% of winemakers are making wine from juice kits
which yield 6 gallons. The other 25% are making wine from
fruit and grape juice. The wine juice kits do not require much
time and effort. Your reward is 30 bottles of wine that cost between $1.75 to $2.75 a bottle. Midwest’s DVD demonstrates
how to make wine from fruit and grapes. Winemaking is truly
a hobby that you can do for the rest of your life.
Midwest has a free 80 page catalog which is available upon
request. The catalog has over 2000 products in it related to beer
and winemaking. Midwest’s “How to” DVD is free with any
purchase. Gift certificates are available on-line. Beer and Wine
kits make great gifts!
Contact us at Midwest Homebrewing and Winemaking
Supplies, 3440 Beltline Blvd., St. Louis Park, MN 55416,
visit our website at www.midwestsupplies.com or call toll
free 888-449-2739.
e

Two Guys Communications Inc.
A Wyoming Owned Corporation
www.twoguyscomm.com
(toll free) 866-632-4285
Cheyenne, WY
For all your telephone, network and
computer installations and services.
New long range phone
covering up to
3,000 acres.

Members of the
Better Business Bureau
www.farmranchdairy.com
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equipment
Meyer’s Equipment
Mfg. Corp.

T

he future of agricultural technology takes a large
step forward with the arrival of the revolutionary
Meyer’s VB750 & VB560 Twin Twister Manure

Adapters For Self-Propelled
Forage Harvesters

W

Spreader. The Twin Twister’s unique vertical beater design
creates a wider, more even spread pattern. You’ll make
fewer trips to the same field resulting in less soil compaction while saving you in time and money!
With over 40 years of experience in the design and development of the Meyer's product manure spreaders, Meyer's
Equipment Manufacturing Corporation has the answer for
your manure handling needs.
Meyer's EMCs extensive product line of Meyer's Heavy-Duty Spreaders are more than machinery. The Meyer's big load
carrying capacity manure spreaders provide a more efficient
use of your time and a better return on your equipment investment. They are an investment in the future of your business. At
Meyer's Equipment Manufacturing Corp., we are committed to
building a quality product at a fair price. Our Manure Spreaders are not massed produced. When you purchase a Meyer's
Box Spreader you can expect quality and dependability!
e

Save 35% On Fuel Bills!
Grain Handler USA has been
manufacturing quality grain handling
equipment for over 20 years.

We Stock Adapters To Use
Ear Corn Snapper Heads On
Self-Propelled Forage
Harvesters.
Our Adapters Allow You To
Use Your Favorite Corn Head
On Your Self- Propelled
Forage Harvester.

Lindquist, Inc.
Giltner, Nebraska
402-849-2264
Fax: 402-849-2600
email: lindquist@hamilton.net
See Our Website:
www.lindquistinconline.com

LINDQUIST

YOUR SOLUTION FABRICATOR
• Class Forage Harvesters
• JD 5000-7000 Series Forage Harvesters
• NH 1900-2100 Series Forage Harvesters
• NH FX Series Forage Harvesters
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“We also manufacture bucket elevators, drag conveyors & accessories!”

