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agriculture
Crave Brothers to host Wisconsin
Farm Technology Days

F

ood – Fuel – Future is the motto of the 2009 Wisconsin Farm Technology Days that will be held at Crave
Brothers Farm LLC, located in southern Dodge County.
Throughout the three-day event, July 21-23, visitors will have
an opportunity to see the latest in technology, enjoy handson
activities, view demonstrations, and learn about new ways for
“going green.”
The hosts of the event are innovators in many areas of agriculture. They were among the first in the state to utilize free-stall
barns, total mixed ration, and bunker silos. In their quest to stay
ahead of the curve, they built a state-of-the-art cheese plant in
2002. They have now doubled the size of the plant to accommodate increasing sales of their popular cheeses and increasing
milk production on their growing farm.
The Craves also formed a unique partnership with Clear Horizons of Milwaukee on two anaerobic manure digesters that
create enough electricity to power 550 average Wisconsin
homes – which is more than twice what the farm and cheese
factory need. After operating the first digester successfully for
two years, the company built the second digester to stay in
pace with the herd that has now grown to 1,100 milking cows.

Steve’s Welding & Repair
Stickney, SD • 605-732-4615
steveswelding@midstatesd.net

Continuous Panels - Call for prices
20 ft sections - all clips and splices included

Heifers that the Craves moved back home from satellite farms
to the new heifer barns on the home farm provide additional
manure for the digester. Besides creating electricity that Clear
Horizons sells to WE Energies, some of the solids are used as
bedding for the livestock and the rest is the main ingredient in a
potting mix product sold under the EnerGro brand name.
In addition to the traditional field demonstrations at the July
show, the Dodge County farm technology days planners are
working with the custom manure haulers organization to demonstrate environmentally safe methods of distributing manure
on the farm. There will also be farm tours via trams to highlight
all of the unique aspects of this modern dairy operation.
The show offers something for everyone. Youth activities will
center around changes and the emphasis will be on healthy
eating; Family living will feature a variety of entertainment
and education. A “Family Farm Adventure” tent will feature
educational, fun activities for the younger children. A crafts
tent will feature unique, hand-made items. The University of
Wisconsin’s Farm Progress Pavilion will feature a wide variety
of educational topics including digesters, composting, cheese
making and animal identification. More than 1,000 commercial
exhibitors will also demonstrate or talk about the latest products and service offerings.
The show is presented in partnership with the Wisconsin Farm
Technology Days, Inc., UWExtension, and the host county.
Countless volunteers have been working for the last three years
with the executive committee from Dodge County on plans for
the 2009 show.
Admission is $5 person; 12 and under is free. Learn more
about specific activities planned for the 2009 show on the
Web site at http://www.dodgefarmtech.com.
e

Come in and view our expanding selection of bearings,
sprockets, chain, bushing, etc.

Think of us for all your repair needs during growing
season and all year long.
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Texas Fence Fixer

Fence Fixing Made Easy

O

ne of the most valuable assets for a farmer and rancher
is their time. That time can be
saved by use of a unique tool called the
Texas Fence Fixer.
Invented and patented by Ken Evans of
Sequin, Texas, the tool will tighten or take
slack out of barb wire, horse wire, electric
wire, net wire and high tensile wire, all
with equal ease. "If you're like me," says
Evans. "You’ve spent a lot of hours mending fences, using come a longs, pieces of
pipe and most anything you can get your
hands on. It is a back breaking, knuckle
busting, time thieving chore and I figured
there had to be an easier and faster way.
While ranching near San Saba, TX, Ken
did a lot of experimenting and modifying until he had invented a tool that really worked on loose fence and the Texas
Fence Fixer was born.
Popularity of the tool is easy to under-

stand if you ever had to tighten a sagging fence, only to have it go loose again
when the tool of choice is removed.
With the Texas Fence Fixer, no staples
or tie wires are removed and with a little

practice, the job can be complete in 30
seconds to a minute and when the tool is
removed, the fence remains completely
tight. To tighten a wire, the arms are
spread wide to catch the slack wire between the jaw slots. When the two arms

“Field-Proven, Full Strength Organic Soil Builder
Works for All Agricultural Crops”
Row Crops • Field Crops • Trees • Vines

are pulled together and the chain fastened, a loop forms inside the tool area.
A piece of spare wire is laid across the
face of the tool and wrapped a few times
on each side of the tool. Then the handle
of the fence pliers or smooth pipe is inserted between the two wires and they
are turned (not twisted) together until
they almost become one wire and the
fence is tight. The wire is not crimped
or damaged in any way. The tool is totally American made with parts formed
in a Texas foundry, shipped to a 5,000
Sq. Ft. shop in Sequin. Texas, ground to
perfection and assembled and painted
by the Evans'.
The tool carries a lifetime warranty.
For further info or to order, call toll
free. 866-882-2896 or visit the web site
at texasfencefixer.com Try the Texas
Fence Fixer. You'll be glad you did and
so will your fences.
e

Full Strength Heat-Stress &
Sunburn Protection For All
Agricultural Crops

“Field Proven, Full Strength
Organic Drip Irrigation Cleaner
for All Agricultural Crops”

