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agriculture

The VARMITgeTTeR™, a clever 
gas operated pest control sys-
tem, is a device for controlling 

the populations of burrowing rodents, 
such as gophers, ground squirrels, moles 
and even badgers, thus greatly reducing 
the damage they cause to crops, irriga-
tion systems, and landscaping. It is de-
signed for efficiency on large acreages.
VARMITgeTTeR™ can’t build them 

fast enough. Business is really “boom-
ing.” In fact, it’s best to order before 
their spring rush begins.
Farmers, ranchers, and dairymen are 

eager to watch demonstrations of the 
VARMITgeTTeR™ destroy pesky var-
mints on their properties. VARMITgeT-
TeR™ currently has distributors across 
the U.S. and Canada and it continues 
selling well internationally to folks in all 
facets of agriculture and land use.
The VARMITgeTTeR™ operates by 

forcing a controlled ratio of propane and 
oxygen into the pests’ burrows. With one 
push of the ignition switch, the resultant 
blast destroys all the rodents plus their 
tunnel system. As an added safety mea-
sure, an electric cutout switch prevents 
ignition while gas is being discharged. 
A high voltage converter, situated in the 
applicator, keeps the ignition spark away 
from the operator at the control box. For 
added safety, the entire unit is equipped 

with no less than three flash back arres-
tor check valves to eliminate any chance 
of fire traveling up the gas lines.
“Our device is designed to be back-

filled in tunnel systems/burrows, con-
taining the concussion, and controlling 
the noise level,” VARMITgeTTeR™ ex-
plains, “making this device very cost ef-
fective to operate. If you hear a ‘bang,’ 
your losing 75%, or more, of your con-
cussion kill. Because this method kills 
instantly by concussion, it is more hu-
mane than poisons or traps, for just pen-

nies a shot.”
What this means to the consumer is the 

VARMITgeTTeR™ is more economical, 
in addition to being more effective. Priced 
$700 less than the competition, buy-
ers are getting a lot more bang for their 
buck, so to speak. VARMITgeTTeR™’s 
improved design is likewise more eco-
nomical on bottled oxygen use. Each 

Got Rodent-Rage?
blast requires less oxygen to support the 
combustion of the propane.
On VARMITgeTTeR™‘s website (www.

varmitgetter.com), they list 21 advan-
tages of their product over competitors’ 
hand-held models. Most notably, per-
haps, is the improved design that allows 
remote detonation (as much as 25-feet 
from the burrow). Operators are no lon-
ger subjected to what they call “ground 
zero fragmentation blasts.” Addition-
ally, the superior design of the VAR-
MITgeTTeR™ eliminates dust-covered 
clothes and allows the owner to view its 
effectiveness from a safe distance. 
The improved design is more easily 

portable, providing a more consistent 
gas mix to increase effectiveness, and 
it gets gas into the burrow much faster 
for improved results. In fact, these im-
provements allow VARMITgeTTeR™ to 
confidently claim they’re able to destroy 
100 feet of varmint tunnel in one blast 
and they’ve taken out 130-150 feet in a 
single ignition.
To learn more about the multiple 

VARMITgeTTeR™ advantages or to 
see actual online demonstration foot-
age, please visit the website at www.
varmitgetter.com. For inquiries or or-
ders, you may contact VARMITgeT-
TeR™ at their Payette, Idaho office: 
1.877.982.7648 (1-877-x varmit).         e



www.ritzfamilypublishing.com                       Heartland                     Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy • 7



8 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy                       Heartland                     www.ritzfamilypublishing.com

“There just isn’t enough we 
can say about the Super Edge 

Auger Flighting” Agrees Doug and 
L a u r a Egbers, owners of Egbers Flighting & 
Supply L.L.C. The Super Edge is created in the rolling process. 
This is a cold rolling process so the steel is not heat treated. 
“This lets the steel retain its strength.” States Doug. Because of 
how the flighting is made, the outside edge is thicker than your 
common market flighting or plain flighting as they call it. Super 
Edge Auger Flighting has approximately 50 thicker outside edge. 
It gives longer wear and longer life of the auger.
And Egbers knows their augers. Their repair and fabrication 

division has years of experience in re-flighting and balancing 
auger sections. “It just makes good sense to replace the auger 
flighting instead of buying a new auger section.” Confirms Doug, 
“New auger sections can be pricey and the Super Edge Auger 

Egbers on
Super Edge

Flighting is priced to sell.” Along with their repair’s Egbers offers 
a wide assortments of replacement parts and tubing. They have 
you basic inside tubing, pipe, rolled tube for grain cart unloading 
augers all the way up to 40 ft. lengths for transport augers. 
“We’ve always thought freight and shipping to our customers 
was a problem, we can ship pretty much all the replacement parts 
a customer needs from here.” States Laura “That way all your 
parts come from one location instead of several.”
New service for Egbers is their ability to balance combine 

rotors. “We’re always looking for new products and services 
for our customers. These rotors can be balanced at a fraction of 
what a new one costs,” Says Laura.
All in all Egbers supports a great team for sales and 

repairs. They’re your One-Stop-Shop for your replacement 
needs.  Call  them at  800-462-2588 or check them 
out on the web - www.eflighting.com.                 e
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CMH Industries, Inc. has intro-
duced a new fuel additive that 
increases fuel efficiency and 

lubricity, while decreasing toxic emis-
sions. The additive, CA-40, has been 
tested in both the laboratory and the 
field, and has shown a remarkable de-
crease in fuel consumption, in addition 
to its other benefits.
Unlike other additives, CA-40 is not a 

fuel conditioner. Calcium is one of the 
key ingredients in CA-40, and is kept 
in suspension in fuel via the blending 
process used in the creation of the ad-
ditive. When CA-40 is added to gaso-
line or diesel, the calcium bonds to the 
hydrocarbons, causing the fuel to burn 
more efficiently. The result is a longer, 
stronger push on the piston, causing an 
increase in horsepower.
Because of the lubricating qualites of cal-

cium, CA-40 has been shown in tests to 
increase the lubricity of gasoline by nearly 
200%, and the lubricity of ultra-low sulfur 
diesel by approximately 350%.
Emissions are reduced by CA-40 because 

more of the hydrocarbons are burned in 
the cylinder. Vehicles using CA-40 have 
been tested showing zero un-burnt hy-
drocarbons at the tailpipe. Emission tests 
have indicated a reduction of 15% CO2 
and nearly 50% Nitrogen Oxide in ve-
hicles using CA-40.
The vast majority of CA-40 users report 

a decrease in fuel consumption averaging 
10-15%. CA-40 has been tested in gaso-
line, diesel, bio diesel, and ethanol fuels. 
It is sold by the quart and by the gallon. 
One gallon of CA-40 treats roughly 2000 
gallons of fuel. CA-40 is produced at 
CMH Industries’ production facility lo-
cated in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota.

For information: http://www.ca40g.
com, Contact: information@ca40g.com 
Phone: 218-844-7729                   e

CMH Industries, Inc. Announces
New Fuel Additive

Increased Fuel Efficiency    Increased Fuel Lubricity
Decreased Harmful Emissions

CA-40 works in:
         Gasoline    Ethanol Based Fuels
              Diesel    Bio Diesel 

CA-40 reduces fuel 
consumption by 10-15%
CA-40 reduces fuel 
consumption by 10-15%
CA-40 reduces fuel 
consumption by 10-15%

The result isThe result is

Mix RatioMix Ratio

Ultra low sulfur 
  diesel lubricity 
  can increase 
  by 300%

Significantly Increases 
  low RPM Horsepower!

Mix 1 oz. CA-40 
to 15 gallons of fuel

     32 oz. - 1 QT
128 oz. - 1 Gal.

    1 QT treats 480 Gallons 
1 Gallon treats 1920 Gallons

CA-40’s patented blending process 
keeps Calcium, one of the key 
components of CA-40, in suspension. 
Calcium bonds with hydrocarbons in the fuel 
creating a more efficient burn. 