Grain Handler USA

CALL TODAY! 800-260-1745
www.grainhandler.com
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SpikeWheel - Protecting Your Fertilizer Investment
Designed to be Accurate, Efficient, Effective and Adaptable
With new demands such as no till, hard soils, and sod the
SpikeWheel™ has been designed with strength, durability and
in field reliability in mind. Using the same technology as the
spoke wheel, the design of the SpikeWheel ™ adds capacities
for extra down pressure to meet these conditions for subsurface
application.
Enhanced design modifications:
Streamlined hardened alloy injection points and a 400-pound
down pressure capability enable the SpikeWheel™ to penetrate even the hardest of soils in no-till applications and other
established grass and hay stands.
The solid dish design provides superior strength in side load
situations.
SpikeWheel contains a precision-machined distribution hub,
which reduces product leakage, increases overall hub life, and
is rebuilt with ease.
The SpikeWheel's smooth external surface reduces build-up,
tangle, and plugging in high residue, tall crops, and muddy
conditions.
The spring arm is able to apply proper down force, control
tracking and alignment and also provides independent protection from obstacles incurred in field situations such as rocks.
Sub-surface injection of soil amendments such as surfactants
or wetting agents allows for the utilization of these liquids
without losses caused from outside elements.
The SpikeWheel provides farmers with a precision tool for
fertilizer application. The wheel allows for fertilizer rates to
be decreased up to 30%, as you don’t have to compensate for
volatilization, runoff, and microbial losses. The flexibility in
fertilizer timing in a post-emergent application allows the plant
to be fed when it needs it the most, growing less “luxury” foliage, and more of the crop that makes you money.
The SpikeWheel fits into minimum till situations extremely
well as it is very low disturbance. In side-band applications, the

www.farmranchdairy.com

wheel does not disturb established root systems, cover young
plants with soil, or create any tillage that may disrupt your
growing crops. In turf and established stand applications, the
injection points not only provide for precision fertilizer placement, but also act as an aeration tool. The increased versatility in timing allows the fertilizer package to be matched with
crop potential, considering available moisture, and available
nutrients. Learn more by going to our website and viewing the
advantages of the SpikeWheel.

In an age of decreasing profit margins in agriculture, input
costs become an important consideration in management decisions. The SpikeWheel provides farmers with a tool that gets
the best return out of every fertilizer dollar spent. To insure
that your input dollars do all they can for you, and to learn
more about the advantages of the SpikeWheel™ visit our website at www.spikewheel.com, or call (541) 457-2662.
e
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RENCO CORPORATION • PREG-TONE®

A

Fast, Safe, and Accurate Ultrasonic Pregnancy Tester
for Hogs, Sheep, Alpacas,
Llamas and more.
No lights to watch! No buttons to
push!
Ultrasonic Pregnancy detection with
the RENCO PREG-TONE is now a
proven and accepted herd management
technique. Among the numerous benefits are the following:
• Identification of feed-wasting non
producers.
• Confirmation of pregnancy in
animals purchased or sold.
• Savings resulting from increase in
overall operating efficiency,
permitting more efficient use of
expensive farrowing installations.
The patented PREG-TONE uses high
frequency sound waves called ultrasound to detect amniotic fluid present
during pregnancy. When this fluid is
detected, the instrument produces a
loud continuous tone. When used on
an animal which is not pregnant, the instrument produces an intermittent tone.
The intermittent tone also indicates that
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good skin contact is being made.
No guessing and no question. Clinically proven 100% accurate on normal sows, 97% accurate on ewes.
The RENCO PREG-TONE has been
tested against other ultrasound instruments by leading universities throughout the world. Their studies show the
PREG-TONE as the superior instrument
in both accuracy and ease of use (studies
available upon request).
Testing may begin as early as 18 days
with swine (large litters, 11-12 piglets).
Open sows can be diagnosed as early as
30 days. Normal testing time in sows
and gilts is 30-73 days.
Pregnancy testing in ewes can begin as
early as 30 days, with positive diagnosis
made by 45 days. Normal testing time
in ewes is 30-120 days. Testing on large
New Zealand White rabbits can begin at
10 days.
Loud, easy to hear tones.
During testing, no lights are used, no
buttons are pushed, thus attention is not
diverted from the animal. A short intermittent tone indicates good contact,
while a loud continuous tone indicates
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pregnancy. Since the PREG-TONE
uses only loud easy to hear tones to indicate both pregnancy and non pregnancy,
it can be clipped on the belt or kept in
a pocket. The PREG-TONE does not
need to be seen or held during testing.
Rechargeable
NiMH
batteries
(NEW). Low battery indication.
Specially chosen by Renco Corporation
to assure long life, the battery pack will last
for years and give many hours of testing
on one overnight charge. Renco’s own
unique circuitry causes the PREG-TONE
to turn itself off when the battery needs
recharging, assuring the user against erroneous readings due to insufficient power.  
Battery charger is included.
Rugged all-metal construction...
Small enough to slip in your pocket.
All-metal construction guarantees
against interference by radio waves in
the atmosphere, a major accuracy problem with some ultrasound instruments.
Constructed of heavy gauge aluminum for ruggedness and ease of cleaning, the RENCO PREG-TONE is still
lightweight and small enough to slip in
your pocket. Contact us today!
e