Trees • Vines • Row Crops

Row Crops • Field Crops • Trees • Vines

FOR DRIP IRRIGATION SYSTEMS,
ORGANIC CLEANER AND MAINTAINER
ELIMINATES ALL MINERAL DEPOSITS

ORGANIC LIQUID
SOIL TREATMENT
COMPLEX
Enzymes and bacterial system. Anti-Stress and biological soil activators: as
an aid to improve soil condition, reduce soil erosion, increase water penetration, increase plant uptake of fertilizers and nutrients. Relieve moisture and
plant stress.
• PENA*TRON is an acid to activate and supply essential nutrients by
activating microorganism metabolism.
• PENA*TRON is an acid to accelerate seed germination and increase
plant population. Root penetration is deeper, developing a stronger tap root
and later feeder roots.
• PENA*TRON is an aid to help all types retain more water by breaking
the surface tension of the water and soil, allowing greater water penetration
per cubic foot, by retaining more moisture and allowing less water to be used
per irrigation.
• PENA*TRON will save water - one or two irrigations per crop season.
• PENA*TRON enzymes and bacterial system, as an aid to detoxify the
soils that have been damaged by over use of chemical can be detoxified.
Time, temperature and types of soils are also factors which affect the detoxification by breaking the surface tension of the soil, allowing moisture, water,
oxygen and energy to work together to balance the soil environment and
produce healthy and high yielding plants.
www.farmranchdairy.com

non-toxic • organic • completely safe
non-polluting • biodegradable
 Full strength protection on apples, apricots, cherries and pears, and other crops
subject to heat-stress and sunburn 
Protects plants, trees, vines, leaves, buds,
blooms, and fruit from rain, heat-stress
and sunburn damage  Field proven as
a cost effective micro-thin protein pro
polymer coating

 Clean and lubricate drip irrigation
systems  Free drip tubing emitters of
all mineral deposits  Reduce costly
emitter replacement  A proven drip irrigation cleaner & maintainer  Balance
pH, breaking-up calcium carbonates,
alkaline-salts & toxic chemicals in the soil
and water

Call Toll Free: (800) 775-6123
P.O. Box 82717 • San Diego, CA 92138

Call for a free sample do your
own test: seeing is believing.

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

Experienced agricultural
representatives wanted.
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LAFORGE Celebrates 20 Years In North
America, Wins A Seventh AE50 Award

L

aforge front hitch systems
were first introduced in North
America at the California Farm
Equipment Show (now World Ag
Expo) in 1989. After initially working
with an independent importer, it was
decided in 1991 to establish a dedicated subsidiary, Laforge Systems, Inc.
located in Concord, CA, to provide
the farmers and dealers on this market with the right products and reliable
service.
Laforge Sarl., the parent company back
in Europe, first entered the front hitch
business in 1979. Laforge products have
always been on the leading edge of technology. In fact, over 40 international
patents and a multitude of engineering
awards have been collected over the
years, including seven (7) AE50 awards
by the American Society of Agricultural
and Biological Engineers (ASABE, for-

merly ASAE). This prestigious award
honors fifty Outstanding Innovations in
Product or Systems Technology every
year.
Laforge received a 2009 AE50 award
for their new FrontPower PTO systems.
The FrontPower is using advanced technology derived from automotive and
high-end tractor transmission designs
to ensure durability, low maintenance,
and minimal power loss. Front mounted
mowing, shredding, and snow removal
equipment is seen much more now and
this product becomes an essential link in
these systems.
In 2007 the FLEXIMASS® ballast
management system received an AE50
award. The main purpose of this system is to replace the very cumbersome
wheel weights with a quick-attach system that allows adding or removing
thousands of pounds of ballast weights

in seconds. With ever more powerful
tractors, matching ballast to the task at
hand becomes essential for improved
fuel economy, eliminating unnecessary
compaction, and even for safety.

Laforge took another step in improving
support for our dealers and customers
in 2007 by acquiring manufacturing
capability in North America through
the purchase of Bruns Machine, Cedar
Falls, IA.
For more information visit www.
fronthitch.com or contact LAFORGE
SYSTEMS, INC; 1-800-422-5636 e

WE EXIST TO PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE AND MOST
COST EFFECTIVE ELECTRIC POWER SERVICE.

Main Office
Or
Hot Springs
St. Ignatius

(406) 883-7900
(406) 675-7900
(406) 741-3402
(406) 745-4243

AFTER HOURS
EMERGENCY
(406) 883-7972

www.missionvalleypower.org
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The American Wood Fibers Story

A

merican’s Choice, PetsPick,
and Premier Pet are some of
the names we go by. The quality products we produce include equine
and pet bedding, wood flour, premium
wood pellet fuel and biomass. We are a
recycler of wood byproducts and an exclusive consumer of renewable resources. We are an American company that
started out as one man’s simple vision...
Frank Faehner, Chairman of American Wood Fibers, has been involved
with "total wood waste utilization" for

over 50 years. In 1966, he incorporated
Eastern Wood Fibers in Jessup, Maryland and set out to become the nation’s
largest supplier of wood flour and wood
by-products. In 1988, he achieved this
objective and the name was changed to
American Wood Fibers to more accurately reflect the depth of our resources
and the national scope the company had
achieved.
Today, there are American Wood Fiber plants and distribution centers near
the majority of our nation's major tim-

ber processors from coast-to-coast. We
are also rapidly expanding to include
Canada, Mexico and other international
markets.
Despite this significant growth and national scope, our focus still remains on
family. American Wood Fibers embodies the culture of courtesy, respect and
a commitment to customer service that
originated with our company founder.
Today that same commitment is sustained
by the fourth generation of the Faehner
family and all AWF employees.
e

Results achieved in NW Mississippi
WHEAT
96 BPA on 335 acres Once – 100 then 200 lbs 41
75 BPA on 750 acres Twice – 100/100/100 lbs 41
93 BPA on 415 acres Once – 100/100/100 lbs 41
Quality increases due to sulfur are important.
SOYBEANS
88 BPA on 69 acres…75 lbs late bloom…Asgrow 5959…
30” rows…planted flat and URAM cultivated in.
Yields in the 70’s and 80’s ROUTINE.
A 10 bushel per acre increases is average.
RICE
245 Dry BPA..XL8…140 acres..10” spacing…25lbs. seed per acre.
197 Dry BPA…CL 131…237acres…10” spacing…60 lbs. seed per acre.
188 Dry BPA..Cocodrie…729 acres…10” spacing…60 lbs. seed per acre.
38¢ per bushel milling premium 137,076 bushels… ($72.00 per acre value)
Adequate available sulfur increases yield and quality. 200 lbs of N usually
required, especially in a hot year. If your field looks dark and spindly (like
cold water rice) utilize more S. (60 lbs.) Rice uses less sulfur than any of
these crops. Why grow any of these crops without sulfur?
CORN
235 Dry BPA on 150 Acres. Applying URAM by air burns the leaves.
This is good for it shows some N entering the plant through the
leaves. Cultivate and you have Foliar and root fertilization.
URAM increases nitrogen efficiency.
URAM decreases global warming by decreasing methane gas production and
increasing carbon dioxide utilization by crops. Crops produce more oxygen.