NOW AVAILABLE at A&I Products Dealers, 
or order online at: www.aiproducts-cp.com 
or call 1-888-USE-CA40
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Coverage A. Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability 
The insuring agreement obligates the insurer to pay those 

sums that the insured becomes “legally obligated” to pay as a 
result of “bodily injury” or “property damage” to which the in-
surance applies. Today, even small mishaps can result in large 
lawsuits. Liability insurance protects the assets of a business 
when it is sued for something it did or didn’t do which caused 
“bodily injury” or “property damage”. If operating as a sole 
proprietor, your personal assets and business assets are one 
in the same and even if operating as a corporation or LLC, 
this does not totally guarantee that your personal assets are not 
exposed in a suit. An important benefit stated in the insuring 
agreement is the insurance company’s duty to defend suite. 
Although not stated, in regards to allegations or suits that are 
groundless, false, or fraudulent, the reference to “Any Suits” 
in the policy form provides the benefit of legal defense against 
such suits as well as against valid ones. Also related to the in-
surer’s promise to defend any suit is the right of the insurer to 
investigate and settle claims. The peril faced is negligence. The 
hazard exits because of what you do as well as owning or leas-
ing of premises, sale of products, manufacturing products from 
raw materials., professional activities, and so forth. This is only 

a short summary and a review of your policy is recommended. 
There are also standard exclusions to the coverage as addressed 
in the policy form. 
Coverage B. Personal and Advertising Injury Liability 
“Personal Injury” means injury, other than “bodily injury”, 

arising out of: 
• False arrest, detention, and imprisonment 
• Malicious prosecution
• Wrongful entry or eviction 
• Libel or slander
• Oral or written publication of material that violates a per-

son’s right of privacy. 
Advertising Injury Liability means injury arising out of: 
• Oral or written publication that slanders or libels a person or 

organization or disparages a person’s or organization’s goods, 
products, or services. 
• Oral or written publication of material that violates a per-

son’s right of privacy. • Misappropriation of advertising ideas 
or style of doing business. 
• Infringement of copyright, title, or slogan. 
This is a only a short summary and a review your policy is 

recommended. There are also standard exclusions to the cover-
age as addressed in the policy form.
Coverage C. Medical Payments
Medical payments provides payment for medical expenses 

for bodily injury caused by an accident on premises owned or 
rented or because if you operations. Payment is made regard-
less of fault.
There are additional sections of the policy that are important 

that you should review including but bit limited to:
• Who is an Insured
• Limits of Insurance
• Conditions
• Supplement Payments
• Fire Damages
• Standard Exclusions
Important Information :
If a guide is an employee, he/she is by definition an insured 

in the commercial general liability (CGL) Form. If any guide 
is not an employee then by coverage form definitions sub-
contractor is not an insured. There are several options for a 
subcontracted guide to secure coverage. The purchase of a li-
ability policy would provide liability coverage regardless of 
subcontracting their services or guiding their own clients. The 
other option would be an employer purchasing their coverage 
by endorsement as an additional insured to their policy. Cover-
age though is only in place when guiding for that employer and 
not for guiding for other employers or guiding direct clients, 
A subcontractor guide should also receive from his employer 
“documentation” that he/she is an additional insured as sim-
ply an employer’s statement that “you’re covered” doesn’t 
necessarily “guarantee you’re covered”.                         e

Guides And Outfitters / Understanding 
Commercial General Liability
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The young sons that inspired Jerry Sims to build a toy 
cattle-doctoring chute, now help Sims design and build 
toys for others.

“It was the best babysitter ever,” Sims recalls about the chute 
he made out of wood for his sons. “The boys played with it 
every day.”
Sims raises beef cattle for a living, but on the side, he is The 

Happy Toy Maker of Happy, Texas. All his creations relate to 
handling cattle and horses. His toy corral and loading chute 
is large enough (128-in. perimeter) for small children to get 
inside to play. Corral panels are 8-in. tall and the adjustable 
loading chute is 14-in. tall. Made of 3/8-solid steel rod and spot 
welded, they are practically indestructible, and they can be eas-
ily moved on wooden wheels. 

“The loading chute can be personalized with names, brands 
and short messages,” Sims says. “We use a computerized plas-
ma torch to personalize each set to your needs.”
Sons Wyatt, 11, and Wesley, 13, set up the computer for the 

torch as well as help cut metal rods for the corrals. While the 
corrals are usually personalized with brands, some customers 
request messages such as “Love, from Grandma.” One proud 
grandpa custom ordered solid panels so he could include each 
grandchild and their birthdates.

Kids Can Climb In Toy Maker’s Corrals
The corral weighs 52 lbs. and costs $300 plus shipping. He 

also sells sets that come apart and can be purchased by the 
panel.
While some customers purchase corrals for display, most pur-

chase them for their children to play with.
“They’ll never tear them up, unless you run over them with 

the truck,” Sims says. “They’ll have them for their grandkids.
Check out Sims’ website to see his selection of other toys, 

which includes a round bale trailer that hauls 14 wood round 
bales and dumps, a straight deck cattle trailer, a Quonset barn, 
a $50 trailer that stores and hauls the panels for the corral and 
many more items.
“The boys are making a half-top trailer with a bullet nose,” 

Sims adds proudly.
Sims recently developed a 3- by 7-ft. riding arena complete 

with a roping box that opens with springs, bucking chutes and 
a return alley. The arena takes more material and time and is 
more expensive: Call Sims for current prices.
“I love making toys,” he adds. “I’ve lived in Happy for 44 

years. Everybody kids me about being the happy toy maker. 
I’m kind of like a big kid that never grew up.”
Jerry Sims, P.O. Box 548, Happy, Texas 79042; ph 806 433-

2123; thehappytoymaker@midplains.coop; www.thehappy-
toymaker.com                                                            e

Article courtesy: FARM SHOW
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Have you ever seen a wind 
turbine in motion? Watch-
ing the blades as they whisk 

through the air. The sound of a quiet 
whisper as the Jacobs’ machine pro-
duces alternative energy for your 
home or business. The knowledge it 
must have taken to develop such a 
fascinating machine.
When did the wind systems come 

about? Well, back in 1982, because of 
manpower requirements and capital 
requirements to enter into wind farm 
applications, controlling interest was 
acquired by Control Data Inc.; Re-
newable Energy Ventures Inc. was 
established in 1983 for the acquisi-
tion of land, permits, and planning 
of wind farms. With the pending ac-
quisition of Winco, an alternator and 
portable generator manufacturing 
company located in Le Center, MN, 
the corporate name of the company 
was established as Earth Energy sys-
tems Inc. (EESI) to better reflect the 
nature of the corporation. Jacobs’ 
products included all wind related 
components and Winco was the man-
ufacturing facility and supplier of all 
generators and lighting standards. 
Both divisions marketed existing 
products under existing trade names 

and logo’s as divisions of EESI.
From 1980 to 1986 EESI sold ap-

proximately 1500 wind energy plants 
in the United States and 8 in other 
countries. It also set up five wind 
farms, three (3) in California and 
two (2) in Hawaii. Several factors 
contributed to the large number of 
sales in the United States. As men-
tioned previously, electric costs rose 
dramatically due to the oil crisis of 
the 1970’s and the resulting increase 
in oil and gas prices. Also, hom-
eowners, farmers and businessmen 
received Federal Income Tax credits 
and sometimes state income tax in-
centives for purchasing wind energy 
systems. Also the 1978 Federal Law 
(PURPA) regulation in the National 
Energy Act mandated that local elec-
tric companies were required to pur-
chase excess electricity generated by 
wind turbines privately owned. In 
addition, many people realized the 
long-term benefits of installing an 
energy system which did not have an 
adverse impact upon the environment 
and which used as its energy source a 
renewable resource.
In late 1985 and early 1986 Control 

Data decided to divest itself of its 
wind energy division. It is believed 

Wind Turbine Industries
Jacobs® Wind Energy System
A Look into the Past and Present of Wind Energy

Agriculture, natural resources, 
and other related areas re-
main viable areas of study 

for university students says Don Mar-
shall, Associate Dean of Academic 
Programs in the College of Agricul-
ture & Biological Sciences at South 
Dakota State University.  Farming and 
ranching are becoming more high-
tech and dependent on a sound busi-