www.farmranchdairy.com

Fence Fixing Made Easy

O

ne of the most valuable assets for a farmer and rancher
is their time. That time can be
saved by use of a unique tool called the
Texas Fence Fixer.
Invented and patented by Ken Evans
of Sequin, Texas, the tool will tighten or
take slack out of barb wire, horse wire,
electric wire, net wire and high tensile
wire, all with equal ease. "If you're like
me," says Evans. "You’ve spent a lot
of hours mending fences, using come a
longs, pieces of pipe and most anything
you can get your hands on. It is a back
breaking, knuckle busting, time thieving
chore and I figured there had to be an
easier and faster way. While ranching
near San Saba, TX, Ken did a lot of experimenting and modifying until he had
invented a tool that really worked on
loose fence and the Texas Fence Fixer
was born.
Popularity of the tool is easy to understand if you ever had to tighten a sagging fence, only to have it go loose again
when the tool of choice is removed.
With the Texas Fence Fixer, no staples
or tie wires are removed and with a little
practice, the job can be complete in 30
seconds to a minute and when the tool is
removed, the fence remains completely
tight. To tighten a wire, the arms are
spread wide to catch the slack wire between the jaw slots. When the two arms
are pulled together and the chain fastened, a loop forms inside the tool area.
A piece of spare wire is laid across the
face of the tool and wrapped a few times
on each side of the tool. Then the handle
of the fence pliers or smooth pipe is inserted between the two wires and they
are turned (not twisted) together until
they almost become one wire and the
fence is tight. The wire is not crimped
or damaged in any way. The tool is totally American made with parts formed
in a Texas foundry, shipped to a 5,000
Sq. Ft. shop in Sequin. Texas, ground to
perfection and assembled and painted
by the Evans'.
The tool carries a lifetime warranty.
For further info or to order, call toll
free. 866-882-2896 or visit the web site
at texasfencefixer.com Try the Texas
Fence Fixer. You'll be glad you did and
so will your fences.
e
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TEXAS FENCE FIXER

Permanent way to remove slack from your fenceline repairs in approx.

ONE MINUTE on barb wire,
electric fence, horse fence, or net wire.
Fast & Easy to Use — Rely on Texas Fence Fixer to Save Your Time
and Your Fences
Lifetime
ty
Warrran
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For order information call toll-free (866) 882-2896
www.texasfencefixer.com
info@texasfencefixer.com
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Dr. Dee Ellis Selected to Take
Reins of Texas Animal Health
Commission (TAHC)
Veterinarian Dee Ellis of Rockdale
has been named as Texas’ new state
veterinarian and executive director
of the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC), the state’s livestock
and poultry health regulatory agency.
Dr. Ellis will replace Dr. Bob Hillman, who will retire December 31
after serving in livestock and poultry
health leadership capacities for more
than three decades and as Texas’ state
veterinarian nearly seven years. The
13 governor-appointed TAHC commissioners, representing the public,
livestock and poultry industries, announced the selection of Dr. Ellis at
the TAHC commission meeting in
Austin Tuesday, December 8.
“I am confident that Dr. Dee Ellis will
be a fine state veterinarian and TAHC
executive director. For five years, Dr.
Ellis has served as the TAHC assistant
state veterinarian, and his work ethic,
abilities, training and qualifications
are exemplary,” said TAHC Chairman
Ernie Morales of Devine, who also
represents the feedlot industry on the
13-member commission.
“I am proud to have served as a commissioner during Dr. Bob Hillman’s
service at the TAHC and wish him
the best in his retirement. In preparing for his succession, Dr. Hillman
mentored and prepared staff for leadership, and Dr. Ellis is ready for this
new challenge as executive director,”
said TAHC Commissioner Coleman
H. Locke, beef industry representa32 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