Never Apply N Without S…NEVER!!!
Inquire at your local fertilizer dealer.

www.farmranchdairy.com
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Farm Pond Water Quality Maintenance
By Jim A. Keeton, Fisheries Biologist

A

major challenge on the farmstead is maintaining a pond
for not only aesthetic appearance, but also a balanced
fishery and good water quality. Many ponds are plagued
with poor water quality that can result in major algae blooms, fish
kills and poor water transparency. Poor water quality is the root
of all evil concerning ornamental ponds, resulting in low oxygen;
excessive algae and weed growth and not so nice looking water.
Many of us wonder what are the causes of such conditions and
how we can correct them. Most biologists know that excessive
nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus are the culprits of
poor water quality. Even small amounts of these nutrients in
water can make a major difference between a clean pond and
an unsightly pond.
NUTRIENTS
Sources of nutrient entering a pond come from a variety of
sources that we call non-point source pollution because it is
hard to identify all sources in particular pond water shed. In
agricultural areas, run-off from fields, corrals, barns etc. can
contribute large amounts of phosphorus and nitrogen if your
pond is down stream. Even wells can be a major contributor
to algae growth if they are loaded with nutrients. Many people
assume if the water from a well is clear and cold, then it must
be good when if fact, testing many times reveals high levels of
phosphorus and even nitrogen.

MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES
The key to a successful farm pond management and a beautiful pond are maintaining water quality through a variety of
options. The best management approach is solutions that are
biological and mechanical, without the use of chemicals. In
many cases we cannot controls sources of nutrient entering a
pond, so in-pond methods can be used to reduce nutrients and
maintain good water quality and clarity.

These methods include:
Subsurface aeration, consisting of fine bubble diffusers to increase oxygen, freshening water, reducing nutrients and creating a better aquatic habitat for beneficial organisms to return
to the pond. Subsurface aeration is the best as these aerators
can circulate large volumes of water from the bottom up with
low power consumption when compared to fountains. There
are even solar powered aerators for lake and ponds that are as
good as an electric unit, with no power costs “ever”, but will
cost more up front.

Beneficial microbial additions, a new technology that is very
effective and a very promising aquatic management tool. Microbes can effectively reduce nutrients to low levels, digest bottom sludge and reduce all forms of nitrogen. Various beneficial
microbes are now available for different functions, depending
upon pond conditions.
Artificial substrates can be added for ponds that are very eutrophic (heavy nutrient levels), to grow beneficial organisms
and absorb nutrients maintaining clear water.
To summarize call a professional biologist that can assess your
ponds state of health and make recommendations based upon
sound science. In the next article we will expand on aeration, biological management procedures and fishery management. e
10 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy
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Thoughts on Dryland Range Improvement
By: Russell Holzhäuser, Wind River Seed

J

ust the other morning I overheard a crop manager talking
to someone in the office about crops and costs. At one
point he mentioned alfalfa longevity and replanting costs.
I thought to myself, that wouldn’t be an issue with Falcata alfalfa. I went out and visited with him a bit about trying some
Falcata. We talked qualities and price and he seemed interested
when he left. It’s still January; we’ll see.
I went back to my office where I was trying to come up with
a requested article from Wind River Seed for this publication.
Duh, big red truck. Let me visit with you a bit about Falcata
and see if I can get you a little interested too.

The story has almost become a rural legend around here.
Back in the early years of the 20th century a South Dakota
University agronomist, N.E. Hansen, brought some seed back
from Siberia up around the Arctic Circle. (Remember this,
there’ll be a test.) Around 1915 he brought a small package to
a rancher named Gehriki and suggested he try planting it. This
was up around Lodgepole in Northwest South Dakota; east of
the Standing Rock Indian Reservation.
Bud Smith currently ranches there and Gehriki was his great
uncle. The seed from the agronomist that was planted in 1915
was Falcata or yellow flowered alfalfa and that stand has spread
in all directions and was still there in 2003. I haven’t seen it but
it might still be there today. Can you say that about any other
alfalfa stands?
Here are some talking points to consider:
• Alfalfa persistence in the Northern Great Plains requires
good winterhardiness. - That original Falcata seed was collected in Siberia near the Arctic Circle. (See I told you there’d be a
test.) It has shown superior survival in very cold places.
• In case you haven’t heard, drought tolerance is getting to be
more of a plus these years. - Falcata alfalfa or Medicago falcata
has a fibrous spreading root system more like prairie grasses
unlike the taproot commonly found in Medicago sativa, the
purple flowered alfalfa species. This allows yellow flowered
alfalfa to compete more successfully with other prairie species
for the water from those short afternoon rain dumps that characterize our summer moisture.
• Besides persistence, bloat is another concern with grazing
alfalfa. - Bud Smith reports that he’s never had a bloat problem
in his rotational grazing. There is some research out of Canada
that suggests a reason for this. One study identified a protein
group in falcata that may play a role in decreased bloat potential. Hear me when I say that the jury isn’t in on this point so
www.farmranchdairy.com

I don’t want to hear folks quoting me saying that Falcata is a
bloat-free alfalfa. It isn’t.
• There are a lot of alfalfa varieties out there. How does Falcata
stack up to the rest? - The ideal place to plant Falcata is into
established dry grassy rangelands. Assessments of the successful introduction of Falcata on these sites have shown increase in
associated forage production, rough protein percentage as well
as increased nitrogen and carbon levels. Most of you are familiar
with some of Falcata’s cousins. Most all of the “dryland” alfalfa
types have some Falcata in them. These include Ranger, Vernal,
Drylander, Rangelander, Travois, Ladak and Spredor types. The
broad-crowned creeping rooted habit and many branched fine
leaved character of the plants lend themselves well to grazing.
• How about the cost? - Back in 2003 seed stock totaled between 20 and 40 pounds and a pound ran around $30.00. I
am happy to say that in January 2008 supplies are much better
and pricing is very competitive with other public varieties. It
may take longer to firmly establish but, given a longevity of 20
years or more and observations of root tillering at about 2 feet
from the parent, I’d have to say its worth having a look at the
yellow flowered alfalfa.
Final thought - If you are already using dryland varieties
or if you have dryland range that’s looking a little tired and
peaked, you owe it to yourself to give Falcata a try.
e
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equipment
North Central Steel Co.