Career Opportunities are Strong for Ag College Graduates

ness plan, making a college educa-
tion increasingly valuable, but most 
of today’s graduates will be seeking 
employment in supporting areas rather 
than ag production.  
Marshall indicated that while the num-

ber of agricultural producers has de-
clined as average farm size increased, 
career opportunities in supporting ar-
eas of agriculture have increased. Food 

this decision was based upon several 
factors - falling oil prices, repeal of 
Federal Income Tax credits for wind 
energy systems and the internal fi-
nancial position of Control Data.
Wind Turbine Industries Corporation 

(“WTIC” or “Company”) was incor-
porated on May 28, 1986 as a Min-
nesota corporation. Beginning in 1986 
Wind Turbine Industries Corpora-
tion, owned and controlled by Archie 
Pavek, purchased all exclusive rights, 
title and interest in trademarks, patent-
able rights, trade secrets, technology, 
tooling,  engineering and manufactur-
ing drawings and all other documen-
tation on the 10 thru 20kw wind gen-
erators, which include the Grid Intertie 
System and the Hybrid System. 
Currently due the increase in en-

ergy costs the sales in wind energy 
has increased dramatically. Also the 
awareness of global warming, and 
the effect our current energy source 
has on our environment has greatly 
influenced the publics views on this 
type of alternative energy.
If you are interested in any other 

information on the Jacobs Wind 
System you can check out our web-
site at www.windturbine.net or 
contact us at 952-447-6064.    e

processing, biotechnology, livestock 
and pet feed, pharmaceuticals, bio-
fuels, financial services, and high-tech 
seed development are examples.  A re-
cent USDA publication indicated that 
through the year 2010 there will be 
about 51,000 job openings in the U.S. 
annually for graduates majoring in ag-
riculture and life sciences, compared 
to about 49,000 graduates.         e
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SHAVINGS

S & S Wood products. Wood 
shavings always available for 
poultry, hogs & beef. Call or 

write for free sample.

S & S Wood 
Products Inc.

35335 Green St.
Independence, WI 54747

Call For Dealer Nearest You!!
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Results achieved in NW Mississippi:
• Wheat: 96 BPA on 335 acres…100 then 200 lbs. of 41-0-0-4, 75 BPA on 750 acres…100/100/100 lbs.
   Quality increases due to sulfur are imported.
• Rice: 245 dry BPA on 140 acres of XL*. 38¢ per bushel Milling premium (a $72.00 per acre value) on
   137,076 bushels of Cocodrie…188 dry BPA…729 acres…60 lbs. of seed on 10” spacing.
• Soybeans: 88 BPA on 69 acres…75 lbs.late bloom…Asgrow 5959…30”rows…planted flat and URAM
   cultivated in. Yields in the 70s and 80s ROUTINE. A 10 bushel per acre increase is average.
Never Apply N without S. Never! Inquire at your local fertilizer dealer.                     e

URAM

Then you already know the 
challenge of keeping your 
irrigation on schedule for 

maximum profit. More than ever, 
high-energy costs make pivot man-
agement a critical task. In the early 
90’s Jerry Abts was selling a sophis-
ticated and expensive remote moni-
toring and control system for center 
pivots; but most irrigators declined 
and simply asked, “what’a’ya got that 
will just tell me if my pivots are on?”  
The answer came in 1995 when Abts 
founded Pivotrac.com and patented a 
method of using simple text pagers to 
keep irrigators informed on the status 

got pivots?

of whole groups of pivots, one to a 
hundred or more.

Today Pivotrac combines text mes-
saging and Internet connectivity with 
special radio telemetry that works 
everywhere to deliver on-the-go sta-
tus of multiple pivots to anyone, any-
where. Pagers are still used, but most 
subscribers receive the text messages 
on their digital cell phones.  In addi-
tion, the system provides remote start 
and stop options from any telephone 
or the Internet.
There are many reasons for on-site 

visits to fields with growing crops be-
ing irrigated by center pivots. The dif-
ference with Pivotrac is you and your 
hands know immediately when a piv-
ot shuts down (and you know when it 
starts back up). Priorities change with 
new information. Now pivot status 
information delivered to everyone 
needing it can help adjust priorities 
to avoid costly downtime that can re-
sult in crop stress and yield loss. Why 
wait until the last of the day to find 
out a pivot is stuck? With Pivotrac the 
problem is immediately known before 
all the help goes home and you get 
“stuck” with the problem.
The service is simple, reliable and at 

just $225 per season, very affordable. 
Subscribers can view their pivots 
on a secure website from anywhere, 
and the website includes summary 
and detailed records of all pivot ac-
tivity (www.pivotrac.com).  For a 
dealer in your area, contact Jerry 
Abts by phone at 888-872-2360 or e-
mail: jerry@pivotrac.com.         e
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After carefully listening to cus-
tomers who were disappointed 
with the performance or lack 

of features in ATV sprayers available, 
C&R Supply set out to design a series of 
sprayer to meet their needs.
 “Instead of taking an off the shelf tank 

and attaching features, we needed to get 
all the input we could from customers 
and ATV manufacturers”, said product 
manager Dusty Miller. “With a good vi-

sion of what features and options were 
required, it became obvious that a com-
pletely new tank design was needed”.
The EZ ATV Sprayer was designed 

with the operator in mind for ease of op-
eration and functional ability and safety.  
With the sleek design brings the weight 
forward and more to a center of grav-
ity for better machine balance.  Allow-
ing the legs of the tank to wrap around 
the fenders of the ATV gives the sprayer 
dual sumps to give maximum drain-
age and the ability to run on side hills 
without losing its prime.  The pump, 
strainer, and main shut-off are mounted 
underneath the tank in a protected cav-
ity, which also serves as a dual slosh 
baffle.  The top of the tank is designed 
with a fill catch area to prevent chemical 
from getting on the operator.  The EZ is 
fitted with a 4 gpm Shurflo Pump and 
a quality Tee-Jet trigger style handgun 
in the convenient control panel at your 
side.  All brackets and boomless nozzle 
or boom accessories are attached to the 
tank for quick and easy mounting.  The 
EZ ATV Sprayer has several different 
options and accessories to meet your re-
quirements and needs.
C&R Supply, Inc. is a distributor and 

manufacturer of agricultural and road-

side spray equipment located in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota.  For over 25 years, 
C&R Supply, Inc. has been a leader in 
the distribution and servicing of many 
quality products from Raven Industries, 
Spraying Systems, Banjo, and more.  
They also lead the way in designing and 
manufacturing new and advanced prod-
ucts such as their C&R Foam Marker, 

C&R Supply, Inc. • Birth Of A Sprayer
Spot Sprayer, and the EZ ATV Sprayer 
featured in this ad.  C&R is a provider 
for precision ag products such as GPS 
guidance systems, variable rate control-
lers, mapping, steering assist systems, 
and chemical injection units. C&R 
prides themselves on the knowledge 
and experience that is required to keep 
up with today’s technology.         e

Spray 30 feet wide with no boom
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equipment

Harms Manufacturing Incor-
porated, home of the famous 
“Harms Wagons”, has been 

around since 1929.  The business was 
originally founded as a blacksmith shop 
located in the town of Bertha, Minne-
sota. Wally and Art Harms, brothers 
and current owners of the manufac-
turing plant, purchased the shop from 
their father in 1964.  Fixing anything 
but broken hearts and the break of 
day, Wally and Art have established a 
reputation for building equipment that 
stands second to none.  Their wagons, 
perhaps their best know product, have a 
smoothness of design and welding that 

are envied by craftsmen everywhere.
In the past few years, Harms Manu-

facturing Inc. has branched out to 
include several new product lines.  
Among these are the Harms Dump 

Trailers, Harms Land Rollers, Harms 
Stock Trailers, and their newest prod-
uct, the Harms Big Bale Racks.  In 
addition to these products, they also 
manufacture swing sets, small utility 

Harms Manufacturing
Incorporated

wagons, and parade/transport wagons.
Harms Manufacturing Inc. is also re-

nown for their ability to repair the un-
fixable.  Many people have said, “if 
the Harms brothers can’t fix it, throw it 
away.”  As part of the manufacturing fa-
cility, Harms Manufacturing Inc. stocks 
a complete line of sheet steel and steel 
tubing, bearing, sprockets, u-joints, and 
tires and implement wheels.
The next time you’re looking for a 

quality piece of farm equipment or need 
to get your machinery repaired, trust a 
name that has proven itself with over 60 
years of service in production -- Harms 
Manufacturing Incorporated.       e
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Midwest Homebrewing and Winemaking Supplies as 
been helping folks make their own beer and wine at 
home since 1995. Midwest offers all the equipment 

and supplies you need to make your own excellent wine and 
beer at home. Beer making kits start at $59.95 and winemaking 
kits start at $62.95. Midwest includes a free 90 minute instruc-
tional DVD with any purchase.
Making beer at home has never been easier and the quality of 

the finished product rivals that of micro brewed beer. Midwest 
offers 103 different recipes to choose from and all of the ingre-
dients you need to make your own custom recipes. Could you 
be the next Sam Adams? Jim Cook, the founder of Sam Adams 
started as a home brewer while he perfected his recipes.