tive and a member of executive search
committee.
Dr. Ellis, originally from Comanche,
was raised with a farming and dairy
background. While completing his
animal science degree from Southwest
Texas State University (now Texas
State University) in San Marcos, Dr.
Ellis worked as a TAHC animal health
inspector.
In 1984, Dr. Ellis obtained his doctorate of veterinary medicine at Texas
A&M University, and practiced as an
associate veterinarian in Gonzales. He
returned to the TAHC as a field veterinarian in Wharton during some of
the toughest battles to eradicate cattle
brucellosis. Recognized for his leadership and innovation, Dr. Ellis was
promoted in 1986 to area director for
Central Texas, a position he held for
18 years. In 2002, Dr. Ellis completed
a master’s degree in Public Administration from Texas State University.
In 2003, he transferred to the TAHC’s
Austin headquarters as the staff veterinarian to oversee the statewide cattle
tuberculosis (TB) testing dairies and
purebred beef cattle, and a year later
was named assistant state veterinarian
“Dr. Ellis has invaluable field experience fighting foreign animal diseases.
He was detailed to Great Britain during
the foot-and-mouth disease outbreak
in 2001, helped eradicate exotic Newcastle disease in California and Texas
in 2003, and worked on the Texas avian influenza outbreak in 2004. He is a
Rocky Mountain/Heartland

foreign animal disease diagnostician,
and has broad experience in emergency management and epidemiology,”
said Chairman Morales. “Dr. Ellis is
nationally recognized among regulatory veterinarians and policy makers,
has worked closely with Mexican animal health officials on cattle disease
issues, and has been sought after as a
speaker for livestock industry meetings. He can quickly ‘digest’ a problem and seek solutions with working
groups, an attribute that we have come
to appreciate and expect from the
TAHC’s excellent leadership.”
“The TAHC’s role has expanded in
recent years to include not only disease, but also disasters. Dr. Ellis and
the TAHC staff have gained invaluable
experience in handling animal issues
during Hurricanes Rita and Ike, wildfires in the Panhandle and floods in
East Texas. Under his leadership, the
TAHC will be ready to work closely
with the livestock and poultry industries to address dire situations, whether it is a disease outbreak, manmade or
natural calamity,” said Mr. Locke.
Dr. Ellis resides in Rockdale, near Austin, where he has been involved in civic
groups and youth sports activities. He
and his wife Cheryln, math and science
curriculum specialist for the Rockdale
Junior High and High schools, are the
parents of Toni and Chris, a senior and
a sophomore, respectively, at the Mays
School of Business at Texas A&M
University in College Station.
e
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Mrnak Hereford Ranch

I

n 1906, Jim Mrnak’s grandfather,
Vincent, homesteaded the present
Mrnak Hereford Ranch. They came
from the East with the usual homesteader belongings and a few head of
livestock. In 1944, Jim’s father, Wencil,
bought him a few registered Hereford
heifers. This was the foundation and beginning of the Mrnak Hereford Ranch.
Since 1968, the entire cowherd has been
of recorded seedstock.
Since its inception, the ranch has seen
many changes in the cattle industry, from
the small compact cattle, to the large
framed cattle and everything in between.
It has always been our program to stay
with the moderate framed cattle with
thickness, muscling and natural fleshing
ability. We strongly believe that a highly
fertile, functional and sound cowherd is a
must in the Hereford cattle industry.
Over the years, as the cowherd grew,
many influential bulls have contributed
to the successful marketing of our cattle.
BB Selkirk Lad 3136, purchased from
BB Cattle Co., Connell, WA, has left a
lasting genetic mark on our cowherd.
Other strong breeding sires were BHHR
4088-642, CL1 Domino 590, Dan Mischief, and many more. At present we
are using a combination of Canadian
and US genetics. We feel this combination will be very beneficial to the commercial cattlemen that purchase our
seedstock. Our Canadian genetics are
highlighted with BP Debonair 205D and
BP Robin Hood 7M, two bulls we purchased from Bar Pipe Farms at Okotoks,
Alberta, and CH 87E Multi 102M, a bull
we purchased from Cutler Herefords at