N

orth Central Steel Co. has a
complete line of Pro-Tec Sioux
Hoop buildings manufactured
by Sioux Steel Co., Sioux Falls, SD.
These buildings are erected on a pony
wall, or a row of posts. This is more economical than a concrete foundation and is
easier to install. The spacing of the posts
vary from 5 to 6 feet on the single arch
to 10 feet on the trussed arch. All posts
are concrete in the ground. The length of
the posts can vary to increase the height
of the sidewall or peak of the building.

Width of the single arch building is 24,
30 and 36 feet. The trussed arches are 42,
56, 64 and 70. Maximum length of a one
piece cover is 130 feet. The covers come
in a variety of colors, and are warrantied
on a pro rated basis for 15 years. The single arch is warrantied up to 70 mph. wind
speed and the trussed arch is warrantied
to 80 mph wind speed. The ends can
remain open or we offer solid endwall
covers or frames with covers for doors
up to 18 feet wide, or you can install of
your own choosing. Pro-Tec Buildings

are very popular because they are very
versatile. They are great for livestock
because they are cooler in summer because the heat does not come in through
the roof like a metal building and it does
not sweat in the winter. Hay storage is a
popular use as there is good ventilation.
And if it’s not full of hay there is a lot
of room to store machinery out of the
weather. There are many reasons to install a Pro-Tec Building on your farm. It’s
versatile, it looks good, it will make you
money, and it is AFFORDABLE.
e

Missouri Hay Tarps • We Gotcha Covered

M

issouri Hay Tarps has been
protecting and covering
round and square bales
across the US since 1996. The company’s founder Earl Miller is responsible
for many US patents but it’s his unique
“Stake and Wind Lockdown” system
that has put Missouri Hay Tarps on the
map. Grommets are spaced every 12
inches. Combined with the patent locking stake and webbing, when installed
properly, this engineered hay covering
system is virtually indestructible and is
advertised to have 300% more holding
power than the competition.
In addition to the unique lockdown system, the tarp boasts a rip-stop fabric that

SIZE
12 x 50
14 x 50
16 x 36
16 x 50
18 x 48
24 x 48
25 x 54
30 x 40
30 x 60
30 x 75
40 x 60

RETAIL
$161.00
$220.00
$140.00
$256.00
$267.00
$352.00
$431.00
$373.00
$552.00
$707.00
$726.00

12 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

is rope and fiber reinforced, waterproof,
shrink-proof and is among the heaviest
hay tarps sold. Tarps are white in color
and come treated with a special coating,

both are critical components in combating the sun’s damaging UV Rays. Tarps
are offered in 27 different sizes guaran-

teed to cover just about any hay configuration you can dream up.
The founder Earl Miller passed away
in 2004 and the company is now owned
and operated by Owensville, Missouri,
residents Bruce Paneitz and Randy
Blaske. The two partners are committed to continuing the business under the
principles of which it was built, offering
a quality product at a reasonable price,
backed by exceptional service.
Order today and see for yourself why Missouri Hay Tarps has “Gotcha Covered”.
Call 800-514-0258 or visit them online
at www.MoHayTarps.com to place an
order or learn more about these tarps. All
major credit cards are accepted.
e

WHOLESALE
$109.00
$145.00
$99.00
$169.00
$175.00
$229.00
$283.00
$245.00
$365.00
$459.00
$485.00

Rocky Mountain/Heartland
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Adapters For Self-Propelled
Forage Harvesters

W

We Stock Adapters To Use
Ear Corn Snapper Heads On
Self-Propelled Forage
Harvesters.
Our Adapters Allow You To
Use Your Favorite Corn Head
On Your Self- Propelled
Forage Harvester.

Lindquist, Inc.
Giltner, Nebraska
402-849-2264
Fax: 402-849-2600
email: lindquist@hamilton.net
See Our Website:
www.lindquistinconline.com

LINDQUIST

YOUR SOLUTION FABRICATOR
• Class Forage Harvesters
• JD 5000-7000 Series Forage Harvesters
• NH 1900-2100 Series Forage Harvesters
• NH FX Series Forage Harvesters

• 1-877-424-5634 (1-877-4BILMFG)
www.farmranchdairy.com
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C&R Supply, Inc. • Birth Of A Sprayer

A

fter carefully listening to customers who were disappointed
with the performance or lack
of features in ATV sprayers available,
C&R Supply set out to design a series of
sprayer to meet their needs.
“Instead of taking an off the shelf tank
and attaching features, we needed to get
all the input we could from customers
and ATV manufacturers”, said product
manager Dusty Miller. “With a good vision of what features and options were
required, it became obvious that a completely new tank design was needed”.
The EZ ATV Sprayer was designed
with the operator in mind for ease of operation and functional ability and safety.
With the sleek design brings the weight
forward and more to a center of gravity for better machine balance. Allowing the legs of the tank to wrap around
the fenders of the ATV gives the sprayer
dual sumps to give maximum drainage and the ability to run on side hills

without losing its prime. The pump,
strainer, and main shut-off are mounted
underneath the tank in a protected cavity, which also serves as a dual slosh
baffle. The top of the tank is designed
with a fill catch area to prevent chemical
from getting on the operator. The EZ is
fitted with a 4 gpm Shurflo Pump and
a quality Tee-Jet trigger style handgun
in the convenient control panel at your
side. All brackets and boomless nozzle
or boom accessories are attached to the
tank for quick and easy mounting. The
EZ ATV Sprayer has several different
options and accessories to meet your requirements and needs.
C&R Supply, Inc. is a distributor and
manufacturer of agricultural and roadside spray equipment located in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota. For over 25 years,
C&R Supply, Inc. has been a leader in
the distribution and servicing of many
quality products from Raven Industries,
Spraying Systems, Banjo, and more.