Beer recipes are available for beginners to expert homebrew-
ers. Either way, Midwest has a “How to” DVD that takes you 
step by step through the process of brewing beer at home in 
your kitchen. Simply pop in the DVD and start brewing. You 
see the brewing process demonstrated from the boiling process 
all the way through to the bottling process.

Make your own hand crafted home brew
and make your own wine at home.

Making wine at home has never been more popular. Back in 
the 1970’s winemakers made wine from what ever fruit they 
could get their hands on. You may remember the Plum or Beet 
wine your neighbor or Uncle gave you that made your eyes 
water. The times have changed. Today winemakers use high 
quality wine juice from all over the world. This juice has been 
acid adjusted and pH balanced to insure optimal results. Make 
high quality wine the first time you try!
About 75% of winemakers are making wine from juice kits 

which yield 6 gallons. The other 25% are making wine from 
fruit and grape juice. The wine juice kits do not require much 
time and effort. Your reward is 30 bottles of wine that cost be-
tween $1.75 to $2.75 a bottle. Midwest’s DVD demonstrates 
how to make wine from fruit and grapes. Winemaking is truly 
a hobby that you can do for the rest of your life.
Midwest has a free 80 page catalog which is available upon 

request. The catalog has over 2000 products in it related to beer 
and winemaking. Midwest’s “How to” DVD is free with any 
purchase. Gift certificates are available on-line. Beer and Wine 
kits make great gifts!
Contact us at Midwest Homebrewing and Winemaking 

Supplies, 3440 Beltline Blvd., St. Louis Park, MN 55416, 
visit our website at  www.midwestsupplies.com or call toll 
free 888-449-2739.                                         e
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In the summer of 2002, Kenny Kuhns, a hay farmer in 
northeastern Ohio, decided he needed a more efficient 
way to handle hay. With small hobby farmers composing 

most of his customer base, he couldn’t switch to large square or 
round bales. But with several hundred acres of hay, most of it 
far from his barns, he needed a mechanical handling system. 

Kuhns had tried a hay accumulator, a machine designed to 
leave bales in groups throughout the field. A specially designed 
grapple moved these groups of bales wherever they needed to 

go. This worked well enough under the right conditions, but 
constant rain, uneven fields, and the occasional ill-formed bale 
made the right conditions a rarity. These complaints convinced 
Kuhns that he needed something better, but none of the other 
available designs really fit his needs. With constant rain keep-
ing him out of the fields, Kuhns decided to use his time to de-
sign his own accumulator.
Kuhns started by making a list of necessary features. His 

machine had to be simple (no hydraulics or electronics), fully 
automatic, and adaptable to all conditions, including muddy 
fields, stubble, and unevenly sized bales. He also wanted the 
bales to be on edge for better curing, since hay for horses must 
cure almost perfectly to avoid forming dust.
By August of 2002, the first model was ready to test. It had 

several completely new features, most notably a twisted chute 
to get the bales on edge, and a raised platform that used gravity 
to sort the bales. Though the first test failed—the machine was 
too narrow to allow bales to slide easily—it came close enough 
to convince Kuhns that his concept could work. He set to work 
tweaking the design, removing one glitch after another. Finally, 
after three years of tweaking, he had a product that fit all of his 
criteria. With a patent pending on the design, he went into full 
production under the name Kuhns Mfg. LLC. Having already 
exceeded his production goal for the year, he is now grateful 
for the “ruinous” rains of 2002. e

Kuhns Mfg. “ No Hydraulics or Electronics”

Patent pending

PERC 412

PERC 206
On accessory trailer
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Midwest Perma-Column is 
the producer of a concrete 
column trade marked under 

the name of Perma-Column. They of-
fer the solution to wood degradation 
and failure in all applications where 
wood is used as a supporting founda-
tion structure. 
Perma-Columns are the first product 

to combine the economy of post-frame 
construction with the durability of a 
concrete foundation. They come precast 
with the metal integrated into the con-
crete post and takes the place of treated 
wood in the ground.  Above ground, 
they are attached to a wood column. 
This feature allows standard building 
practices to be used, and results in a 
quick, trouble free installation.
There are seven standard models to 

choose from with specialty columns 
available upon request to match most 

all customer needs. The standard Per-
ma-Columns currently in production 

are for use with 3 and 4 ply laminated 
wood columns in both 2 x 6 and 2 x 8 

sizes and 3 solid wood post models.
 Perma-Columns are used in both 

new construction and repair of rot-
ted posts in existing buildings. They 
are also a excellent choice for house 
porches, patios and wood decks (any-
where wood is used as a supporting 
structure). 
Additional product lines are Sturdi-

Wall and Sturdi-Wall Plus+ brackets 
that are used on concrete stem walls 
and floors. Sturdi-Wall are most com-
monly used in dry set situations while 
the Sturdi-Wall Plus+ can only be 
used in a wet set condition. As with 
the Perma-Columns, they come with a 
powder coated paint finish. 
Call Toll Free: 800-798-5562. Midwest 

Perma-Column, Inc., 7407 N Kickapoo 
Edwards Road, Edwards, IL 61528, 
Email:midwestpermacolumn@msn.
com, Web: www.permacolumn.com     e

The Perma-Column system eliminates 
the need for putting wood in the ground

Rotten Posts?
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A new product to help prevent diesel fuel gelling in cold 
weather is announced by Hugh Goulding, President 
of E TIP, Inc. Cold conditions often affect diesel fuel 

flow during start-up and in daily operations. When it is cold 
enough to cause gelling in the fuel over-the-road trucks, heavy 
machinery, automobiles, generators and other equipment that 
must operate in low temperatures can become disabled. The 
gelling plugs the filter preventing passage of the fuel. The only 
solution is to warm up the fuel until it flows again. It sometimes 
requires towing the equipment to an inside location or bringing 
a heater to the equipment site. The costs related to diesel fuel 
gelling can become expensive in downtime and in repair cost.
The Universal Filter PreheaterTM, offers a simple solution. It 

is a thin, flexible, silicone/fiberglass heating pad, that easily 
wraps around the filter housing to maintain full contact and 
to evenly transmit heat quickly through the metal of the filter 
housing helping to avoid the risk of diesel fuel gelling. It is an 
electric blanket for the fuel filter housing. It converts the metal 
filter housing into the heating element. This feature alone helps 
to reduce unnecessary downtime.
When it is time to change the filter element, the Universal 

Filter PreheaterTM is easily released for transfer to the new filter 
housing. Diesel fuel gelling and related problems are avoided. 
Drawing 85 watts it is available in 12vdc, 24vdc, 120vac, 

240vac and a dual grid model combining the option of power-
ing with direct current or alternating current in the same Uni-
versal Filter PreheaterTM. Measuring 4” X 7” it is designed to 

fit a diameter of 2.5” to 4” (circumference 
of 8” to 12”). A thermostat is standard on 
the 120v and 240v model.
Lube oil filter housings can be pre-heated 

before start up with the Universal Filter 
PreheaterTM to help avoid filter bypass in 
the warm up stage that may contribute to rod 
knock on start up. It also contributes to a faster 
equipment warm up and quicker full flow filtering. The Univer-
sal Filter PreheaterTM carries a three year materials and work-
manship warranty. A standard 12vdc Universal Filter Preheat-
erTM is priced at $138 each.
The cold weather products offered by the Universal Heater 