Lacombe, Alberta.
Through the use of A.I., some of the
useful performance bulls in the US have
been utilized in our breeding program.
Star Donald 335F, a great maternal sire,
has left a host of great daughters as well
as the very popular BB Patriot 0293. It
was a genetic cross of the Patriot sire
on a 335F daughter that resulted in our
popular herdsire MH Patriot 3159. This
bull is in partnership with Hoffman Herefords, Leola, SD and Rocking Chair
Ranch, Fort McKavett, TX and is leased
to ABS. Currently in use are MH Dakota 0230, MH Monument 3147, and GH
Rambo 279R.

in recent years the demand for Hereford
heifers has convinced us to open up our
market of heifers in our annual sale.
The 3rd, 4th, and 5th generations of
Mrnaks now reside on the Mrnak Hereford Ranch. Jim and wife Marlene have
5 children; Connie, Wayne, Terry, Loren
and Carla. Wayne, wife Jill and daughter
Robyn along with Terry, wife Debby and
sons Brent and Andy operate the ranch
that consists of 470 cows and farming
practices that include growing wheat,
corn, oats, barley and alfalfa hay. Over
the years Jim, Marlene and Wayne have
served the Hereford breed on local, state
and national levels. Wayne has served as

In 1968 we had our 1st production sale
here on the ranch selling 50 bulls. In the
spring of 1981 we moved our production sale to St. Onge, SD where we felt
we could offer our cattle at a closer location to our customers. Currently, we
have moved our sale back home and
sell at the Bowman Auction Market.
This has been an exciting and successful move and we are glad to be offering our livestock for sale back at home.
Over the years we have seen our bulls
sell all over the western United States.
In earlier sales we sold strictly bulls, but

a director of the AHA board. Debby has
served on the board of American Hereford Women. Marlene was President of
the ND Cattlewomen. Terry and Debby
were ND Jr. Hereford advisors, Brent
served as Vice President and director
of the National Junior Hereford Association for three years and Andy was a
director of the NJHA board. Brent and
Andy are very active showing cattle on
the local, state and national levels.
One could say the family is “Hereford”
through and through as they preach, “Every calf should have a white face.” e

Mrnak Herefords 43rd Annual Production Sale

February 14, 2010, 1:00 PM
At the Bowman Auction Market
90 Bulls — 70 Hereford Heifers
150 Black Baldy Heifers

www.mrnakherefords.com • (701) 574-3172
www.farmranchdairy.com
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Powell Livestock Scale

Buying scales factory direct means more money in your pocket

P

owell Scales NW is Oregon’s
largest manufacturer of truck
and livestock scales. A leader in
the industry for over 50 years, Scales
NW offers competitive pricing, quality
manufacturing and professional service
from start to finish. Having offices centrally located throughout the northwest
allows Scales NW to competitively
serve our customers while maintaining
the highest standards of quality control
and customer service. Scales NW also

offers foundation construction, scale
installation, and equipment calibration.
Our knowledgeable service technicians
offer preventative maintenance as well
as emergency repair on all makes and
models of weighing equipment.
Keep Powell Scale NW in mind for
all your weighing needs. They offer
a complete line of weighing equipment, but pride themselves on their
ability to meet your custom applications. Whether your needs are vehicle

or off-road equipment scales, livestock
scales, warehouse scales, railroad truck
scales, custom applications for bulk or
tank weighing – Scales NW can build
them all.
You can call them factory direct for
sales, service or your short-term rental
needs at (800) 451-0187.
For more information, you can view
their website at www.scalesnw.com.
Powell Scales NW - The Weight of
Excellence
e