Spray 30 feet wide with no boom
They also lead the way in designing and
manufacturing new and advanced products such as their C&R Foam Marker,
Spot Sprayer, and the EZ ATV Sprayer
featured in this ad. C&R is a provider
for precision ag products such as GPS
guidance systems, variable rate controllers, mapping, steering assist systems,
and chemical injection units. C&R
prides themselves on the knowledge
and experience that is required to keep
up with today’s technology.
e

FARM EQUIPMENT
OPERATORS

Cell phones won’t do you any good
in a noisy diesel...

Two-Way Radios WILL!
Fifteen miles of
loud, clear range
and NO airtime
charges.

MOBILES &
PORTABLES
UNDER$300
Call today for more information:

2213 E. 45th St. • Indianapolis, IN 46205

800-332-3268
www.commx2way.com
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Meyer’s
Equipment
Mfg. Corp.

T

he future of agricultural technology takes a large step forward
with the arrival of the revolutionary Meyer’s VB750 & VB560 Twin
Twister Manure Spreader. The Twin
Twister’s unique vertical beater design
creates a wider, more even spread pattern. You’ll make fewer trips to the
same field resulting in less soil compaction while saving you in time and
money!
With over 40 years of experience
in the design and development of the
Meyer's product manure spreaders,
Meyer's Equipment Manufacturing
Corporation has the answer for your
manure handling needs.

Meyer's EMCs extensive product line
of Meyer's Heavy-Duty Spreaders are
more than machinery. The Meyer's big
load carrying capacity manure spreaders
provide a more efficient use of your time
and a better return on your equipment
investment. They are an investment in
the future of your business. At Meyer's
Equipment Manufacturing Corp., we are
committed to building a quality product
at a fair price. Our Manure Spreaders are
not massed produced. When you purchase a Meyer's Box Spreader you can
expect quality and dependability!
e
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7 Way RV, Camper, and
Trailer Towing Electrical
Connector Made Easy!

P

Handcrafted and Hand
Made in the U.S.A.
Manufactured in
Cherokee, OK

Find at your local Coop or farm store

ro Plug developer, Karl Wagner, has connected and serviced his share of trailer plugs
over the years and became increasingly frustrated with the difficulty of
connecting wires to them, which is inherent to their designs. In addition, he
noticed the mounting requirements for
the towing vehicle plug have changed
very little over time, not keeping up
with new applications.

877-596-3101

www.fencemasteramerica.com

Works Great
In Wheat, Beans
& Rice

Stop Slugging
Run Your Reel Higher
Reduce Shatter

Make your old head perform like a
new one with our low cost, add-on,
full-finger invention
Number Needed Per Auger:
• 30’ takes 10 Grabbers
• 25’ takes 8 Grabbers
• 20’ takes 6 Grabbers
(Drill Bit & Bolts Included)

REITZEL BROS. LTD.
(419) 272-2680
ORDER ONLINE!

EDON, OHIO • Fax (419) 272-7005

www.graingrabbers.com
farming@reitzels.com
FARMER TESTIMONIES ONLINE
16 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

Currently, you either drill a big hole
in the vehicle for the plug to mount
into or hang it from a bracket that has
the big hole in it, often placing the
plug in a vulnerable location. Both
of these options require considerable
depth behind the mounting plane for
the connector housing to protrude and
for the routing of the wiring into the
connector housing.
After owning a plethora of vehicles that
needed trailer connectors for which the
above mounting options did not work,
he went to work on designing a connector system that would side-step convention with a focus on simplifying the
installation and service aspects over current products. The result is Pro Plug, an
easy to wire, easy to install, self-testing,
surface mount 7 way RV electrical connector that makes it possible to install a
connector where it couldn't before.
The connector system can be inRocky Mountain/Heartland

stalled rapidly and in most cases
without drilling holes in the vehicle’s
mounting surface. High quality wire
terminals are easily accessed for initial installation or service and connecting to them can be performed
after the connector system has been
mounted to the vehicle by simply removing a cover. Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs), are incorporated into
the connector system to provide visual indication of the electrical signals
from the towing vehicle. An optional
mounting bracket is available for connector system installations not suited
for surface mounting.

Pro Plug works great inside pickup
beds for campers and 5th wheels as
it can be mounted high on the inside
of the bed wall protected under the
top bed rail. It also works great as a
replacement connector on the mid
90s GM pickups, Suburbans, Yukons
and Tahoes with the factory receiver
hitch that leaves little room to install
a plug, on motor homes and trailers on
the rear bumper where the sewer hose
is stored, many aftermarket receiver
hitches with a flat tube cross bar, and
the list goes on.
For more information, go to
their website at www.RVProPlug.
com. (Pro Plug is made in USA,
Patent No. 7,491,065.)
e
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RENCO CORPORATION • PREG-TONE®