Co., Inc. help improve starting and operations and bottom line 
business performance. 
Include both the Universal PreheaterTM for engines, hydraulic 

systems, transmissions, gear boxes, etc. and the Universal Fil-
ter PreheaterTM in your cold weather package and be assured 
that you have selected a more effective and complete solution 
to cold weather problems.
E TIP represents and markets safety, security and maintenance 

products to a variety of customers throughout the US and the 
world. We have carefully assembled a family of related prod-
ucts available nowhere else.
Visit our website at www.etipinc.com to review our other prod-

ucts for Safety, Security and Maintenance or contact us at 800-530-
5064 or FAX 630-801-9569.  E mail to sales@etipinc.com       e

Stop Diesel Fuel Gelling
In Cold Weather
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TOLL FREE: (877) 525-2875
1745 Prospect • Washington, KS

www.herrsmachine.com

HERRS
MACHINE

HYDROSTATICS SINCE 1969

REBUILD OR EXCHANGE
Hydro Rebuilds On Combines • Swathers 

• Skid Steers • IH Loader Tractors. 
Rebuilt or exchange • Transmissions  Are Tested 

Save on our IH TA Special 
Package Deals on 

IH Torque Amplifiers & Related Parts.

MidSouth 
Minitrucks
Imports
Japanese
Mini Trucks

Have you ever heard of the Jap-
anese mini trucks? It seemed 
that no one in the United 

States knew about them when MidSouth 
Minitrucks LLC first started. They met 
with many Japanese companies in the 
beginning, and traveled to Japan in 
search of reliable sources. It took nearly 
a year to line up the source with the reli-
ability MidSouth Minitrucks demanded 
for their customers.
MidSouth Minitrucks LLC has been 

importing mini trucks for over two years 
now. The popularity of these trucks has 
grown exponentially. They started out 
importing 1-2 containers a month, and 
with the growth in demand for these 
trucks, they now import 10 to 20 con-
tainers per month. They are very proud 
of their Japanese partners who have 
done an excellent job in supplying Mid-
South with reliable trucks.
MidSouth Minitrucks LLC has a 

retail market in central Mississippi 
where they keep 12-20 trucks in stock 
year round, but they are now primar-
ily wholesalers and sell container loads 
to businesses, ranches, parks, hunting 
clubs, catfish farms, airports etc. Mid-
South Minitrucks can have the contain-
ers shipped directly from Japan to your 
door. They can also wholesale from 
their lot if you do not want an entire 
container load, so be sure to ask them 
about their wholesale pricing.
For more information, you can visit their 

website at www.midsouthminitrucks.
com, email them at midsouthmini@
aol.com, call them at (601) 919-6365 
or (662) 310-0623, or write to them at 
MidSouth Minitrucks LLC, PO BOX 
632, Winona, MS 38967.               e
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A Fast, Safe, and Accurate Ul-
trasonic Pregnancy Tester 
for Hogs, Sheep, Alpacas, 

Llamas and more.
No lights to watch! No buttons to 

push!
Ultrasonic Pregnancy detection with 

the RENCO PREG-TONE is now a 
proven and accepted herd management 
technique.  Among the numerous ben-
efits are the following:
• Identification of feed-wasting non
   producers.
• Confirmation of pregnancy in
   animals purchased or sold.
• Savings resulting from increase in
  overall operating efficiency,
  permitting more efficient use of
  expensive farrowing installations.
The patented PREG-TONE uses high 

frequency sound waves called ultra-
sound to detect amniotic fluid present 
during pregnancy.  When this fluid is 
detected, the instrument produces a 
loud continuous tone.  When used on 
an animal which is not pregnant, the in-
strument produces an intermittent tone.  
The intermittent tone also indicates that 

good skin contact is being made. 
No guessing and no question.  Clini-

cally proven 100% accurate on nor-
mal sows, 97% accurate on ewes.
The RENCO PREG-TONE has been 

tested against other ultrasound instru-
ments by leading universities through-
out the world.  Their studies show the 
PREG-TONE as the superior instrument 
in both accuracy and ease of use (studies 
available upon request).
Testing may begin as early as 18 days 

with swine (large litters, 11-12 piglets).  
Open sows can be diagnosed as early as 
30 days.  Normal testing time in sows 
and gilts is 30-73 days.  
Pregnancy testing in ewes can begin as 

early as 30 days, with positive diagnosis 
made by 45 days.  Normal testing time 
in ewes is 30-120 days. Testing on large 
New Zealand White rabbits can begin at 
10 days.
Loud, easy to hear tones.
During testing, no lights are used, no 

buttons are pushed, thus attention is not 
diverted from the animal.  A short in-
termittent tone indicates good contact, 
while a loud continuous tone indicates 

pregnancy.  Since the PREG-TONE 
uses only loud easy to hear tones to indi-
cate both pregnancy and non pregnancy, 
it can be clipped on the belt or kept in 
a pocket.  The PREG-TONE does not 
need to be seen or held during testing.
Rechargeable NiMH batteries 

(NEW).  Low battery indication.
Specially chosen by Renco Corporation 

to assure long life, the battery pack will last 
for years and give many hours  of testing 
on one overnight charge.  Renco’s own 
unique circuitry causes the PREG-TONE 
to turn itself off when the battery needs 
recharging, assuring the user against erro-
neous readings due to insufficient power.   
Battery charger is included.
Rugged all-metal construction... 

Small enough to slip in your pocket.
All-metal construction guarantees 

against interference by radio waves in 
the atmosphere, a major accuracy prob-
lem with some ultrasound instruments.  
Constructed of heavy gauge alumi-
num for ruggedness and ease of clean-
ing, the RENCO PREG-TONE is still 
lightweight and small enough to slip in 
your pocket. Contact us today!       e   

RENCO CORPORATION • PREG-TONE®
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Pearson Livestock Equipment is proudly moving into its 
45th year of producing quality equipment for the live-
stock industry.  Our hydraulic chute has been on the mar-

ket for 4 years and has been received with excitement!  Last year 
we are adding a kit which will make any Pearson alley hydraulic 
by going from the chute controls with the power beyond capabil-
ity.   The valve for the alley is mounted top front center, where it 
can be controlled from either the right or left catwalk of the alley.  
The screw jack on the alley is replaced by a hydraulic cylinder, 
which will adjust the inside width of the alley from 16” to 30”.
This simple hydraulic package can be put on any of our alleys 

that are equipped with the screw jack for adjustment.  If you 
already have a hydraulic chute you may put our alley behind 

it and come from the chute valves with the power beyond to 
control the alley.  Chutes and alleys can be powered by the hy-
draulics off most tractors or can be ordered with an eight horse 
Honda engine or single phase 220 V motor.
Pearson’s offers a complete line of Cattle Working Equip-

ment, including our “Original” Straight-side Manual Chute, AI 
extension, the “Original” Pearson Automatic Headgate, Work-
ing Tubs and Alley.  We also produce a complete line of Bison 
Handling Equipment.  Quality products and customer satisfac-
tion continue to be our goal.  
For more information on any of our equipment or inquir-

ing about a distributorship or dealership, call (308) 645-
2231 or e-mail us at pearsonsinc@nebnet.net                 e

Pearson’s Continues Keeping Pace With
Livestock Industry’s Demands In 2008

785-434-2675
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As the oldest of four children, 
Maasa Spader will tell you that 
she’s the boss. Her siblings, 

seven-year-old AJ, four- year-old Cath-
erine and two-year-old Rebekah, need to 
listen to what she says. Watching Tony and 
Stephanie Spader’s gaggle of curly-topped 
children play together, there’s no doubt 
that Maasa’s on top of the pecking order.
The precocious eight-year-old from Sioux 