Testing for BSE (Mad Cow Disease)
Resistance in Cattle

Exclusive license from the Texas A&M System

B

iogenetic Services, Inc. (BGS),
an independent company established in 1988 by founder, owner
and president Dr. Alex L. Kahler, specializes in providing state of the art comprehensive protein and DNA analyses.
Using DNA technology under an exclusive license with the Texas A&M
University System, BGS conducts blood
DNA tests to determine resistance versus susceptibility to BSE (Mad Cow
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Disease) in cattle.
It is generally known that Mad Cow
disease in cattle is caused by the ingestion of prion proteins in meat and bone
meal primarily from scrapie infected
sheep or BSE infected cattle. It is also
known that pathogenic prions can arise
spontaneously and that they cannot be
destroyed by high heat.
Breeding and producing cattle that are
resistant to BSE could be an important
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strategy for eradicating Mad Cow disease and thereby ensuring the safety of
our beef products.
It is reassuring for consumers to know
that breeders and producers have such
a powerful tool available to help them
identify, select and breed resistant animals to thereby improve the level of resistance to Mad Cow disease in the U.S.
cattle population.
An additional important benefit may be
improving beef exports to countries currently not accepting U.S. beef with the
knowledge that exported animals have
resistance to Mad Cow disease.
Another use of the information concerning resistance versus susceptibility
to BSE will be to test the highly susceptible animals being slaughtered for food
to determine whether they have Mad
Cow disease. This will help to prevent
infected animals from entering the food
supply where they could transmit pathogenic prions to humans.
Thus, it is clear that this blood DNA
test is a powerful tool capable of rapid identification of cattle possessing
genotypes associated with phenotypic
expression of Mad Cow disease. It is
also clear that this DNA tool is invaluable to both the domestic cattle industry as well as to consumers and their
health.
e
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You can tell a lot about a
cattleman by his cattle. And
Purina® Accuration® feed with
Intake Modifying TechnologyTM gives cattle that uniform,
muscular look cattlemen want.
That’s because it supplements
your cattle’s diet, maximizes
forage utilization and controls
what they eat based on forage quality and cattle needs.
It also reduces labor and saves time, helps cattle perform to their
highest genetic potential, and boosts your total net return.
Available in Accuration Cattle Limiter, Accuration Sup-R-Lix®,
Accuration Sup-R-Block®, and Accuration Impact® Starter.
Talk to your Purina feed dealer to day, call 1-800-227-8941 or
visit cattlenutrition.com.

Building better cattle.

IOWA

Cantril Feed & Grain
610 W. North St. • Cantril, IA • (319) 397-2215
H & S Feed and Country Store
416 Hwy. 432 • Oskaloosa, IA • (641) 673-7918

SOuth DAkOtA

Central Farmers Cooperative
113 E. Walker • Montrose, SD 57048
(605) 363-5360 • (800) 419-2605
Eagle Butte Co-Op
S. Main & Railroad • Eagle Butte, SD • (605) 964-2225
Sioux Nation
504 N. Deadwood • Fort Pierre, SD • (605) 223-3101 • (800) 658-3657

www.farmranchdairy.com
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marketplace
agriculture

Seed Inc.
Sunray, Texas

WHOLESALE-RETAIL SEED
Ribbon Grazer,
Sorogo-Sudan Grass,
Forage Sorghum, Early Sumac,
Oats - Coronado, Jerry
Big Crop Brand Milo Seed
Early Medium, Medium Early, & Medium
Bred For Drought Resistance
G-15 Alfalfa Seed,
Triumph Sunflower Seed,
Triumph Corn Seed

Call us.

You will like the price!