A

Fast, Safe, and Accurate Ultrasonic Pregnancy Tester
for Hogs, Sheep, Alpacas,
Llamas and more.
No lights to watch! No buttons to
push!
Ultrasonic Pregnancy detection with
the RENCO PREG-TONE is now a
proven and accepted herd management
technique. Among the numerous benefits are the following:
• Identification of feed-wasting non
producers.
• Confirmation of pregnancy in
animals purchased or sold.
• Savings resulting from increase in
overall operating efficiency,
permitting more efficient use of
expensive farrowing installations.
The patented PREG-TONE uses high
frequency sound waves called ultrasound to detect amniotic fluid present
during pregnancy. When this fluid is
detected, the instrument produces a
loud continuous tone. When used on
an animal which is not pregnant, the instrument produces an intermittent tone.
The intermittent tone also indicates that

www.farmranchdairy.com

good skin contact is being made.
No guessing and no question. Clinically proven 100% accurate on normal sows, 97% accurate on ewes.
The RENCO PREG-TONE has been
tested against other ultrasound instruments by leading universities throughout the world. Their studies show the
PREG-TONE as the superior instrument
in both accuracy and ease of use (studies
available upon request).
Testing may begin as early as 18 days
with swine (large litters, 11-12 piglets).
Open sows can be diagnosed as early as
30 days. Normal testing time in sows
and gilts is 30-73 days.
Pregnancy testing in ewes can begin as
early as 30 days, with positive diagnosis
made by 45 days. Normal testing time
in ewes is 30-120 days. Testing on large
New Zealand White rabbits can begin at
10 days.
Loud, easy to hear tones.
During testing, no lights are used, no
buttons are pushed, thus attention is not
diverted from the animal. A short intermittent tone indicates good contact,
while a loud continuous tone indicates

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

pregnancy. Since the PREG-TONE
uses only loud easy to hear tones to indicate both pregnancy and non pregnancy,
it can be clipped on the belt or kept in
a pocket. The PREG-TONE does not
need to be seen or held during testing.
Rechargeable
NiMH
batteries
(NEW). Low battery indication.
Specially chosen by Renco Corporation
to assure long life, the battery pack will last
for years and give many hours of testing
on one overnight charge. Renco’s own
unique circuitry causes the PREG-TONE
to turn itself off when the battery needs
recharging, assuring the user against erroneous readings due to insufficient power.  
Battery charger is included.
Rugged all-metal construction...
Small enough to slip in your pocket.
All-metal construction guarantees
against interference by radio waves in
the atmosphere, a major accuracy problem with some ultrasound instruments.
Constructed of heavy gauge aluminum for ruggedness and ease of cleaning, the RENCO PREG-TONE is still
lightweight and small enough to slip in
your pocket. Contact us today!
e
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beef-dairy

Van Beek Nutrition

High Quality Mineral for Dairy & Beef Producers

V

an Beek Nutrition, Inc. was established in 1997 in
Twin Falls, Idaho. Their mineral mill was completed
in 2000 and produces custom blended mixes and premixes for the dairy and beef industries. The mill is capable
of producing 24 tons of bulk products per hour. The mineral
can also be bagged in 1-ton totes and 50-lb. bags for smaller
batches.
Every farm and every group of cattle require different minerals and vitamins to balance their ration. Van Beek Nutrition
custom mineral is designed to meet the specific needs for your
farm. The company’s stated mission is to “enhance herd health
and production through nutrition by providing high quality premixes, custom mineral blends and technical advice with attention to the specific needs” of their clients. Each product of the
company is custom formulated to specific animal requirements
by the company nutritionists and veterinarians.

They use the highest quality ingredients to create custom
mineral blends for dairy or beef operations. The formula
is adapted to specific animal nutritional requirements by
the dairy’s nutritional consultant or by their own in-house
nutritionist/D.V.N. Their custom blends are formulated to increase production and boost feed conversion. A well-bred animal should be a well-fed animal. Breeding determines what
an animal can do. Feeding and management determine what
an animal will do.
Van Beek Nutrition offers custom trace minerals, vitamin
blends, specialized formulas, base mixes, vitamin trace minerals, and water soluble vitamins. If your needs also include allnatural health care products for your livestock, check out their
sister company, Van Beek Scientific.
Today’s successful livestock producers get the most out of
their animals, and it takes a resourceful consultant with the expertise and programs to put it all together. Van Beek Nutrition’s
nutritional consultants are committed to the goals of maximum
milk production, optimum herd health and increased profitability for their clients. Their partnership (Dairyman/Consultant)
approach utilizes nutrition and management programs based
upon observation of performance, and their satisfaction comes
from achieving the goals of their partners - the American dairymen.
For more information, visit their website at
www.VanBeekNutrition.com.
e

COW-munication
We listen to your cows...

BOB’S DAIRY
SUPPLY, INC.
700 E. CENTER AVE.
DORCHESTER, WI 54425
715-654-5252
888-262-7060

Germania Dairy Automation, A Division of DeLaval Inc.
606 Cooper Road, Waunakee, WI 53597
Telephone 800-664-6332 Fax 608-849-8570
germaniadairy.com
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COW-munication is the art of providing herd
management data of unsurpassed integrity within
a parlor environment. It affords amazing operator
efficiencies and unequaled consideration toward the
well being of the cow.
Germania Milking Parlors With
Germania’s Herd Management System -The Ultimate Combination in Milking Parlors!
Learn first hand what our system can do for you.
Join us on one of our Productivity Tours.
For details, call your dealer or call Germania at:
1-800-664-6332

www.farmranchdairy.com

Muddy Creek Ranch
Lowline Cattle

You can tell a lot about a
cattleman by his cattle. And
Purina® Accuration® feed with
Intake Modifying TechnologyTM gives cattle that uniform,
muscular look cattlemen want.
That’s because it supplements
your cattle’s diet, maximizes
forage utilization and controls
what they eat based on forage quality and cattle needs.
It also reduces labor and saves time, helps cattle perform to their
highest genetic potential, and boosts your total net return.
Available in Accuration Cattle Limiter, Accuration Sup-R-Lix®,
Accuration Sup-R-Block®, and Accuration Impact® Starter.
Talk to your Purina feed dealer to day, call 1-800-227-8941 or
visit cattlenutrition.com.

Building better cattle.