Falls attends All City Elementary where 
her favorite subjects include reading, math 
and computer lab. “We do stuff like play 
type-to-learn,” Maasa says as she gives a 
glowing smile under her short mop of light 
brown curls, a change that she made when 
she compassionately cut her long hair to 
donate to Locks of Love.
But when she’s not in school or playing 

with her brother and sisters, Maasa spends 
time with her horses, a passion she inher-
ited from her mother. “I love horses,” says 
Maasa. “They’re so pretty and they’re 
good friends of mine.”
The Spaders own three horses: a minia-

ture pony called Sonador and two Paints, 
Abby and Zach, who are mother and son. 
The Spaders lend Zach to the South Da-
kota State University equestrian team.
“My wife has always liked horses, so my 

dad decided to make part of his land into 
a pasture so that his grandchildren could 
enjoy horses, too,” said Maasa’s father, 
Tony. “Maasa just fell in love with horses 
because riding is something that she can 
do and loves to do.”
Part of the reason that Maasa loves horse-

back riding is because she is limited by 
activities that she can participate in due 
to lack of balance and other symptoms 
caused by Hereditary Sensory and Auto-
nomic Neuropathy (HSAN), a condition 
she was diagnosed with in April 2005.
But the brave, courageous girl has a lov-

ing family that surrounds her with posi-
tivity. And as the oldest child, Maasa has 
helped her parents understand how to help 
her younger sister, Rebekah, who was also 
diagnosed with HSAN.
 The result: the trail blazed by the older 

daughter’s courage and experience gives 
her younger sister a better quality of life.
Understanding and Living With HSAN 

HSAN is a collection of disorders which 
are genetically unique from one another 
and are caused by different gene muta-
tions. For Maasa and her sister, Rebekah, 
doctors believe that they have found a new 
variant of the condition, although it is still 
undergoing research.
“We have sent blood samples from our 

entire family, including our relatives, but 
the study can take years. Both girls ‘fall’ 
under the umbrella of HSAN, but the ex-
act type is still unknown,” said Maasa’s 
mother, Stephanie.
HSAN’s most common and distinctive 

feature is loss of pain and temperature per-
ception. The degree of loss varies among 
the different types. Symptoms include 
painless fractures and problems with joints, 
tongue or lip biting, dental problems, skin 
sores, and corneal ulcerations.
“Maasa got sick easily and also went 

from good to horrible very quickly,” said 
Stephanie about Maasa’s symptoms. “She 
was on ventilators frequently, the doctors 
never seemed to understand why her body 
was reacting in certain ways, we were told 
that what her body was doing was very 
odd, she self-mutilated without any sense 
of pain, her development was slower, and 
when she would hurt herself there wasn’t 
the typical reactions.”
The Spaders were very concerned for 

their young daughter, and they spent a 
considerable amount of time trying to find 
an answer to her condition or at least a way 
to help her, until one day they came across 
a story about a child that showed symp-
toms similar to Maasa’s.
“We read an article about a girl that had to 

wear goggles because she scratched at her 
eyes and damaged them without having 
any pain reaction. In the article it spoke of 
Dr. Axelrod, who is a pediatrician in New 
York that does nothing but study this ge-
netic disorder... We did some research on 
the physician and then made our appoint-
ment,” Stephanie said. The next two of the 
Spader’s children, AJ and Catherine, were 
born healthy. But when their fourth child 
came along, Stephanie says that she knew 
Rebekah had HSAN, too.
“She was two in December and was diag-

nosed officially when we took both girls to 

New York in June ‘07, but mom knew all 
along,” says Stephanie. “It’s that mom’s in-
tuition thing. Her pregnancy, birth and first 
part of life were very similar to Maasa’s. 
The doctors kept telling us, ‘Relax, she’s 
not Maasa; we have to give her a chance to 
be herself.’ Well, we did, but she continued 
to follow in Maasa’s footsteps. Because of 
how much we know and what we’re pre-
venting, Rebekah’s life is now much easier 
than Maasa’s was at this time. We have 
Maasa to thank for this as she in a way has 
‘paved the way’ for her little sister.”
For Maasa and her sister, immune defi-

ciency is the biggest thing that affects their 
lifestyle. For years, in order to avoid hospi-
talization, the Spader family would spend 
winters at home, with Stephanie home 
schooling the children, doing their best 
to keep the girls from getting sick. Winter 
2007-2008 marked the first time that the 
family didn’t sequester themselves.
 “We started following up with an immu-

nologist in the summer of’07. This was the 
first time ever that an immune deficiency 
was noted,” Stephanie said. “Before this, 
we were told that they didn’t have any im-
munological problems. But both of them 
have specific things that we are doing with 
them to boost their immune systems now.”
The result of this new treatment is that 

Maasa and AJ get to stay in school, and the 
hospitalizations for Maasa and Rebekah 
have decreased. 
“Before this year, we were completely 

isolated from January to April. Tony went 
to work, but I stayed home with the kids, 
other people brought us our groceries and 
ran errands, and we watched television 
mass every Sunday. It has been a relief and 
an enjoyment to be much more normal this 
year even though we are still very limited 
in what we do with the kids and who we 
allow for visitors,” said Stephanie.
Getting Involved with Make-A-Wish® 

Dr. Donna Weinacht recommended Maasa 
for a wish to the Make-A-Wish® Founda-
tion of South Dakota. 
“We started seeing Dr. Weinacht when 

Maasa was one,” says Stephanie. “She has 
been one of the biggest blessings through-
out this entire journey. Dr. Weinacht is sup-
portive, helpful, knowledgeable, and honest 

A Girl And Her Horses
By: Julia Angerhofer

equine
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with us. She has been our best advocate, and 
we will never be able to thank her enough 
for all the countless, sleepless hours she’s 
spent working on our family’s behalf.”
After Dr. Weinacht’s recommendation, 

the South Dakota Chapter contacted the 
Spaders to discover what Maasa desired 
for her wish. 
“I can’t remember the exact time the 

chapter contacted us, but the evening that 
the team came to our home was wonder-
ful,” Stephanie said. “They were so gen-
erous bringing gifts for all our children. 
They were understanding of our chaotic 
home filled with four children all under 
seven years old.” 
Maasa’s first request was for an indoor 

riding arena, but the Make-A-Wish® 
Foundation told the Spaders that they did 
not grant construction-related wishes. Dis-
appointed that she wouldn’t get her riding 
arena, Tony and Stephanie told Maasa as 
she got ready for bed to pray to God about 
what she should make her second request. 
It really wasn’t a surprise when Maasa 

woke up the next morning and immedi-
ately told her mother that she wanted her 
very own horse trailer, especially consid-
ering how important the horses are to her. 
The Northern Bull Riding Tour helped 
to sponsor Maasa’s wish and presented 
her with her horse trailer in 2007 at her 
grandpa’s pasture. Her parents told her 
that it was her uncle’s birthday and they 
were going to go to the pasture to cel-
ebrate. When she got there, Maasa was 
surprised by all of the people who were 
there for her uncle’s  birthday. 
“She couldn’t figure out why there were 

cowboys at her uncle’s birthday party,” 
said Tony. 
As a thank you to the people who spon-

sored her wish and presented her with her 
horse trailer, Maasa put her artistic skills to 
work and drew each of them pictures com-
memorating the event. 
“Maasa was completely thrilled, over-

whelmed, surprised, excited, and even tak-
en back. It’s a very large gift for a little girl 
to comprehend,” said Stephanie about the 
horse trailer. “She beams from ear to ear 
when we’re in the truck hauling the horses 
somewhere. She knows that if it wasn’t for 
Make-A-Wish® that she wouldn’t have 
that opportunity to do that. Make-A-Wish® 
has provided so many neat experiences for 
her. Every time Make-A-Wish® offers her 
a new experience she just glows! As her 
parents, we couldn’t be more humbled and 
grateful as we see our child, who has had 
her share of hardships, have a moment in 
time to be granted a gift that allows her to 

be uplifted, honored, and adored!” 
In addition to the attention that the or-

ganization gives Maasa, the Spaders are 
grateful for the family memories that 
Make-A-Wish® has given them. 
“When you have a kid with medical 

problems, your time revolves around their 
care,” said Tony. “Make-a-Wish® is a re-
prieve from that. It’s something special the 
whole family gets to participate in. The 
Make-a- Wish® team just makes the child 
feel like king or queen of the world during 
the whole process.” 
In addition to presenting Maasa with her 

horse trailer, the organization has given 
Maasa and her family other opportunities.
 “Other than the horse trailer, Make-a-