1-800-687-2891
1-806-948-4642

Self-Propelled Forage

TIRE TOWN INC.
800/70R38 factory irregular....$2000
14.9R46 tread 80% 5*..............$325
710/70R38 80%.......................$750
710/70R42 80%.......................$850
520/85R46 irregular...............$1500
480/80R50 100% tread..........$1200
18.4-30 irregulars.....................$350
600/70R30 full tread.................$850
28LR26 diamond full tread.......$850
420/8046 90% tread.................$400
21.5L16.1 bar tread 8p.............$450
600/65R28 irregulars 100%.....$925
31/1350-15 rib............................$90
184-38 New First Line..............$612
Nationwide Shipping • Special Prices New &
Used • All Sizes - Major Brands • We Deal!

800-444-7209 • 800-451-9864
5 models to
choose from.

Harvesters: John Deere & Claas

IH DisGusTed
SHIFTING PROBLEMS -

READY TO GET RID OF YOUR IH-706, 856,
1066, 1086, 806, 4106, 1256, 1456, 4100,
766, 966, 1466, 1566, 1586, 1886, 986 &
1086 DUE TO SHIFTING DIFFICULTIES?
We Have The Cost Effective Fixes For These
Range & Speed Transmission Problems!
Put A Good Horse Back To Work!

WENZ SERVICE, INC.

402-374-2202
Toll Free: 1-800-808-7885
CALL ME NOW!

903-585-3540 • 405-401-3235
email: info@redwatermachinery.com

lil’ house

“Outside”
Wood Burning Heater

Factory Direct

• No Dirt
• No Ashes
• No Wood In House
• No Loss Of Space
• No Insurance
Problems

Excellent for Mobile Homes Too!
“Warm Up To Wood Heat”
$1595.00

Colorado Hay Probe
Popular “Push In” Design
Model 2001-See website for pricing

www.udyone.com
UDY Corporation

201 Rome Court, • Fort Collins, CO 80524
Voice: 970.482.2060 • Fax: 970.482.2067

(800) 543-2837
Manufactured by:

Can’t Get 3-Phase Power?
Smith ElEctric motorworkS

Newman Assoc.

225 West Hayden Suite 100 • Marceline, MO 64658

HCR 69, Box 1675
Ironton, MO 63650
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Rotary Converters • Static Converters
(800) 437-4273 • (660) 376-9700
Fax (660) 376-9701

www.gwm4-3phase.com
Rocky Mountain/Heartland
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agriculture
Discounts Available
STEEL COLUMN &
RAFTER BUILDINGS
Wood framed at lower cost.
www.strat-o-span.com
Strat-O-Span Bldgs. Inc.
7980 Old Hwy. 50
Breese, IL 62230

24x30
30x40
40x60

$4356
$6617
$11635

24x40
36x50
45x80

$5792
$9079
$16140

24x24
$4241 24x40
$7254
30x40
$8121 30x50
$9482
fax 618-526-2584
$14387 45x80
$19487
Houston, TX
Woodland, CA 40x60
$31989
Temple, TX
Longmont, CO 50x100 $23272 60x120
$50877
Rogers, MN
Independence, MO 66X120 $35640 80x150
Salt Lake City, UT
Omaha, NE
hundreds of other sizes!

Toll Free 800-851-4550

www.farmranchdairy.com

COLOR WORKS!
Find out how color can work for
your advertising in the
Western Farm, Ranch
& Dairy Magazine.

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

1-800-330-3482
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IOWA

Rocky Mountain Supply Inc.

Marathon Town & Country Store

416 Hwy. 432 • Oskaloosa, IA
(641) 673-7918

WISCONSIN

Tammy's Tack & Feed

H & S Feed and Country Store

MONTANA

Mountain West Co-Op

4570 N. Reserve St. • Missoula, MT
(406) 543-8383 • www.cenexmontana.com

700 N. Montana St. • Dillon, MT
(406) 683-2308

Berlin Feed Inc.

328 S. Church St. • Berlin, WI
(920) 361-2616 • www.berlinfeed.com

1300 W. Campus Dr. • Wausau, WI
(715) 675-1700
14500 Velp Ave. • Suamico, WI
(920) 661-4066
www.tammystackandfeed.com