Embryos • Semen
Cattle For Sale

IOWA

To contact us call:

406-578-9224

163 Muddy Creek Rd. • P.O. Box 148
Wilsall, Montana 59086
E-mail: RToma422@aol.com
Website:

www.muddycreekranchlowlines.com
Images copyright Tom Fiddaman and Sarah Rittmeyer. All rights reserved.
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Cantril Feed & Grain
610 W. North St. • Cantril, IA • (319) 397-2215
Horse & Hound Country Store
3620 Flint Ridge Dr. • Burlington, IA • (319) 725-6611
Sperry Union Store Inc.
11721 Locust St. • Sperry, IA • (800) 728-2169
Three Rivers Consulting & Nutrition
217 Northside Rd. • Earlville, IA • (563) 923-2315

SOuth DAkOtA

Eagle Butte Co-Op
S. Main & Railroad • Eagle Butte, SD • (605) 964-2225
Faulkton Grain & Feed
606 8th Ave. S. • Faulkton, SD • (605) 598-6601
Sioux Nation
504 N. Deadwood • Fort Pierre, SD • (605) 223-3101 • (800) 658-3657
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Gabel Belting, Inc.

W

ith his 30 years of experience, Bob Gabel has perfected a method to reclaim used rubber conveyor
belt from the mining industry. This rubber belting
is made by using the highest quality rubber and bonding it to
steel cables which run laterally through the belt. This process

produces a product which is very unique for providing rubber
flooring in dairy and horse operations. Rubber flooring greatly
reduces concrete stress related to problems occurring in the

legs and feet of cows confined to free stall dairy facilities.
The steel cables keep the rubber from stretching and buckling caused by constant livestock traffic and skidsteer scraper
machines. The belt stays in place and will last indefinitely as
compared to the shorter life of some new manufactured rubber products available today, Unlike these newer manufactured
products, the steel cabled rubber belting has a much greater
toughness This provides for a solid rubber floor effect that is a
safe, popular alternative to concrete in the industry.
Once the belt is reclaimed from the mine, it is shipped to their
processing yard in Chaffee, NY. With machines developed by
Bob Gabel in Chaffee, the belts are processed and prepared.
The belts are passed through a grooving machine which highly
improved the footing for your animals once it is installed in
the typically wet environment of free stall operations. The belt
is ready for a custom made fit once it arrives at the farm for a
custom fit in the feeder alleys and milk holding area.
Each belt is processed and prepared for a custom made fit and
shipped to the farm ready for installation. Gabel Belting, Inc.,
with their professionally trained crew personally install your
belt to their satisfaction and yours.
For more information contact: Tim Gabel (Owner) at: Phone:
716-496-6025, Fax: 716-496-2006 or write: Gabel Belting, Inc.,
Route 16, Olean Road, Chaffee, NY 14030
e

ARE YOUR COWS HAVING FOOT
TROUBLE?
(TOO MUCH CONCRETE!!!)
New Cross
Groove Pattern
Increases Traction
10 Year Guarantee
• We have heavy 3/4” thick rubber 5’ & 6’ wide up to 500’
lengths for feed aisle. • Grooved Rubber. • Parlor ramps, ect.
• Good for heavily traveled areas.
Call for info and references.

Doing Business for over 30 Years
Rt. 16 • Chaffee, NY 14030
Call 716-496-6025 • 716-440-2879 • Fax: 716-496-2006
www.gabelbelting.com • gabeltimothy@yahoo.com
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goat-sheep

Schafer Farms

I

t is not always easy to raise goats in West Texas. The pastures are often sparce, with an annual rainfall of 13 inches.
Schafer Farms runs an average herd of 400 goats on their
160 acre farm and about 900 acres of native pasture. This is accomplished through a rotational grazing system using drip irrigation and conservative use of pasture. The drip irrigation
conserves water because it is installed 15-18 inches beneath the
ground and feeds the root system of the plants. Schafer Farms
plants a mixture of beardless wheat and oats in the fall of the
year which provides excellent grazing for recip does and their

new offspring. This small grain crop lasts until the Texas weather
heats up usually in May. At that time, the does go back to native
pasture. The farm also has a permanent grass on some of the sections of drip irrigation, which can be grazed year-round, but goes
somewhat dormant in the winter. However, goats like dry grass,
and seem to do quite well on it. The rest of the rotational sections
are utilized with hybrid sorghum, which is usually baled in the
summer, and then grazed after the last cutting until well into the
first frost of the winter. It provides dry matter for the goats, but
has to be supplemented with molasses tubs in the winter. However, it is not uncommon to harvest 90 round bales of hay from
12 acres of drip irrigation, with fertilizer being put right through
the irrigation system. These bales are put back for feed for the
winter months. With any help from Mother Nature in the form of
rainfall, there can be up to 3 cuttings for hay.
Schafer Farms, Hugh and Ann Schafer, are pioneers in the development of the boer goat. They were members of a syndicate that
imported some of the first boer goats to the United States. They are
dedicated to promoting the breed for showing, breeding, and commercial use. Each year is a challenge to produce better livestock
than the previous year. Their goal is to produce the best stock for
their use and for their customers, and to stand behind what they
sell. They have sold to 25 states and 6 foreign countries.
Schafer Farms will be bringing their top-line genetics to buyers from West Texas to California to the Midwest this year. In
order to provide these animals, they use embryo transfer and
artificial insemination, as well as natural breeding.
www.farmranchdairy.com

Schafer Farms has produced a National Reserve Champion
Buck in 1998, and a National Reserve Champion Doe in 2003.
They have also sold many champions. In the last few years, the
wether competition for 4-H and FFA has become phenomenal,
and Schafer Farms is dedicated to producing some of the best
wethers in Texas. In 2006, they produced the Grand Champion
Wether at The Arizona National Livestock Show in Phoenix, Az.
Schafer Farms’ schedule for 2009 includes the following:
• California Gold Rush Sale on April 25, 2009, in Oakdale, Ca.
which is a production sale (breeding stock).
• We will have our wether sale at the farm on June 1, 2009, at
7:00 PM.
• June 6, 2009, we will be in Goldthwaite, Texas, for the Lone
Star Elite Wether Sale, at 1:00 PM.
• Private Treaty wether sales will begin on June 7th, at Schafer
Farms.
• All wethers sold by Schafer Farms will be eligible for the
Lone Star Elite Jackpot held annually at Snyder, Tx. on November 21, 2009.
Remember, no one is a stranger at Schafer Farms where
“A handshake is as good as a contract”.
e

schafer farms
Fullblood Boer, Breeding Stock,
Show Wethers, Percentage Does
• California Gold Rush Sale on April 25, 2009, in
Oakdale, Ca. which is a production sale (breeding stock).
• We will have our wether sale at the farm on June 1,
2009, at 7:00 PM.
• June 6, 2009, we will be in Goldthwaite, Texas,
for the Lone Star Elite Wether Sale, at 1:00 PM.
• Private Treaty wether sales will begin on June 7th,
at Schafer Farms.
• All wethers sold by Schafer Farms will be eligible for the
Lone Star Elite Jackpot held annually at Snyder, Tx. on
November 21, 2009.