Wish® invited Maasa to the be part of the 
ground breaking of the new building, they 
invited our entire family to take part in the 
NBRT weekend, and they also referred 
Maasa to be in a music video with Kory 
from Kory and the Fireflies. Each experi-
ence has been so very near and dear to her 
heart. She will never forget these incred-
ible opportunities,” said Stephanie. 
One big Make-A-Wish® event each year 

is the special events weekend held every 
fall during the Northern Bull Riding Tour 
finals  Throughout the year, the NBRT 
raises money to fund the special events 
weekend, and all net profits from the 
weekend go to the foundation. 
“I did like going on the water slide at the 

Ramada, the go carts at Thunder Road and 
seeing all the horses at the bull riding,” said 
Maasa about the 2007 NBRT weekend. 
Children and their families stay at the 

Ramada in Sioux Falls during the week-
end. Friday night includes a meal of pizza 
and pop. Saturday morning, after a buffet 
breakfast, the NBRT hosts a full agenda of 
activities for the kids. That evening, the 
children ride in the  opening entry into the 
arena on horses and horse-drawn wagons 
and they become the stars of the evening’s 
events. Following the opening entry, the 
children and their families watch in the 
stands as the cowboys try their best to 
cover each bull they draw. 
As for what the Spaders enjoyed as a 

family during the NBRT’s special events 
weekend, Tony said, “It’s neat to see the 
kids all playing. You get to meet families 
with the same issues you’re facing.”
“We all have similar lifestyles and to see 

so many of us in the same place celebrat-
ing the lives of our children is beyond 
words,” said Stephanie. “I was choked up 
many times throughout the weekend.”
Living on Love, Faith, and Positivity 

If you spend any time with the Spaders, 

you immediately recognize the genuine 
warmth and love that Tony and Stephanie 
possess for their children. You also recog-
nize that the tough times have bonded the 
six of them together like concrete.
“Our family has dealt with it by staying 

close to God,” says Tony. “If you didn’t, I 
don’t think you’d get through it. Maasa and 
all of our kids are a gift from God. We don’t 
know if we can keep them for one year or 
fifty years, but our job is to love and serve 
God by loving and caring for these gifts.”
It is the faith that they’ve taught their chil-

dren that has allowed Maasa to be brave. 
When asked to give advice to other sick 
children, Maasa says, “Don’t be afraid be-
cause the doctors are there to take care of 
you, and then you feel better.”
Tony and Stephanie also have advice for 

parents.
“Focus on the good,” says Tony. “You’ll 

meet a lot of great people, including nurses 
and doctors. You’ll meet other families go-
ing through the same struggles. That will 
help you get through yours. Life’s not over; 
there’s still a lot of joy. There will be a lot of 
hard times, but also a lot of great times.” 
What’s more, the Spaders do not allow 

Maasa to feel sorry for herself. 
“We’ve never allowed her disability to be 

the focus other, or our, life,” says Stepha-
nie. “We try to focus on the good things of 
this journey. By focusing on the positive 
we’re hopeful that Maasa will never be a 
victim of her disorder but instead have the 
strength to overcome obstacles and to pur-
sue her dreams.” 
And for Maasa, the positive includes 

spending time with three of her best equine 
friends: Sonador, Abby and Zach.
 “Maasa would live at the pasture with 

her horses if she were able,” said Stepha-
nie. “Unfortunately, we live in town due to 
the need to rely on medical professionals 
to be close if needed. There is not a week 
that goes by that she doesn’t ask when she 
will get to see her horses. It’s a little chal-
lenging at this point in our family’s life to 
get there as much as she would like, but 
she is thrilled to have the trailer and to 
have the freedom to take the horses with 
her for a day of fun when we can. We have 
decided as a family to use the horses more 
for recreation than showing, so she is very 
excited and anxious to get those horses on 
the trails this year.” 
While the trail that Maasa’s life has fol-

lowed hasn’t always been easy, it’s one that 
she’s undertook with bravery, compassion 
for others, and sincere faith and love.                e

Reprinted by permission of the
Northern Bull Riding Tour.
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beef – dairy

Dairy producers throughout 
the US that feed or offer free 
choice SEA-90 to their live-

stock report significant drops in somatic 
cell counts, increased production, pro-
tein, butter fat, and “best herd health ever 
seen”. SEA-90 can replace any mineral 
salt currently offered and can be foliar 
applied to pastures for less than $3 per 
acre.  SEA-90 is produced by nature and 
available exclusively through SeaAgri 
inc. It provides balanced minerals and 
trace elements in numbers never be-

fore seen in agriculture. Grass fed beef 
producers throughout the US are also 

reporting amazing results once SEA-
90 is incorporated into their programs. 

Farmers Offering SEA-90™ to Dairy Cows
Report 100,000-350,000 Point Drops in
Somatic Cell Counts!
As we all know, life first came from the sea. Now, the sea is giving life back.

SEA-90 is an extremely versatile prod-
uct that can be offered to all livestock 
as mineral salt, broadcast on all types of 
forage, pastures, crop soils, and is easily 
dissolved for foliar spraying.  SEA-90 
is NOP Organic and OMRI Listed® for 
use in the production of organic food 
and as an animal feed ingredient.
When asked to explain the amazing 

results reported from all areas of the 
US, Robert Cain, founder of SeaAgri 
responds: Pasture grasses could provide 
our livestock with as many as 100 ele-
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ments if present in the soil. However, 
our soil and pastures are elementally de-
ficient and we are forced to offer a sig-
nificant number of mineral supplements 
to livestock in order to maintain herd 
health. Until now mineral supplements 
supplied only a few specific elements 
essential to sustain life. The periodic 
table lists more than 92 minerals and 
trace elements. The only place where 
all elements exist in perfect balance 
and proportions is in sea water.  At one 
time, more than 92 minerals and trace 
elements were present in our soils, crops 
and pasture grasses. Through erosion, 
over cropping and long term application 
of NPK fertilizers, many are lost, car-
ried away or rendered unavailable. Cain 
also states that degenerative diseases 
that plague the human race such as can-
cer and heart disease are not found in 
sea life. He believes that it makes per-
fect sense to incorporate the full spec-
trum of periodic table elements found 
in SEA-90 into farming programs. Who 
can state, as fact, that any one of these 
elements is NOT essential to life. 
SeaAgri produces SEA-90 naturally 

from pristine sea water harvested from 
one totally unique location in our hemi-
sphere. “What we’ve done is create 
reservoirs at a coastal estuary in an arid 
region where pure ocean water flows in 

at high tide. Water evaporates quickly 
due to desert conditions of very high 
temperatures and virtually no rainfall 
to produce mineral-rich SEA-90” Cain 
said.  A scientist asked to analyze SEA-
90 stated that it was one of the most 
unique products he ever encountered. 
When asked to explain, he said, “It is 
exactly what I would expect to see if I 
analyzed a sample of the earth’s crust.  

SEA-90’s bounty of minerals and trace 
elements significantly improves herd 
health, remineralize soils, and increases 
the nutrient density of pastures and crops.  
More than 1,000 farmers are convinced, 
as SeaAgri has already shipped over a 
million pounds of SEA-90 this year.
For more information please visit their 

web site at www.seaagri.com or send them 
an e-mail to contactus@seaagri.com     e

Solar powered water pumping is 
nothing new to many farmers 
and ranchers. At Robison Solar 

we have been manufacturing and dis-
tributing solar water pumps and systems 
all over the world to agriculture produc-
ers for over 20 years. Every year more 
people are realizing how much sense 
using the power of the sun to produce 
electricity to run pumps in remote loca-
tions makes.
When it is extremely hot outside, and 

the sun is beating down on your live-
stock, and there isn’t a breath of air to 
make a windmill turn these pumps are at 
their best producing cool drinking water 
from wells. Solar pumps are also being 
used more all the time to pump water 
from ponds and creeks where livestock 

Save Money, Time and Hassle- Start Watering Your 
Livestock with Solar Powered Water Pumps

owners wish to keep their animals out of 
the water source.
There have been great improvements 

in the quality of solar water pumping 
products over the last several years.  
Robison Solar is constantly striving to 
create longer lasting, less maintenance 
systems for our customers. We are very 
excited to introduce our new Brushless 
Motor Pumps.  With no brushes in the 
motor to burn out these pumps will far 
surpass what has been accepted as nor-
mal run time on previous pumps of this 
style. With brush type motors the aver-
age life expectancy was approximately 
five thousand hours, with the new Robi-
son Solar Brushless Motors the average 
life expectancy is increased to twenty 
thousand hours. With such an impres-

sive increase in run time we are sure to 
gain even greater satisfaction from our 
customers.  
Quality is not the only area of improve-

ment in the solar water pumping indus-
try.  There have been vast improvements 
on the depth that water can be pumped as 
well as the volume of water that can be 
moved using various styles of pumps. 
We at Robison Solar are striving to 

be your complete solar water pump-
ing experts.  We will try to find a so-
lution to your water pumping needs 
no matter how remote your situation.  
Please give us a call today toll free at 
866-519-7892 or find us on the web 
at  www.solarpumps.com and let us 
show you why we have been an indus-
try leader for over 20 years.          e
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Dan Flitner and his family 
have been ranching for four 
generations. Four years ago 

they moved from Wyoming to New 
Mexico to raise organic, grass-fed 
beef. They now have 75 head of cat-
tle, and 30 quarter horses, on a prop-
erty 35 miles east of Las Vegas, New 
Mexico.
 “The property we purchased is off 

the power grid,” said Flitner. “We 
looked at powering the house using a 
generator and diesel fuel, and even re-
searched the cost of a power line, but 
renewable energy came out on top and 
we’re very happy with the decision,” 
he said. 

“In fact,” he added, “we’re trying 
to improve our energy profile all the 
time and do more and more things, 
some new, some traditional.” 
Flitner described the family’s 

thought process behind the design of 
the electrical system. “We designed a 
big system. We decided to spend extra 
on it because we want this to be a per-
manent residence. It’s hard to live out 
here, and we didn’t want to be making 
huge sacrifices in terms of comfort 
and capability. We have a house, shop 
and office that all need to function to 
run the ranch.” 
“We have two kids and anticipated 

our needs becoming greater, not less, 

while the kids are growing up. We 
live fairly normally with a TV and a 
computer. We don’t want for much,” 
he confided.
The system that Flitner and his fam-

ily installed is a 2.8kw photovoltaic 
electrical system, purchased through 
Energy Concepts, Las Vegas, NM, 
that charges batteries with a genera-
tor back-up for stormy days. Accord-
ing to Flitner, the generator  probably 
runs 75 – 100 hours a year. 
The solar system was installed after 

a complete remodel of the 50’s-era 
ranch house. “We rewired and redid 
everything. We reinsulated the walls 
and ceiling, using conventional fiber 
batting. Then we blew insulation into 
the ceiling. It’s very tight now. We 
also replaced all the windows and 
bought energy-efficient appliances. 
Actually, it might have been cheaper 
in the long run to start from scratch, 
but I’m glad we didn’t,” he added.
In the near term, Flitner described 

the family’s future plans to add an 
outdoor furnace for hot water and 
home heating that can run on wood, 
solar or propane. “We have a lot of 
pinon and juniper and lots of sun,” 
he said. “And in another two or three 
years, we may add a wind turbine. 
Our water supply now comes from a 
traditional wind mill.” The horses are 
part of the ranch’s operations and Flit-
ner is looking at acquiring a wagon 
for hauling. Flitner’s Internet service 
comes via satellite, but his telephone 
is a land line—it’s the only wire that 
connects to the house.” So it’s all a 
blend of new and traditional, but there 
isn’t a decision that we make on the 
ranch that doesn’t involve power de-
cisions.”
Contact: Janet Bridgers, 805 487 2999, 

janetmbridgers@yahoo.com         e

New Mexico Rancher
Combines Renewable
Energy with Tradition
By: Janet Bridgers
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equipment

marketplace

beef-dairy

agriculture

lil’ house
“Outside”

Wood Burning Heater
• No Dirt
• No Ashes
• No Wood In House
• No Loss Of Space
• No Insurance
  Problems

Excellent for Mobile Homes Too!
“Warm Up To Wood Heat”

$1545.00

(800) 543-2837
Manufactured by:

Newman Assoc.
HCR 69, Box 1675 
Ironton, MO 63650

Factory Direct

Grain & Gravel Truck Boxes, End Dump Grain & 

Gravel Trailers, Also Bottom Dump Gravel Trailers.

Truck Sales
Load Line Manufacturing, Inc.

2 1/2 mi S. of Winkler
Box 1900, Winkler, MB R6W 4B7

(204) 325-4798 Fax: (204) 325-4055
jbd@mts.net

 Manufacturers of :

The Common Sense 
WIRE WINDER Heavy Duty Winder!

COMMON SENSE MANUFACTURING

(605) 598-4157 (605) 216-0687 (cell) 

www.balefeeder.com

NEED TRACTOR REPAIRS???
“We have over 1000 late model tractors 

& 1000 combines in salvage”
JD-IHC-Ford-MF-Case-Oliver-White-AC-Gleaner-N.H.
We have motors, complete blocks, heads, cracks, wide 

fronts, 3 pts., pto’s, cabs, tires and much more.
We ship UPS or truck freight.

If we don’t have it we can locate it. Give us a try.
We are cash buyers for salvage tractors & combines.

COLFAX TRACTOR PARTS, INC.
Colfax, Iowa • 800-284-3001

www.colfaxtractorparts.com

GAME FARM
B & D Game Farm

Eggs - Chicks - Flight Birds

405-964-5235

Black’s Concrete Grooving
& Hoof Trimming

35 Year Experience Grooving Concrete 
Donald Black can help you solve 2 major problems

that decrease production. 
Slippery Concrete & Irregular Hooves  

Call: (800) 513-2799 
www.blacksconcretegrooving.ohioagriculture4u.com
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Farm Toy Parts
including Pedal Tractor Parts -

44718 South Dakota Hwy. 34 • Madison, SD 57042
Telephone: 605-256-6676
Fax: 605-256-9093

Houston, TX Woodland, CA
Temple, TX Longmont, CO
Farmer City, IL Independence, MO

24x24 $4990
30x40 $9483
40x60 $16634
50x100 $30121
70x125 $49491

24x40 $7470
30x50 $10848
45x80 $22511
60x120 $42845
80x150 $69035

hundreds of other sizes!

24x30 $5775
30x40 $8270
40x60 $13469

24x40 $6942
36x50 $10929
45x80 $19066Wood framed at lower cost. 

www.strat-o-span.com 
Strat-O-Span Bldgs. Inc. 

7980 Old Hwy. 50 
Breese, IL 62230 

TOLL FREE 800-851-4550 
fax 618-526-2584

STEEL COLUMN & 
RAFTER BUILDINGS

www.butterflysupplyinc.com

PARTS
Wellerts A.C. Parts

Specializing in Allis-Chalmers
We buy A.C. Tractors

Parts Locating Service and Repair
8922 Matty Rd. • West Salem, OH 44287

Toll Free: 888-852-4601
330-262-6991 • Fax: 330-264-6991
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Replacement Flighting Supply 
The people to see about all types of Flighting 

Our vast inventory means a quick turn around. We manufacture all styles
of flighting from Helicoid to Sectional to Wound Helicoid and our very

own design “Super-Edge” Flighting. We manufacture flighting
from carbon steel and stainless steel. 

 

Centrally Located to Serve You Better. 

REPLACEMENT FLIGHTING SUPPLY
888-728-0969 

402-694-5636 rfs@hamilton.net 
web site rfsaugerflighting.com 

We deliver UPS