norvella@crcom.net

2801 Ranch Rd 33 • Big Spring, TX 79720
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Hugh & Ann Schafer

432-354-2433

www.schaferfarms.net
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marketplace
agriculture
Black’s Concrete Grooving
& Hoof Trimming

35 Year Experience Grooving Concrete
Donald Black can help you solve 2 major problems
that decrease production.
Slippery Concrete & Irregular Hooves
Call: (800) 513-2799
www.blacksconcretegrooving.ohioagriculture4u.com

YoUr BUsINess here
The markeTplace works!
Call 1-800-330-3482 to get the
marketplace working for your business.

TIRE TOWN INC.
800/70R38 factory irregular....$2000
14.9R46 tread 80% 5*..............$325
710/70R38 80%.......................$750
710/70R42 80%.......................$850
520/85R46 irregular...............$1500
480/80R50 100% tread..........$1200
18.4-30 irregulars.....................$350
600/70R30 full tread.................$850
28LR26 diamond full tread.......$850
420/8046 90% tread.................$400
21.5L16.1 bar tread 8p.............$450
600/65R28 irregulars 100%.....$925
31/1350-15 rib............................$90
184-38 New First Line..............$612
Nationwide Shipping • Special Prices New &
Used • All Sizes - Major Brands • We Deal!

800-444-7209 • 800-451-9864

northern seeD, LLC

2681 Christensen School Rd.
Conrad, MT 59425
East Conrad - 406-627-2327
Conrad - 406-278-9189
Shelby - 406-434-5000

Self-Propelled Forage

beef–dairy
Dairy realty

16 S. Madison • Evansville, WI 53536
(608) 290-6790
www.dairyrealty.com
Bringing dairy buyers and sellers together.

Harvesters: John Deere & Claas

PARTS
Parts

903-585-3540 • 405-401-3235

Wellert’s A.C. Parts

email: info@redwatermachinery.com

NEW LIFE MINERALS
100 % NATURAL ~ HIGHLY USABLE
FOR ALL DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK
NATURALLY BALANCES pH
Eliminates need for pour on

BETTER GAINS IN PASTURE

Prevents most herd health problems
Reduces somatic cell counts
Excellent results in controlling foot rot & pink eye!

Specializing in Allis-Chalmers
We buy A.C. Tractors
Parts Locating Service and Repair
8922 Matty Rd. • West Salem, OH 44287

Toll Free: 888-852-4601
330-262-6991 • Fax: 330-264-6991
www.wellertsacparts.com

equipment
5 models to
choose from.

40 YEARS OF BUSINESS

Phone/Fax (406) 428-2474

Canadian callers (403) 223-2722
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

Tarps for all sizes of Bales
All Types hay moisture testers
R
Preservatives for hay
Spring Creek Ag Products

800-432-5672
“ Delivery Available”

Colorado Hay Probe
Popular “Push In” Design
Model 2001-See website for pricing

www.udyone.com
UDY Corporation

201 Rome Court, • Fort Collins, CO 80524
Voice: 970.482.2060 • Fax: 970.482.2067
For Sale: Run your
car, diesel motor,
tractor on water, (hydrogen).
We now offer in
stock, ready for immediate
delivery,
hydrogen
producing generators and
mounting bracket for
$120 total. S/H Included. Ship in USA
only.
Don Stratton, PO
Box 876, Gibsonton,
FL 33534.
813-477-5460. (FL)
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ADVERTISER

FASTRACK®
Conklin’s Fastrack® Microbials (Natural Way)
• Used by top breeders & livestock producers worldwide
• Provides lactic acid-producing bacteria
• Promotes healthy digestive systems
• Contains lives yeast, enzymes, & dried chicory root
• For animals, all ages & species
Consultant: Francis & Sheila Taphorn
Mobile (785) 562-8476
(785) 799-3524 (800) 362-8612
Marysville, KS
ftaphorn@bluevalley.net
www.frtco.com

Seed Inc.
Sunray, Texas

WHOLESALE-RETAIL SEED
Ribbon Grazer, Sorogo-Sudan Grass, Forage Sorghum, Early Sumac
Oats - Coronado, Jerry
Big Crop Brand Milo Seed
Early Medium, Medium Early, & Medium
Bred For Drought Resistance
G-15 Alfalfa Seed, Triumph Sunflower Seed, Triumph Corn Seed

Call us. You will like the price!

1-800-687-2891 1-806-948-4642

agriculture
Discounts Available
STEEL COLUMN &
RAFTER BUILDINGS
Wood framed at lower cost.
www.strat-o-span.com
Strat-O-Span Bldgs. Inc.
7980 Old Hwy. 50
Breese, IL 62230

24x30
30x40
40x60

$5775
$8270
$13469

24x40
36x50
45x80

24x24
$4990 24x40
$7470
30x40
$9483 30x50
$10848
40x60
$16634 45x80
$22511
$39995
Woodland, CA 50x100 $28640 60x120
$63075
Longmont, CO 70x125 $46686 80x150
Independence, MO
hundreds of other sizes!

Toll Free 800-851-4550
fax 618-526-2584

Houston, TX
Temple, TX
Rogers, MN

$6942
$10929
$19066

Leone Redi-Mix Sand & Gravel
SRG’s Landscaping Supply

2450 E. Main St.
Trinidad, CO 81082

(719) 846-9349
www.farmranchdairy.com
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